
 
City of Lake Dallas 

City Council 
Regular Meeting 

Thursday, January 14, 2021 at 7:00 p.m. 
Conducted by Videoconference  

Agenda 
 

Pursuant to Governor Greg Abbott’s temporary suspension of various provisions of the Texas Open Meetings 
Act, and in an effort to protect the health and safety of the public, this meeting is being conducted by video 
conference.  Members of the public who desire to only listen to proceedings of the meeting may dial the 
following toll-free number and, when prompted, enter the following Meeting ID #, beginning at 6:40 p.m. to 
join the meeting. Any person wishing to view the video conference may go to the Internet link shown below 
and enter the password shown.   
 
Toll Free Number: 877-853-5257  
Meeting ID#:  820 4999 2213 
Video Conference: https://us02web.zoom.us/j/82049992213?pwd=aDJvUDJDYUtwY0xiaUVNUnRoQWQrUT09 
Password:  388173 
 
Members of the public are entitled to participate remotely via Videoconference.  To speak remotely at the City 
Council Meeting, speakers must: 
 

• Register with the City Secretary by either email cdelcambre@lakedallas.com or calling  940-497-2226 
ext. 102  by  3:00 p.m. on Thursday, January 14, 2021. 

• Registered speakers will receive an email or phone call providing the meeting link and/or telephone 
number to call on the date of the meeting. 

• Speakers must call not later than 6:45 p.m. on the date of the meeting in order to be allowed to speak.  
Late callers will not be accepted and will not be allowed to speak. 

• Registered speakers will not be allowed to speak until recognized by the Mayor and unmuted by the 
City Secretary. 

• Speakers will be limited to 5 minutes each. 
• Handouts or other information that a member of the public desires to provide to the City Council must 

emailed to cdelambre@lakedallas.com by 3:00 p.m. on Thursday, January 14, 2021. 
• Any person wishing to provide only written comments during Item 4 – Citizen Agenda & Public 

Comment, or on any other matter to be considered on this agenda, should email such comments to the 
City Secretary at cdelcambre@lakedallas.com by 3:00 p.m. on Thursday, January 14, 2021.  
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Section I – Presentations 
 

1. Call to Order & Determination of Quorum 
 
2. Invocation & Pledges of Allegiance 
 
3. Announcements & Special Recognitions 
 

A. City Manager’s Report 
The City Manager’s Report may provide information on status of current city projects and other projects 
affecting the City, meetings and actions of the city’s boards and commissions, upcoming local community 
events, including, but not limited to, departmental operations and capital improvement project status. No 
action will be taken with respect to this report. 
 

4.  Citizen Agenda & Public Comment 
An opportunity for citizens to address the Mayor and City Council on matters which are not scheduled for 
consideration by the City Council. In order to address the Council, please send your comments to the City 
Secretary before 3:00 p.m. on the date of this meeting.  Comments sent by e-mail will be read aloud so that 
they are included in the recorded record of the meeting. In keeping with the Council’s procedures for 
limiting speaking time to five (5) minutes per speaker, any written comments provided for this item should 
be kept short enough so that they can be read aloud in five (5) minutes or less. 
 
Section II – Consent Agenda 
 
All items listed below are considered to be routine by the City Council and will be enacted with one motion.  
There will be no separate discussion of the items unless a Councilmember so requests, in which event the 
item will be removed from the consent agenda and considered in its normal sequence. 
 

5. Consider and Act on the Consent Agenda 
 
A. Approval of November 2020 Financial Report. 
 

Section III – Planning & Development:  
 

6. Conduct a public hearing and consider an ordinance amending the development and use regulations 
applicable to the property described as Lot 7, Block 1, Providence Addition generally located at 
the northwest corner of Betchan Street and Main Street by changing the zoning classification from 
Retail (C-1) with a Downtown Overlay to Planned Development Residential R-1-6000 and 
adopting a site plan and development regulations (Z-20-006). 
 

7. Conduct a public hearing and consider an ordinance amending the development and use regulations 
applicable to property described as Lot 2-A, Block A, Gatlin Addition generally located north on 
Carlisle Drive and to the east of the DCTA Rail Trail by changing the zoning classification from 
Retail (C-1) to Commercial District (C-3) (Z-20-005). 

 
8. Receive a report, hold a discussion, and give staff direction regarding various parking 

considerations for Texas Drive. 
 
 



Section IV- General Items 
 

9. Consider and Act on a Resolution authorizing the City Manager to negotiate and sign the renewal 
of the lease agreement with the City of Corinth for the use of the facility at 275 Main Street as a 
fire station. 

 
10.  Receive a report and hold a discussion and take appropriate action on appointing a board member 

to the Review Committee for the City of Lake Dallas Parks & Open Spaces Masterplan. 
 

11. Consider and Act on a Resolution authorizing the City Manager to apply for and accept a grant 
through the Violence Against Women Justice and Training Program administered by the Office of 
the Governor. 

 
12. Consider and Act on a Resolution authorizing the creation of a Police Cadet Program for the Lake 

Dallas Police Department. 
 

13. Consider and Act on a resolution adopting the City’s Legislative Agenda for the 2021 Texas 
Legislature and authorizing the Mayor and City Manager to communicate the City adopted 
legislative priorities. 

 
14. Consider and Act on an Ordinance amending Chapter 2 “ADMINISTRATION”, Article II “CITY 

COUNCIL” of the Lake Dallas Municipal Code by amending in its entirety Division 2 
“MEETINGS” relating to the rules of procedure for the various meetings of the City Council. 

 
15. Receive a report, hold a discussion and give staff direction regarding proposed Charter 

Amendments to the Home Rule Charter of the City of Lake Dallas. 
 
Section V – Elected Official Requested Items 
 

16. Mayor & Council Member Announcements 
 

The City Council may hear or make reports of community interest provided no action is taken or discussed. 
Community interest items may include information regarding upcoming schedules of events, honorary 
recognitions, and announcements involving imminent public health and safety threats to the city. Any 
deliberation shall be limited a proposal to place the subject on an agenda for a subsequent meeting. 
 
Section VI – Executive Session As authorized by Section 551.071 of the Texas Government Code, this 
meeting may be convened into closed executive session for the purpose of seeking confidential legal advice 
from the City Attorney on any agenda item listed above or herein.  A closed executive session will also be 
conducted for the following purposes: 
  
Section VII – Return to Open Session 
 

17. Discuss and take appropriate action, if any, resulting from the discussions conducted in Closed 
Session. 

  



 
Section VIII – Adjournment 
 
I certify that the above notice of this meeting posted on the bulletin board at City Hall of the City of Lake 
Dallas, Texas on January 11, 2021 at 5:00 p.m.  
 
__________________________ 
Codi Delcambre, TRMC 
City Secretary  
 
If you plan to attend this public meeting telephonically and you have a disability that requires special 
arrangements at this meeting, please contact City Secretary’s Office at (940) 497-2226 ext. 102 or fax (940) 
497-4485 at least two (2) working days prior to the meeting so that appropriate arrangements can be made. 
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 AGENDA ITEM 6 
  CITY COUNIL 

AGENDA MEMO 
Prepared By: Angie Manglaris, Director of Development Services                  January 14, 2021 

Public Hearing for Lot 7, Block 1, Providence Addition Zoning Change from Retail 
(C-1) with a Downtown Overlay to Planned Development Residential R-1-6000 

 
DESCRIPTION:  
 
Conduct a public hearing and consider an ordinance amending the development and use 
regulations applicable to the property described as Lot 7, Block 1, Providence Addition generally 
located at the northwest corner of Betchan Street and Main Street by changing the zoning 
classification from Retail (C-1) with a Downtown Overlay to Planned Development Residential R-
1-6000 and adopting a site plan and development regulations (Z-20-006).  
 
EXISITING CONDITIONS: 
 
The property is zoned Retail (C-1) and is situated in the Downtown Overlay District. The subject 
tract is currently undeveloped and consists of open pasture. 
 
ADJACENT LAND USES AND ZONING: 
 
North: Single-family residences zoned R-1-6000 with a Downtown Overlay  
East: Main Street Right-of-Way 
South: Betchan Street Right-of-Way 
West: Single-family Residences zoned R-1-6000 with Downtown Overlay – R-1-6000 
 
BACKGROUND INFORMATION:  
 
The applicant, Mr. Paul Perry, has applied to rezone Lot 7, Block 1, Providence Addition, an 
approximately .22-acre tract of land situated at the northwest corner of Betchan and Main Street.  
Mr. Perry is the owner of the property and intends to develop the lot with three (3) residential 
homes. The proposed rezoning would change the zoning of the lot to Planned Development R-1-
6000 with a Downtown Overlay. The proposal contemplates three residential homes developed 
on 3200 -square foot lots.  
 
The proposal is to construct single-family homes on lots smaller than what is typically found in R-
1-6000.  The project would consist of Craftsman-style homes and create a walkable downtown 
environment with pedestrian linkages to Main Street and residences along Betchan Street. 
 



Due to the unique configuration of the lot, the three proposed lots as part of the development 
will vary in size and are projected to be developed as follows: 

• Lot 1: 66’ wide x 61’ deep 
• Lot 2: 41’ wide x 79’ deep 
• Lot 3: 40’ wide x 92’ deep 

 
The regulations proposed as part of the planned development compared to what is typically 
required in R-1-6000 with a Downtown Overlay are as follows: 
 

 Existing R-1-6000 standards 
(with a Downtown Overlay) 

Proposed 
PD regulations 

Front yard 10 from back of curb 5 feet from property 
line (20-30’ from 

R.O.W.) 
Side yards No side setbacks required in 

Downtown Overlay 
5 feet from side yard 

(10 feet separation 
between homes) 

 
Rear yards No Rear setbacks required 

in Downtown Overlay  
10 feet 

Minimum Lot Width 50 feet 40 feet 
Minimum Lot Depth 90 feet 72 feet 
Minimum Lot Area: 6,000 square feet 3,200 square feet 
Minimum dwelling size 1,200 square feet 1,400 square feet 

 
The intent of the development is to build Craftsman-Style homes that are compatible with the 
residential units constructed along Betchan Street. The applicant has included architectural 
requirements for the Planned Development that each home shall meet to achieve the desired 
aesthetics of the development. The applicant shall confirm at the time of building permit 
submittal that the proposed residences provide no less than four (4) of the architectural 
requirements:  

• Corbels 
• Gable pediments 
• Craftsman-style front door 
• Horizontal/staggered edge siding  
• Carriage style garage doors accented with architectural windows 
• Hardware, shutters on front elevation windows 
• Front porch columns  

 
CONFORMANCE WITH COMPREHENSIVE PLAN: 
 
The recently adopted Lake Dallas Vision 2030 Comprehensive Plan designates this area as a 
“Mixed-Use Development,” which is intended to include a mixture of uses (vertically or 



horizontally) including residential, retail, commercial and office uses in a walkable setting. The 
proposed concept plan is compatible with the future land use plan and can tie into developments 
immediately to the west of the site and help to facilitate a walkable environment within the 
Downtown Overlay. 
 

 
 
PLANNING ANALYSIS: 
 
Land Use:   
 
The proposed project is compatible with a mixed-use walkable community as designated in the 
Future Land Use Plan. The proposed development would provide linkages to the Lake Dallas 
Downtown area as well as residences along Betchan Street, helping to create a walkable 
community environment. 
 
Planned Development: 
 
Per Article XV. Special Districts- Division 1. Planned Development of the Lake Dallas Code of 
Ordinances, Planned Developments are appropriate for lots an acre or greater in area. The Code 
also indicates that a planned development may be appropriate on smaller lots if there are 
circumstances such as topographical constraints or exceptional circumstances that would be 
better addressed with the adoption of a planned development rather than using straight zoning.  
 



Staff believes the location of the lot, the adjacent residential uses, and the proposed architecture 
of the residential homes are suitable to the location and would help in creating a walkable 
environment in the Lake Dallas Downtown region. Per Section 122-639, the final plat for a 
Residential Planned Development shall serve as the site plan for the project. At the time of final 
plat, City staff and the Development Review Committee will confirm compliance with all 
Subdivision Ordinance and Planned Development Regulations.  
 
Traffic 
 
The project is not large enough to require a traffic impact analysis.   
 
Drainage 
 
The property is situated in an area of minimal flood hazard. Any on-site drainage will be 
addressed during the platting and site plan review. 
 
Regulatory Issues 
 
The property will need to be re-platted in accordance with the Subdivision Ordinance and 
proposed Planned Development Regulations prior to any building permits being approved.  
 
FINANCIAL CONSIDERATION:  
 
The proposed development, when built out, would generate additional property and sales taxes.  
It would also require additional costs in police, fire, and other city services. City staff has not 
made a detailed fiscal assessment of the impact of the development. 
 
Public Hearing Responses: 
 
This item requires a public hearing prior to taking action on the requested ordinance.  As of 
January 7, 2021, City staff has received the following written responses from public hearing 
notifications: 
 

• One (1) Neutral Reply 
• One (1) Letter in Opposition 

 
Planning and Zoning Commission Recommendation: 
 
The City of Lake Dallas Planning and Zoning Commission considered this Zoning Change Request 
at its December 17, 2020 Regular Meeting. Following a public hearing, discussion was held and a 
motion was made to recommend approval of the zoning change request with the condition that 
the applicant and City staff work together between the Planning and Zoning Commission meeting 



and City Council to determine feasibility of adding sidewalks to the development. The motion 
was seconded. The motion carried by a vote of four (4) in favor to none (0) opposed.  
Updates Since Planning and Zoning Commission: 
 
Per the recommendation of the Planning and Zoning Commission, City staff met with the 
applicant on December 30, 2020, to discuss options regarding the construction of sidewalks along 
Betchan Street.  
 
Mr. Perry explained to City staff there are two potential options for the construction of a 
sidewalk, which options are because of limited space along the right-of-way because of the 
location of an existing drainage flume. The two options each have their own set of pros and cons.  
 
Option 1: Construct the sidewalk to the east of the drainage flume (between Main Street and the 
flume). This option would be more aesthetically pleasing and would provide walkability 
immediately adjacent to the street. However, because the ground slopes from Main Street down 
towards the drainage flume, construction of a small retaining wall (1’-2’ in height) would be 
necessary in order to level the sidewalk.  
 
Option 2: Construct a sidewalk to the west of the drainage flume. This option allows for 
construction of a level sidewalk without constructing additional structures and is sufficiently 
distanced from the street for pedestrian safety. However, this location would make it appear the 
sidewalk is running through the front yards of the new homes and may look out of place.  
 
Recommended Motion: 
 
After conducting the public hearing, staff recommends City Council make one of the following 
motions: 
 
I move to APPROVE the ordinance amending the development and use regulations applicable to 
the property described as Lot 7, Block 1, Providence Addition generally located at the northwest 
corner of Betchan Street and Main Street as presented with the addition that the property be 
developed with sidewalks constructed east of the existing drainage flume. 
 
I move to APPROVE the ordinance amending the development and use regulations applicable to 
the property described as Lot 7, Block 1, Providence Addition generally located at the northwest 
corner of Betchan Street and Main Street as presented with the addition that the property be 
developed with sidewalks constructed to the west of the existing drainage flume. 
 
I move to APPROVE the ordinance amending the development and use regulations applicable to 
the property described as Lot 7, Block 1, Providence Addition generally located at the northwest 
corner of Betchan Street and Main Street as presented without the requirement to construct 
sidewalks as recommended by the Planning and Zoning Commission. 
 



I move to DENY the request to adopt the presented ordinance amending the development and 
use regulations applicable to the property described as Lot 7, Block 1, Providence Addition. 
Attachments: 

1. Draft Ordinance 
2. Applicant Proposal 
3. Applicant Draft Regulations 
4. Public Hearing Responses 



CITY OF LAKE DALLAS, TEXAS 
 

ORDINANCE NO. 2020 – 
 

AN ORDINANCE OF THE CITY COUNCIL OF THE CITY OF LAKE 
DALLAS, TEXAS, AMENDING THE CITY OF LAKE DALLAS ZONING 
ORDINANCE AND ZONING MAP RELATING TO THE USE AND 
DEVELOPMENT OF LOT 7, BLOCK 1, PROVIDENCE ADDITION, BY 
CHANGING THE ZONING FROM RETAIL (C-1) WITH DOWNTOWN 
OVERLAY DISTRICT TO PLANNED DEVELOPMENT DISTRICT FOR 
RESIDENTIAL R-1-6000 USES; ADOPTING DEVELOPMENT 
REGULATIONS AND A SITE PLAN; PROVIDING FOR A CONFLICTS 
RESOLUTION CLAUSE; PROVIDING A SEVERABILITY CLAUSE; 
PROVIDING A SAVINGS CLAUSE; PROVIDING A PENALTY OF FINE 
NOT TO EXCEED TWO THOUSAND DOLLARS ($2,000) FOR EACH 
OFFENSE; AND PROVIDING AN EFFECTIVE DATE. 

 
WHEREAS, the Planning and Zoning Commission and the governing body of the City of 

Lake Dallas, Texas, in compliance with the laws of the State of Texas and the ordinances of the 
City of Lake Dallas, Texas, have given the requisite notices by publication and otherwise, and after 
holding due hearings and affording a full and fair hearing to all the property owners generally and 
to all persons interested and situated in the affected area, and in the vicinity thereof, and in the 
exercise of its legislative discretion, have concluded that the City of Lake Dallas Zoning Ordinance 
and Zoning Map of the City of Lake Dallas, Texas, as previously amended, should be amended. 
 
NOW, THEREFORE, BE IT ORDAINED BY THE CITY COUNCIL OF THE CITY OF 
LAKE DALLAS, TEXAS, THAT: 
 
SECTION 1. CHANGE OF ZONING CLASSIFICATION 
 
The City of Lake Dallas Zoning Ordinance as set forth in Chapter 122 of the Lake Dallas Municipal 
Code, and the Zoning Map of the City of Lake Dallas, Texas, (collectively “the Zoning 
Ordinance”) as previously amended, be further amended relating to the use and development of 
Lot 7, Block 1, Providence Addition, an addition to the City of Lake Dallas, Denton County, Texas, 
according to the plat thereof recorded as Document No. 2018-464, Plat Records, Denton County, 
Texas (“the Property”), by changing the zoning from Retail (C-1) with Downtown Overlay District 
to Planned Development District for Residential R-1-6000 Uses subject to Section 2 of this 
Ordinance. 
 
SECTION 2. LAND USE AND DEVELOPMENT STANDARDS 
 
The Property shall be developed and used in accordance with the applicable provisions of the 
Zoning Ordinance, as amended, subject to the following modifications: 
 
A. Base Zoning. The Property shall be used and developed in accordance with the use and 

development regulations of the R-1-6000 Single Family Dwelling District, except as 
modified by this Ordinance. 

 



B. Planned Development Site Plan:  The Property shall be used and developed substantially 
as depicted on the Planned Development Site Plan attached hereto as Exhibit “B” and 
incorporated herein by reference (“Site Plan”). The City Manager may authorize minor 
changes to the Site Plan as provided in Section 122-636 of the Zoning Ordinance. 

 
C. Lot and Dwelling Development Standards. The Property shall be developed with no 

more than three (3) single-family residential lots.  The lots developed on the Property and 
the Dwelling Units constructed on the lots within the Property shall comply with the 
following development standards: 

 
Minimum Lot Area 3.200 sq. ft. 

Maximum Number of Lots  3 
Minimum Lot Width1 40 feet 
Minimum Lot Depth 72 feet 

Minimum Front Yard Setback 5 feet 

Minimum Side Yard Setback 
(interior/corner) 

5 feet; but with not less than 10-foot separation 
between dwelling units 

Minimum Rear Yard Setback 10 feet 

Minimum House Size All homes will exceed ≥1,400 square 
feet of air-conditioned living area. 

 
D. Architectural Design:  The architectural style of the main structures constructed on each 

lot within the Property shall be generally representative of the Craftsman-style building 
elevations set forth in Exhibit “B,” attached hereto and incorporated herein by reference 
(the “Elevations”), subject to the following: 

 
(1) Homes shall contain articulated front entrances with no single face front elevations 

permitted.  Minimum of two (2) front articulations is required. 
 
(2) Shutters, if installed, will be sized and shaped to match the associated openings. 
 
(3) Each dwelling unit must be designed and constructed with at least four (4) of the 

following architectural features: 
 

(a) Corbels 
 
(b) Gable pediments 
 
(c) Craftsman-style front door 
 
(d) Horizontal/staggered edge siding  
 
(e) Carriage style garage doors accented with architectural windows 
 
(f) Hardware, shutters on front elevation windows 
 



(g) Front porch columns 
 

SECTION 3. CONFLICTS. 
 
To the extent of any irreconcilable conflict with the provisions of this Ordinance and other 
ordinances of the City of Lake Dallas governing the use and development of the Property and 
which are not expressly amended by this Ordinance, the provisions of this Ordinance shall be 
controlling.  In the event there is an irreconcilable conflict within the text of this Ordinance, 
including any exhibits attached hereto, relating to the applicable standard to be enforced with 
respect to development of the Property, the strictest standard shall be controlling unless the City 
Council determines by approval of a motion or resolution that the less stringent standard is to 
apply. 
 
SECTION 4. SEVERABILITY CLAUSE. 
 
Should any word, sentence, paragraph, subdivision, clause, phrase or section of this Ordinance, or 
of the City of Lake Dallas Zoning Ordinance, as amended hereby, be adjudged or held to be void 
or unconstitutional, the same shall not affect the validity of the remaining portions of said 
ordinance or the City of Lake Dallas Zoning Ordinance, as amended hereby, which shall remain 
in full force and effect. 
 
SECTION 5. SAVINGS CLAUSE. 
 
An offense committed before the effective date of this Ordinance is governed by prior law and the 
provisions of the City of Lake Dallas Zoning Ordinance, as amended, in effect when the offense 
was committed, and the former law is continued in effect for this purpose. 
 
SECTION 6. PENALTY. 
 
Any person violating any of the provisions of this ordinance shall be deemed guilty of a 
misdemeanor and upon conviction thereof shall be fined in a sum not to exceed Two Thousand 
Dollars ($2,000) and a separate offense shall be deemed committed upon each day during or on 
which a violation occurs or continues. 
 
SECTION 7. EFFECTIVE DATE. 
 
This Ordinance shall become effective from and after the date of its passage and final publication 
in accordance with the Charter of the City of Lake Dallas and/or applicable state law and it is 
accordingly so ordained. 
 
PASSED AND APPROVED BY THE CITY COUNCIL OF THE CITY OF LAKE DALLAS, 
TEXAS ON THIS THE ____ DAY OF JANUARY 2021. 

 
APPROVED: 
 
 
____________________________________ 
Michael Barnhart, Mayor  



 
ATTEST: 
 
 
________________________________ 
Codi Delcambre, City Secretary 
 
APPROVED AS TO FORM: 
 
 
_______________________________ 
Kevin B. Laughlin., City Attorney 
(kbl:12/10/2020:119637)  



Ordinance No. 2020-____ 
 

EXHIBIT A 
DEVELOPMENT SITE PLAN 

 
 



Ordinance No. 2020-____ 
 

EXHIBIT B 
ELEVATIONS 
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Zoning Change Application for  

Lot 7, Block 1, Providence Addition of 

Odd Triangle Shape Lot from Retail to Residential 

 

Site Information:  

• Gross acreage and density of the development .224 acres; 9,751 Sq. Feet   

• At this stage, all privately owned, divided into single family lots 

• Minimum lot size: 3200 sq. ft.  

• Setbacks: 

o 5 ft. side setbacks (10 ft. between homes);  

o 10 ft. rear setback;  

o 5ft. front yard setbacks 

• Minimum square footage:1400 sq. ft. 

• Landscaping requirements – two (2) trees planted  

• Architectural requirements: each home shall incorporate four (4) or more 

elements into the elevation: 

o Corbels,  

o gable pediments, 

o  Craftsman style front door,  

o Horizontal siding, 

o  staggered edge, & Board and Batten, Carriage style garage doors accented 

o Divided windows 

• Single family residential use as per R-1-6000. 

Each home will be an architectural style described as Craftsman. The front elevations 
will incorporate 4 or more elements of the following: Corbels, gable pediments, 
Craftsman style front door, multiple Hardie/LP Smartside exterior surfaces including 
horizontal, staggered edge, & Board and Batten, Carriage style garage doors accented 



with architectural windows and hardware, shutters on front elevation windows, front 
porch columns if applicable that follow a Craftsman look. 
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 AGENDA ITEM 7 
 CITY COUNCIL 

AGENDA MEMO 
Prepared By: Angie Manglaris, Director of Development Services                       January 14, 2021 

Public Hearing on Lot 2-A, Block A, Gatlin Addition Zoning Change from  
Retail (C-1) to Commercial District (C-3) 

 
DESCRIPTION:  
 
Conduct a public hearing and consider an ordinance amending the development and use 
regulations applicable to property described as Lot 2-A, Block A, Gatlin Addition generally located 
north on Carlisle Drive and to the east of the DCTA Rail Trail by changing the zoning classification 
from Retail (C-1) to Commercial District (C-3) (Z-20-005). 
 
EXISITING CONDITIONS: 
 
The property is zoned Retail (C-1) and is currently undeveloped open pasture with clusters of 
trees scattered throughout the site.  
 
ADJACENT LAND USES AND ZONING: 
 
North: Single-family residences zoned C-1 – Retail  
East: Single-family residences zoned R-1-6000 –Single Family Dwelling District  
South: The Children’s Learning Center zoned C-1 – Retail  
West: Undeveloped parcel zoned C-3 – Commercial  
 
BACKGROUND INFORMATION:  
 
The applicant, Ms. Marykay Smith, came before City Council with a Zoning Change request for 
Lots 2-A and 3-A, Gatlin Addition for Heritage Ridge, a planned development for residential uses 
in June of 2020. The proposal was to reason the two lots (a combination of Retail and 
Commercial) the PD-R-1-6000. The City Council considered the Planned Development request at 
their June 11, 2020 Regular Meeting and denied the rezoning of the property.  
 
In November 2020, Ms. Marykay Smith submitted a new development application and has 
applied to rezone Lot 2-A, Gatlin Addition, a 4.767-acre tract of land near the corner of Carlisle 
Drive and the DART/DCTA rail corridor from Retail (C-1) to Commercial (C-3).  Ms. Smith is the 
owner of the property and intends to develop the lot with a storage unit facility. The conceptual 
plan indicates the project would consist of storage units ranging in size from 20’x10’ and 50’x15’, 



totaling 80 units, and space for the outdoor storage of recreational vehicles. Ms. Smith also owns 
Lot 3-A, Gatlin Addition, immediately to the west of the subject tract.  Lot 3-A is zoned C-3 and 
would be incorporated into the site plan should the zoning request be approved.  
 
CONFORMANCE WITH COMPREHENSIVE PLAN 
 
The intended land use, storage facility, conflicts with the recently adopted Lake Dallas Vision 
2030 Comprehensive Plan. 2030 Vision designates the area as a combination of “single family 
residential,” and “Mixed-Use Development”, which is intended to include a mixture of uses 
(vertically or horizontally) including residential, retail, commercial and office uses in a walkable 
setting.  

 
 
PLANNING ANALYSIS: 
 
Land Use:   
The proposed land use conflicts with the land use designation in the Vision 2030 Comprehensive 
Plan. Any potential conflicts with adjacent land uses would be addressed at the time of site plan 
submittal. Per Section 122-1131 of the Lake Dallas Code of Ordinances, the applicant is required 
to screen any nonresidential development adjacent to residential uses. 
 



The intent of the zoning application is to rezone Lot 2-A Gatlin Addition for the development of 
a storage facility. It is important to note that this is a straight zoning case from C-1 to C-3. Should 
the zoning case be approved, the applicant would be allowed to construct the proposed storage 
facility, or any other use as allowed in the C-3 District. 
 
Traffic 
The project is not large enough to require a traffic impact analysis.  Lake Cities Fire Department 
has indicated that they will be able to serve the proposed development. 
 
Drainage 
The property has a slight ridgeline that runs from northwest portion of the property to the 
southeast portion of the property. Staff has raised the concern of the amount of permeable 
surface on site as shown in the conceptual plan. Any on-site drainage will be addressed during 
the site plan review process and shall comply with the City of Lake Dallas Code of Ordinances and 
Engineering Design Standards Manual. 
 
Regulatory Issues 
The applicant will need to submit a site plan for the project before any building permits may be 
submitted. At the time of site plan review, staff will review the proposed development for 
compliance with requirements as set forth in the Lake Dallas Code of Ordinances and the 
Engineering Design Standards Manual. The proposed site plan would go before the Planning and 
Zoning Commission and City Council prior to final approval.  
 
FINANCIAL CONSIDERATION:  
 
The proposed development, when built out, would generate additional sales tax. The City has not 
made a detailed fiscal assessment of the impact of the development. 
 
PUBLIC HEARING RESPONSES: 
 
This agenda item is a public hearing. In accordance with State Law and City Ordinances, notice of 
public hearing was sent to property owners within of the subject tract. As of January 7, 2021, City 
staff has not received any responses.   
 

PLANNING AND ZONING COMMISSION RECOMMENDATION: 
 
The City of Lake Dallas Planning and Zoning Commission considered this Zoning Change request 
at their December 17, 2020 Regular Meeting. Discussion was held regarding the project and a 
motion was made to recommend City Council approve the zoning change request as presented. 
The motion was seconded. The motion carried by a vote of four (4) in favor to none (0) 
opposed.  
 



RECOMMENDED MOTION: 
 
After conducting the public hearing, City staff recommends the following motion: 
 
I move to APPROVE/DENY an ordinance amending the development and use regulations 
applicable to property described as Lot 2-A, Block A, Gatlin Addition generally located north on 
Carlisle Drive and to the east of the DCTA Rail Trail by changing the zoning classification from 
Retail (C-1) to Commercial District (C-3) (Z-20-005). 
 
ATTACHMENTS: 
 

1. Draft Ordinance 
2. Applicant Conceptual Plan 
3. Applicant Response to DRC Comments 
4. C-1 Through C-3 Permitted Uses 



CITY OF LAKE DALLAS, TEXAS 
 

ORDINANCE NO. 2020 – 
 

AN ORDINANCE OF THE CITY COUNCIL OF THE CITY OF LAKE 
DALLAS, TEXAS, AMENDING THE LAKE DALLAS ZONING 
ORDINANCE AND ZONING MAP BY CHANGING THE ZONING 
REGULATIONS APPLICABLE TO THE USE AND DEVELOPMENT OF 
LOT 2-A, BLOCK A, GATLIN ADDITION, FROM THOSE APPLICABLE 
TO A RETAIL (C-1) DISTRICT TO THOSE APPLICABLE TO A 
COMMERCIAL (C-3) DISTRICT; PROVIDING FOR A CONFLICTS 
RESOLUTION CLAUSE; PROVIDING A SEVERABILITY CLAUSE; 
PROVIDING A SAVINGS CLAUSE; PROVIDING A PENALTY OF FINE 
NOT TO EXCEED TWO THOUSAND DOLLARS ($2,000) FOR EACH 
OFFENSE; AND PROVIDING AN EFFECTIVE DATE. 
 

 
WHEREAS, the Planning and Zoning Commission of the City of Lake Dallas and the 

governing body of the City of Lake Dallas, in compliance with the laws of the State of Texas and 
the ordinances of the City of Lake Dallas, have given requisite notice by publication and 
otherwise, and after holding due public hearings and affording a full and fair hearing to all 
property owners generally and to all persons interested and situated in the affected area and in 
the vicinity thereof, and in the exercise of its legislative discretion have concluded that the 
Comprehensive Zoning Ordinance and Map should be amended. Now, Therefore, 
 

BE IT ORDAINED BY THE CITY COUNCIL OF THE CITY OF LAKE 
DALLAS, TEXAS, THAT: 
 
 SECTION 1. The Comprehensive Zoning Ordinance and Map of the City of Lake 
Dallas, Texas, heretofore duly passed by the governing body of the City of Lake Dallas, as 
heretofore amended, be, and the same are hereby amended by changing the zoning regulations 
governing the use and development of Lot 2-A, Block A, Gatlin Addition, an addition to the City 
of Lake Dallas, Texas, according to the plat thereof recorded as Document No. 2019-83, Plat 
Records, Denton County, Texas (“the Property”) from those applicable to Retail “C-1” District 
to those applicable to the Commercial “C-3” District.  
 

SECTION 2. In the event of an irreconcilable conflict between the provisions of another 
previously adopted ordinance of the City of Lake Dallas and the provisions of this ordinance as 
applicable to the use and development of the Property, the provisions of this Ordinance shall be 
controlling. 

 
SECTION 3. Should any sentence, paragraph, subdivision, clause, phrase or section of 

this ordinance be adjudged or held to be unconstitutional, illegal or invalid the same shall not 
affect the validity of this ordinance as a whole, or any part or provision thereof other than the 
part so decided to be invalid, illegal or unconstitutional, and shall not affect the validity of the 
Comprehensive Zoning Ordinance as a whole. 



 
SECTION 4. An offense committed before the effective date of this ordinance is 

governed by the prior law and the provisions of the Comprehensive Zoning Ordinance, as 
amended in effect when the offense was committed, and the former law is continued in effect for 
this purpose. 

 
SECTION 5. Any person, firm or corporation violating any of the provisions or terms of 

this ordinance shall be subject to the same penalty as provided for in the Comprehensive Zoning 
Ordinance of the City of Lake Dallas, as heretofore amended, and upon conviction shall be 
punished by a fine not to exceed the sum of Two Thousand ($2,000.00) Dollars for each offense; 
and each and every day such violation shall continue shall be deemed to constitute a separate 
offense. 

 
SECTION 6. This ordinance shall take effect immediately from and after its passage 

and the publication of the caption as the law and charter in such cases provides. 
 

PASSED AND APPROVED BY THE CITY COUNCIL OF THE CITY OF LAKE 
DALLAS, TEXAS ON THIS THE ____ DAY OF JANUARY 2021. 

 
APPROVED: 
 
 
____________________________________ 
Michael Barnhart, Mayor  

 
ATTEST: 
 
 
________________________________ 
Codi Delcambre, City Secretary 
 
APPROVED AS TO FORM: 
 
 
_______________________________ 
Kevin B. Laughlin., City Attorney 
(kbl:12/10/2020:119640) 
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Angie Manglaris

From: marykaysmith5@gmail.com
Sent: Monday, December 7, 2020 1:32 PM
To: Angie Manglaris
Cc: John Cabrales
Subject: RE: Gatlin Addition Rezoning Project - 1st Review 
Attachments: LD Application - LOT 2 zoning -LCFD review approval 12.7.20.pdf

[EXTERNAL] 

Hi Angie, 
 
Thank you for following up.  Responses below in yellow: 
 
1.Specify what Zoning District is being requested. Use application attached to this email.  
Application attached 

 
2. The Future Land Use Plan calls for this area being split between mixed use development and single family 
residential. The staff presentation for this project will make note that the proposed use does not conform to 
the FLUP. 
The C1 portion of our property has no road frontage for accessibility and is land locked with the exception of 
the C3 which is only has 100 feet of accessibility from Carlisle.  As owners of the property and part of the 
12.1% of vacant land in Lake Dallas, we were not notified nor asked to be stakeholders during  the 2017 
Comprehensive Plan Process in which it was decided that future use of our land be mixed use or 
residential.   However, as you are aware, we recently submitted  a residential project which would have been 
in line with the FLUP but was denied.  Going back to 2015 – 2016, we were approved for a storage plan on lot 
2 and lot 3.  Both the Planning & Zoning and City Council approved the storage plan.  Based on the feedback 
for all submissions, we are pursuing the previously approved project. 
 
3. I know the site plan is conceptual in nature at this time; however, the all gravel site will not be acceptable 
when it comes time for project design. 
The future site will not be all gravel. As noted on the plan submitted, the entrance to the site as well as the 
drives within the site will be concrete.  Rock not gravel will be used at the site to prevent dust and allow for 
permeability thus producing very little runoff.  With the City of Lake Dallas, as a whole, focusing on reducing 
and preventing more runoff into the current bar ditches, this is a helpful solution to the city.  
             
4. I have several concerns that, should the zoning be approved, will need to be addressed at the time of site 
plan. Some things to consider: 
a. The amount of impervious surface appears to be more than what is allowable by code. 
The amount of pervious surface will be greater than 80%  
b. I see no conceptual landscaping 
Landscaping can only be done along Carlisle only. The land is landlocked and out of public eye 
c. Access will need to be approved by LCFD – I am not sure your proposed drive will be able to accommodate 
their trucks. They will required paving at a minimum. 
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Paving will be done off Carlisle road for better visibility, access,& fire suppression – see attached approval 
from LCFD 
d. I am not sure what open gravel storage entails, please explain. 
Open pervious areas on the site will allow post development runoff volumes to be limited. If detention is 
needed at all, our engineer will formulate. The slope of the interior road will be tilted to the inside to prevent 
drainage to the adjoining properties. Our engineer will use hydrologic methods to determine the best course 
for rainfall on the property to remain contained.  
 
Please advise if additional information is needed. 
 
Thank you- 
Mk 
 
RER, LLC 
Marykay Smith 
Cell:  940.453.4969  
 
From: Angie Manglaris [mailto:amanglaris@lakedallas.com]  
Sent: Saturday, December 5, 2020 1:45 PM 
To: Gmail <marykaysmith5@gmail.com> 
Cc: John Cabrales <jcabrales@lakedallas.com> 
Subject: RE: Gatlin Addition Rezoning Project - 1st Review  
 
Marykay,  
Checking to ensure you have received these comments and are preparing a second submittal. I will need this by the end 
of day Tuesday to ensure your project is on the agenda for the December Planning and Zoning Commission. 
Respectfully,  
 
Angie Manglaris  
Director of Development Services  
City of Lake Dallas 
212 Main Street  
Lake Dallas, Tx 75065 
O: 940.497.2226 ext. 401 
C: 817.247.8608 

 
 
ATTENTION: Please note any correspondence, such as e-mail or letters, sent to City Staff or City Officials may become a public 
record and made available for Public/Media review. 
 
 
 
 

From: Angie Manglaris  
Sent: Monday, November 30, 2020 4:18 PM 
To: Gmail <marykaysmith5@gmail.com> 
Subject: Gatlin Addition Rezoning Project - 1st Review  
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Good afternoon Marykay   
I hope you had an enjoyable Thanksgiving Week. Attached are comments from the 1st review of your proposed zoning 
project. Once you have read over all of the comments, please let me know if you have any questions. Please submit 
revisions as soon as possible.  
 
If we need to set up a Zoom Meeting of Phone Call this week to discuss in detail, I will be able to accommodate that as 
well.  
Let me know if you need anything.  
 
Respectfully,  
 
Angie Manglaris  
Director of Development Services  
City of Lake Dallas 
212 Main Street  
Lake Dallas, Tx 75065 
O: 940.497.2226 ext. 401 
C: 817.247.8608 

 
 
ATTENTION: Please note any correspondence, such as e-mail or letters, sent to City Staff or City Officials may become a public 
record and made available for Public/Media review. 
 
 











   AGENDA ITEM 8 
 
  

 
CITY COUNCIL 

AGENDA MEMO 
Prepared By: Angie Manglaris, Director of Development Services                       January 14, 2021 

Parking on Texas Drive 
 
DESCRIPTION: 
 
Receive a report, hold a discussion, and give staff direction regarding various parking 
considerations for Texas Drive. 
 
BACKGROUND INFORMATION: 
 
On August 14, 2019, the City of Lake Dallas hosted a community meeting with the residents of 
Texas Drive and Bolivar Avenue regarding the narrow roadways on these two streets which 
causes parking congestion when vehicles are parked on the public street. During the meeting, 
several ideas were considered by the group including doing nothing and leaving the roadways as-
is, installing “No Parking” signs on one side of the street, and creating the opportunity for citizens 
along these stretches of roadway to improve their boulevard access to park vehicles partially in 
the right of way.  Ultimately, there was no decision made, although residents in the area indicated 
the improvement of right-of-way area to allow for additional parking space was their preference. 
 
In the Summer of 2020, residents situated on Texas Drive and Bolivar Avenue inquired as to the 
status of the parking options discussed for their streets. City Council and staff held an additional 
workshop discussion recapping the previous meetings and potential solutions. During this 
discussion, City Council and staff came to the consensus that parking vehicles parallel on the 
street, with two wheels on the curb/right-of-way was not an optimal solution due to the potential 
long-term consequences.  
 
At the direction of Council, staff held an additional public meeting with residents of Texas Drive 
and Bolivar Avenue on November 4, 2020 to discuss potential parking solutions. The proposed 
solution of parking on one side of the streets only was largely unfavorable among residents.  
 
Based on input received during the public forum, the following four (4) options for parking 
alternative along Texas Drive and Bolivar Avenue were formed: 
 
 
 
 



Option 1: Widening Driveways 
 
The premise behind option one is to allow and encourage property owners to widen their 
driveways to allow for additional parking space on their lot. Permits would be required and 
reviewed on a case-by-case basis by the Development Services Department. Provided the new 
portion of the driveway does not cut into the right-of-way, these permits can be quickly 
reviewed by City staff. 
 
Concerns:  The concern with this option is the maximum allowable 50% pervious surface 
coverage in front yards per City Ordiance. Given some of these lots are not very large, there 
could be a few cases where this issue arrises. If an Ordinace amendment is made to 
accommodate for front yard coverage in excess of 50%, it is important to note this would apply 
to all areas in the City zoned R-1-6000, not just Texas Drive and Bolivar Avenue. 
 
Example: 

 

 
Option 2: Widening Driveways and Permeable Pavers 
 
The second option is similar to the first since it would allow for driveway expansion to 
accommodate additional vehicles; however, it would differ in that the expansion could be done 
with permeable pavers so that new parking area does not count towards pervious lot coverage. 
This would help property owners avoid exceeding the allowable front yard lot coverage. In 
order to pursue this option, there would need to be a text amendment to the Code of 
Ordinances that specifically allows for permeable pavers as a parking surface.  
 
Concerns: This option has the potential to be more costly to the property owner due to the 
materials involved. 
 
 



Example:   

 

Option 3: Small Parking Strips 
 
This option would allow residents to construct small strips of concrete or gravel in the front 
yard for their vehicles to be situated on without having to provide excess paving or require a 
driveway extension. This option would be less costly on the resident and would take up less 
space in the overall front yard area. Similar to option two, this option would require some 
amendments to the language in the Code of Ordinances to better define gravel parking areas 
and their respective maintenance requirements. 
 
Concerns: The concern with this option is the solution would require property owners to drive 
over the curb continuously. Several internal departments and partnering agencies expressed 
concerns with this option as it involves strain on City curbs, could lead to long-term degradation 
of materials, and would limit right-of-way access if needed.  
 
Example: 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 
 
 
 



Option 4: One-sided Parking 
 
The final option is one-sided parking on Texas Drive. Parking on one side of the street would 
alleviate congestion along the roadways and allow for traffic to pass through more easily. This 
would be the least intensive of the options to implement. 
  
Concerns: This option is not favored by property owners in the area and would require the 
affected thoroughfares to become one-way to be able to function as intended.  
 
This item addresses Strategic Goal 1, Objective 1.6. 
 
FINANCIAL CONSIDERATION: 
 
There is no immediate financial impact to the taxpayers of Lake Dallas. Depending on what 
option is decided upon, there may be costs to property owners who wish to make 
improvements to their lots in order to provide additional parking.  
 
RECOMMENDED MOTIONS: 
 
There is no motion required as part of this item. After discussion, staff requests Council provide 
direction on how to proceed with the project.  
 
ATTACHMENT(S): 
 
Development Review Committee Responses  









Development Services Department 
212 Main Street 
Lake Dallas, Texas 
75065 940-497-2226 
(Tel.) 
940-497-4485 (Fax) 
www.lakedallas.com 

 

DRC APPLICATION REVIEW 
      
Date: December 10, 2020 
 
Project Description: Parking on Texas Drive – Alternative Solutions  
 
City Contact: Angie Manglaris 940-497-2226 Ext 401 

         212 Main St., Lake Dallas, TX 75065 
 

COMMENTS DUE BACK: December 18, 2020 
 
Please return comments to Hayden Scarnato, Management Assistant, hscarnato@lakedallas.com or Angie 
Manglaris, Director of Development Services amanglaris@lakedallas.com  
 
Distribution List 

□ Angie Manglaris  Director of Development Services □ Lee Williams Halff Associates 
□ John Cabrales City Manager □ Kevin Gronwaldt Halff Associates 
□ Layne Cline Public Works Superintendent  □ Kimberly Ponsonby Spectrum 
□ Mark DiCiaccio Lake Cities Municipal Utilities Authority □ Jim Tankersley Century Link 
□ Devin Shields Lake Cities Municipal Utilities Authority □ Ron Hays Atmos Energy 
□ Dan Carolla Police Chief □ Chase Nelson Oncor 
□ Chad Thiessen Lake Cities Fire Department □  Republic 
□ David Rodriguez Lake Cities Fire Department □ File copy  

 
The application listed above has been filed with the Department of Development Services.  Please review the 
project (attached plans, etc.) and return this sheet with your comments or recommendations prior to the due date 
listed above. 
 
Please sign, mark and return this form, even if you have no comments or issues. 
 

David Rodriguez   David Rodriguez    LCFD  12/10/2020 
_________________________    ______________________  _____________________  ___________________ 
Name (Please Print)  Signature   Dept./Org.  Date 
 
Comments: 
___X__ No comments/acceptable as proposed 
______ See attached comments 







   AGENDA ITEM  9 
 
  

 
CITY COUNCIL 

AGENDA MEMO 
Prepared By: Michele Sanchez                                                                            January 14, 2020 

Lease Agreement – Fire Station 
 
DESCRIPTION: 
 
Consider and Act on a Resolution authorizing the City Manager to negotiate and sign the renewal 
of the lease agreement with the City of Corinth for the use of the facility at 275 Main Street as a 
fire station. 
 
BACKGROUND INFORMATION: 
 
The lease agreement between the City of Lake Dallas and the City of Corinth for the Fire Station 
at 275 Main Street, expires on September 30, 2021. The current four-year agreement took effect 
beginning on October 1, 2017. 
 
This item addresses Strategic Goal 4, Objective 4.2, and Strategic Goal 5, Objective 5.1. 
 
FINANCIAL CONSIDERATION: 
 
The current four-year lease agreement (October 1, 2017 to September 30, 2021) with the City of 
Corinth generated $181,079.64 for the City of Lake Dallas. The renewal of the lease agreement 
will be for an additional 5 years, and each year will see a 2% increase in rental fee. This will 
generate $243,896.48 for the City of Lake Dallas over the next 5 years. These terms are 
acceptable to the City of Corinth and they used these figures in their revenue/expenditure 
projections for the five-year Interlocal Agreement for fire services beginning October 1, 2021. 
 
 

Period Annual Rent Monthly Installment 
October 1, 2021 to 

September 30, 2022 $46,866.76 $3905.56 (with 12th payment 
being $3905.60) 

October 1, 2022 to 
September 30, 2023 $47,804.09 $3983.67 (with 12th payment 

being $3983.72) 
October 1, 2023 to 

September 30, 2024 $48,760.17 $4063.34 (with 12th payment 
being $4063.43) 

October 1, 2024 to 
September 30, 2025 $49,735.38 $4144.61 (with 12th payment 

being $4144.67) 
October 1, 2025 to 

September 30, 2026 $50,730.08 $4227.50 (with 12th payment 
being $4227.58) 



 
RECOMMENDED MOTIONS: 
 
I move to approve/deny a resolution authorizing the City Manager to negotiate and sign the 
renewal of the lease agreement with the City of Corinth for the use of the facility at 275 Main 
Street as a fire station. 
 
ATTACHMENT(S): 
 
1. Current Lease Agreement 
2. Proposed Lease Agreement 
3. Resolution 
 































CITY OF LAKE DALLAS, TEXAS 
RESOLUTION NO. 01142021-_____ 

 
A RESOLUTION OF THE CITY COUNCIL OF THE CITY OF LAKE 
DALLAS, TEXAS, AUTHORIZING THE CITY MANAGER TO SIGN THE 
THIRD RENEWAL OF THE LEASE AGREEMENT WITH THE CITY OF 
CORINTH FOR THE FIRE STATION AT 275 MAIN STREET; AND 
PROVIDING AN EFFECTIVE DATE 

 
WHEREAS, the City of Lake Dallas (“Lake Dallas”) has previously entered into an interlocal 
agreement with the City of Corinth (“Corinth”) to provide fire protection and emergency medical 
services within Lake Dallas’ corporate limits; and 
 
WHEREAS, in order to allow such services to be provided in a more timely and effective manner, 
Lake Dallas has leased its fire station located at 275 Main Street (“the Fire Station”) to Corinth; 
and 
 
WHEREAS, the term of the current lease of the Fire Station ends on September 30, 2021; and 
 
WHEREAS, the City Council of the City of Lake Dallas finds it to be in the public interest to 
authorize the negotiation and renewal of the Lease for an additional term and provide for the 
payment for rent therefor. 
 
NOW, THEREFORE, BE IT RESOLVED BY THE CITY COUNCIL OF THE CITY OF 
LAKE DALLAS, TEXAS, THAT: 
 
SECTION 1.  The City Manager is authorized to sign on behalf of the City a third renewal of the 
lease of the Fire Station with Corinth substantially in the form attached hereto as Exhibit “A” and 
incorporated herein by reference. 
 
SECTION 2.  This Resolution shall be effective immediately upon approval.  
 
 PASSED AND APPROVED this the 14th day of January 2021. 
 
ATTEST:      APPROVED: 
 
 
_____________________________   ______________________________ 
Codi Delcambre, City Secretary   Michael Barnhart, Mayor  
 
APPROVED AS TO FORM: 
 
 
______________________________ 
Kevin B. Laughlin, City Attorney 
(kbl:1/7/2021:116274)



Resolution No. 01142021-___ 
Exhibit “A” – Form for Third Renewal of Lease 

 
THIRD LEASE RENEWAL 

 
 This THIRD LEASE RENEWAL (“Third Renewal”) is entered as of the Effective Date 
by and between the CITY OF LAKE DALLAS (“Landlord”), a Texas home rule municipality, 
and the CITY OF CORINTH (“Tenant”), a Texas home rule municipality.  Landlord and Tenant 
are collectively referred to herein as “Parties” and separately as “Party.” 
 

RECITALS 
 

 WHEREAS, on or about January 18, 2008, the Parties entered into in that certain Lease, 
(“the Original Lease”) wherein Tenant agreed to Lease the Premises (as defined in the Lease) from 
Landlord pursuant to the terms contained therein; and 
 
 WHEREAS, on or about September 6, 2012, the Parties entered into that certain Lease 
Renewal Agreement Between the City of Corinth, Texas and the City of Lake Dallas, Texas (“the 
First Renewal”) providing for extension of the term of the Original Lease and the amount of Rent 
to be paid by Tenant during said extended term; and 
 
 WHEREAS, on or about September 14, 2017, the Parties entered into that certain Second 
Lease Renewal Agreement (“the Second Renewal”) providing for the further extension of the term 
of the Original Lease and the amount of Rent to be paid by Tenant during said extended term (the 
Original Lease, First Renewal, and Second Renewal collectively referred to herein as “the Lease”); 
and 
 
 WHEREAS, the Parties desire to further extend the term of the Lease and establish the 
amount of Rent to be paid by Tenant during such period. 
 

AGREEMENT 
 
 NOW, THEREFORE, for and in consideration of the covenants and conditions set forth 
herein, the Parties agree as follows: 
 
1. Defined Terms:  Except as otherwise provided herein, the words and phrases used in this 

Third Renewal shall have the same meaning as set forth in the Lease. 
 
2. Extension of Lease Term:  Notwithstanding anything to the contrary in the Lease, the 

Term of the Lease shall be amended and extended for the period commencing on October 
1, 2021 and ending September 30, 2026 (the “Third Renewal Period”), subject to further 
extension or earlier termination as provided in the Lease.  Notwithstanding the foregoing, 
this Lease shall terminate as of the date of termination of that certain Interlocal Agreement 
for Fire and Emergency Medical Services between the Parties effective October 1, 2021. 

 



3. Rent During Third Renewal Period:  Tenant agrees to pay Rent in the following amounts 
during the following periods of the Third Renewal Period: 

 
Period Annual Rent Monthly Installment 

October 1, 2021 to 
September 30, 2022 $46,866.76 $3905.56 (with 12th payment 

being $3905.60) 
October 1, 2022 to 

September 30, 2023 $47,804.09 $3983.67 (with 12th payment 
being $3983.72) 

October 1, 2023 to 
September 30, 2024 $48,760.17 $4063.34 (with 12th payment 

being $4063.43) 
October 1, 2024 to 

September 30, 2025 $49,735.38 $4144.61 (with 12th payment 
being $4144.67) 

October 1, 2025 to 
September 30, 2026 $50,730.08 $4227.50 (with 12th payment 

being $4227.58) 
 
4. No Further Amendments:  Except as amended and/or extended pursuant to Sections 2 

and 3 of this Third Renewal, the Lease remains in full force and effect without further 
amendments. 

 
5. Effective Date:  This Third Renewal shall be effective on the date it is signed by the 

authorized representatives of the Parties (“the Effective Date”). 
 
 SIGNED AND AGREED this ___ day of ________________________, 2021. 
 

LANDLORD: 
CITY OF LAKE DALLAS, TEXAS 
 

[Exhibit Only – Do Not Sign] 
By: ________________________________ 
 John Cabrales, Jr., City Manager 

 
ATTEST: 
 
 
___________________________________ 
Codi Delcambre, City Secretary 
 
APPROVED AS TO FORM 
 
____________________________________ 
Kevin B. Laughlin, City Attorney 
 
 
  



 SIGNED AND AGREED this ___ day of ________________________, 2021. 
 

TENANT: 
CITY OF CORINTH, TEXAS 
 

[Exhibit Only – Do Not Sign] 
By: _______________________________ 
 Bob Hart, City Manager 
 

 

ATTEST: 
 
 
____________________________________ 
City Secretary 
 
APPROVED AS TO FORM: 
 
 
____________________________________ 
City Attorney 
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THIRD LEASE RENEWAL 
 

 This THIRD LEASE RENEWAL (“Third Renewal”) is entered as of the Effective Date 
by and between the CITY OF LAKE DALLAS (“Landlord”), a Texas home rule municipality, 
and the CITY OF CORINTH (“Tenant”), a Texas home rule municipality.  Landlord and Tenant 
are collectively referred to herein as “Parties” and separately as “Party.” 
 

RECITALS 
 

 WHEREAS, on or about January 18, 2008, the Parties entered into in that certain Lease, 
(“the Original Lease”) wherein Tenant agreed to Lease the Premises (as defined in the Lease) from 
Landlord pursuant to the terms contained therein; and 
 
 WHEREAS, on or about September 6, 2012, the Parties entered into that certain Lease 
Renewal Agreement Between the City of Corinth, Texas and the City of Lake Dallas, Texas (“the 
First Renewal”) providing for extension of the term of the Original Lease and the amount of Rent 
to be paid by Tenant during said extended term; and 
 
 WHEREAS, on or about September 14, 2017, the Parties entered into that certain Second 
Lease Renewal Agreement (“the Second Renewal”) providing for the further extension of the term 
of the Original Lease and the amount of Rent to be paid by Tenant during said extended term (the 
Original Lease, First Renewal, and Second Renewal collectively referred to herein as “the Lease”); 
and 
 
 WHEREAS, the Parties desire to further extend the term of the Lease and establish the 
amount of Rent to be paid by Tenant during such period. 
 

AGREEMENT 
 
 NOW, THEREFORE, for and in consideration of the covenants and conditions set forth 
herein, the Parties agree as follows: 
 
1. Defined Terms:  Except as otherwise provided herein, the words and phrases used in this 

Third Renewal shall have the same meaning as set forth in the Lease. 
 
2. Extension of Lease Term:  Notwithstanding anything to the contrary in the Lease, the 

Term of the Lease shall be amended and extended for the period commencing on October 
1, 2021 and ending September 30, 2026 (the “Third Renewal Period”), subject to further 
extension or earlier termination as provided in the Lease.  Notwithstanding the foregoing, 
this Lease shall terminate as of the date of termination of that certain Interlocal Agreement 
for Fire and Emergency Medical Services between the Parties effective October 1, 2021. 

 
3. Rent During Third Renewal Period:  Tenant agrees to pay Rent in the following amounts 

during the following periods of the Third Renewal Period: 
 



PAGE 2 THIRD LEASE RENEWAL (FIRE STATION LEASE) 
(kbl:1/7/2021:116273) 

Period Annual Rent Monthly Installment 
October 1, 2021 to 

September 30, 2022 $46,866.76 $3905.56 (with 12th payment 
being $3905.60) 

October 1, 2022 to 
September 30, 2023 $47,804.09 $3983.67 (with 12th payment 

being $3983.72) 
October 1, 2023 to 

September 30, 2024 $48,760.17 $4063.34 (with 12th payment 
being $4063.43) 

October 1, 2024 to 
September 30, 2025 $49,735.38 $4144.61 (with 12th payment 

being $4144.67) 
October 1, 2025 to 

September 30, 2026 $50,730.08 $4227.50 (with 12th payment 
being $4227.58) 

 
4. No Further Amendments:  Except as amended and/or extended pursuant to Sections 2 

and 3 of this Third Renewal, the Lease remains in full force and effect without further 
amendments. 

 
5. Effective Date:  This Third Renewal shall be effective on the date it is signed by the 

authorized representatives of the Parties (“the Effective Date”). 
 
 SIGNED AND AGREED this ___ day of ________________________, 2021. 
 

LANDLORD: 
CITY OF LAKE DALLAS, TEXAS 
 
 
By: ________________________________ 
 John Cabrales, Jr., City Manager 

 
ATTEST: 
 
 
___________________________________ 
Codi Delcambre, City Secretary 
 
APPROVED AS TO FORM 
 
____________________________________ 
Kevin B. Laughlin, City Attorney 
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 SIGNED AND AGREED this ___ day of ________________________, 2021. 
 

TENANT: 
CITY OF CORINTH, TEXAS 
 
 
By: _______________________________ 
 Bob Hart, City Manager 
 

 

ATTEST: 
 
 
____________________________________ 
City Secretary 
 
APPROVED AS TO FORM: 
 
 
____________________________________ 
City Attorney 



 
   AGENDA ITEM 10 

 
  

 
CITY COUNCIL 

AGENDA MEMO 
Prepared By: Layne Cline, Public Works Superintendent            January 14, 2021 

Appointment to the Parks Master Plan Review Committee 
 
DESCRIPTION: 
 
Receive a report and hold a discussion and take appropriate action on appointing a board 
member to the Review Committee for the City of Lake Dallas Parks & Open Spaces Masterplan.  
 
BACKGROUND INFORMATION: 
 
The City of Lake Dallas is accepting Statements of Qualification from qualified consultants, 
architects, engineers, landscape architects or other technical planning professionals with 
experience in municipal parks & recreation projects, for the creation of a Parks and Open Spaces 
Masterplan, with consideration to our city and neighboring cities trail networks. The Parks and 
Open Spaces Masterplan should consider the Parks Masterplan adopted in 2003 as well as the 
goals and objectives laid out in Lake Dallas’ Vision 2030 Comprehensive Plan. The Masterplan 
should include an inventory of existing facilities and equipment in the City; identify 
recommendations for parks, trails, facilities, trail linkages and other areas of improvement.  
 
The City needs to create a Review Committee to review proposals, interview firms and select the 
candidate for the project. This Committee will be made up from Parks and Recreation Board 
members, Community Development Corporation Board members, a City Council liaison and City 
Staff. The City’s Review Committee will evaluate and score each proposal submitted. Should the 
City award this contract, it shall be made on the basis of demonstrated competence and 
qualification to perform the services for a fair and reasonable price. The objective of the Review 
Committee will be to select the firm that is the most highly qualified to service the City’s needs 
and make their recommendation to the City Council. City Staff may contact selected firms to 
arrange a date and time for interviews. Submissions found to be incomplete or fail to address the 
needs of the City will not be evaluated.  
 
Below are important dates for the project: 
 
IMPORTANT DATES: 
 RFQ Issue Date:   Monday December 7, 2020 
 RFQ Publication Dates:  Monday December 14, 2020 



 Questions Deadline:  Wednesday, January 20, 2021 @ 4:00 PM CST 
 Submittal Due Date and Time: Monday, February 1, 2021 @ 4:00 PM CST 
 Submittal Opening:   Wednesday, February 3, 2021 @ 2:00 PM CST 
 Interview Week:    February 8- February 12, 2021 
 Expected Contract Date:  Monday, March 1, 2021 
 
Below is the project schedule that the committee will follow all the way through adoption. 
 

November 2020 City staff assembles review committee made up of staff, City 
Council liaison, Parks and Recreation Board Members, and 
CDC 

December 2020-January 
2021 

Review committee finalizes RFQ and accepts submissions  

February 2021 Review committee interviews qualified firms  
March 2021 Kick-off meeting held for selected firm and review 

committee 
April-June 2021 Visioning and plan development meetings held for review 

committee 
July 2021   Final draft of plan presented to review committee and hears 

recommendations 
August 2021   Parks & Recreation Board public hearing and 

recommendation to adopt plan 
September 2021  City Council hears plan with recommendations for adoption  

 
 
FINANCIAL CONSIDERATION: 
 
The cost for this project will be paid for partially from Community Development Corporation 
funds that have been identified for this, and the remaining balance will be paid out of the Parks 
Department budget. We will not know the cost until a proposal is approved by the City Council. 
 
RECOMMENDED MOTIONS: 
 
I nominate _______________, as the Lake Dallas City Council representative to the Review 
Committee for the City of Lake Dallas Parks & Open Spaces Masterplan.  
 
ATTACHMENT(S): 
 

1. Request for Statement of Qualifications 
 



CITY OF LAKE DALLAS 
REQUEST FOR QUALIFICATIONS
PARKS MASTER PLAN AND OPEN SPACE/TRAILS UPDATE
DECEMBER 7, 2020
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Request for Statement of Qualifications

For Parks Master Plan and Open Space/Trails Update 

IMPORTANT DATES: 
SOQ Issue Date:
SOQ Publication Dates:
Questions Deadline:  
Submittal Due Date and Time: 
Submittal Opening:   
Interview Week:  
Expected Contract Date: 

Monday December 7, 2020 
Monday December 14, 2020 
Wednesday, January 20, 2021 @ 4:00 PM CST 
Monday, February 1, 2021 @ 4:00 PM CST 
Wednesday, February 3, 2021 @ 2:00 PM CST
February 8-February 12, 2021 
Monday, March 1, 2021 

Statements of Qualifications (SOQ) for the services specified will be received by the City of Lake
Dallas until the date and time as indicated above.  Please submit one (1) original SOQ, one (1) 
digital SOQ and seven (7) copies of the SOQ in hard copy only.  

Delivery and Mailing Address: Proposal Contact: 
City of Lake Dallas Layne Cline 
Attn.: Public Works Department Public Works Superintendent 
212 Main Street 940-497-2226 ext.- 501
Lake Dallas, Texas 75065 lcline@lakedallas.com

Late submissions will not be considered. Statements of Qualifications must be submitted with 
the SOQ number and the respondent’s name and address clearly indicated on the front of the 
envelope.  Additional instructions for preparing a Statement of Qualifications are provided 
within.    

The City appreciates your time and effort in preparing a response. The City does not accept oral, 
telephone, faxed or electronic proposal.  Proposal will be accepted only if delivered in person, by 
the U.S. Postal Service, or by delivery service such as UPS or Federal Express.  The City is not 
responsible for, missing, lost, or late deliveries. 

****RESPONDENTS ARE STRONGLY ENCOURAGED TO CAREFULLY READ THE**** 

ENTIRE DOCUMENT PRIOR TO SUBMITTING A RESPONSE.

mailto:lcline@lakedallas.com
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1. Introduction

The City of Lake Dallas is accepting Statements of Qualification from qualified consultants, 

architects, engineers, landscape architects or other technical planning professionals with 

experience in municipal parks & recreation projects, for the creation of a Parks and Open 

Spaces Masterplan, with consideration to our city and neighboring cities trail networks. The 

Parks and Open Spaces Masterplan should consider the Parks Masterplan adopted in 2003 as 

well as the goals and objectives laid out in Lake Dallas’ Vision 2030 Comprehensive Plan. The 

Masterplan should include an inventory of existing facilities and equipment in the City; identify 

recommendations for parks, trails, facilities, trail linkages and other areas of improvement. The 

contract will be awarded to the firm that best fits the needs of the City based on the evaluation 

criteria stated herein.  
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2. Community Background

Lake Dallas is a charming lakeside community of 2.7 square miles on the shores of Lewisville 

Lake ten miles south of Denton and 7 miles north of Lewisville on I-35E in southeastern Denton 

County.  The City is bordered by I-35E to the west and Lewisville Lake to the east and is 30 miles 

northwest of downtown Dallas, 38 miles northeast of downtown Fort Worth, and 18 miles from 

the Dallas-Fort Worth International Airport.  The City owns four parks; City Park, Community 

Park, River Oaks Park and Thousand Oaks Park, all varying in size and uniqueness. At these 

parks some of the amenities that can be found are: playground equipment, swing sets, picnic 

tables and seating, walking/nature trails, open spaces and a pond with a fountain feature. Along 

the shores of Lewisville Lake is the City’s largest and most beautiful park, Willow Grove Park. 

This park is located on protected and preserved Army Corp of Engineers land leased by the City 

of Lake Dallas and offers a scenic location for an afternoon picnic, walking or biking the Willow 

Grove Park Trail, or just a quiet and beautiful place to relax in nature. 

Lake Dallas leaders and residents look ahead to a future where our city parks and open spaces 

both elevate the beauty of our existing natural resources and seamlessly connect residents to 

these places so they can be enjoyed by all for years to come.  
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3. Scope of Work

A. The selected firm/consultant will be expected to provide a plan that addresses the 
following:

a. Demographics Analysis

i. Determine the defining characteristics of Lake Dallas residents.

b. Standards Analysis

i. Evaluate the City’s current resources and park inventory based on 
nationally accepted parks and recreation standards and perform 
comparison studies with relevant comparison cities.

c. Existing Conditions Analysis

i. Conduct a detailed analysis of the City’s existing parks, trails, recreation 
facilities (including joint-use facilities with Lake Dallas Independent 
School District (LDISD) and the U.S. Army Corps. of Engineers (USACE) 
park property along Lake Lewisville). Firms should utilize the City’s 

existing planning documents and Future Land Use Plan to conduct the 

analysis and prepare documents for review.

d. Direct tie-ins and references to existing goals of the City Comprehensive Plan 
should be addressed as part of the new Parks Masterplan. Main objectives 
identified in the Vision 2030 Comprehensive Plan include:

i. Conduct a walking audit to prioritize sidewalk needs

ii. Prioritize development of bicycle and pedestrian improvements along 
Hundley Dr. and Shady Shores Rd.

iii. Consider adopting the Trust for Public Land’s 10 minute “Walk to Park” 
vision

iv. Preserve floodplain areas as natural open space

v. Coordinate with neighboring cities and regional partners on trail and 
greenbelt initiatives

vi. Create connection to the Denton County Transportation Authority (DCTA) 
Rail Trail and develop pedestrian gateways

vii. Conduct a planning and design study or the citywide shoreline

viii. Consider partnerships with faith-based groups or other cities to offer 
recreation opportunities

e. Demand/Needs Analysis

i. Firms shall utilize public involvement to establish recommendations from 
residents. Public opinions, surveys, focus groups, and stakeholder



6 

meetings shall be utilized to provide data necessary to determine the 

prioritization of facilities, programming, and park development needs of 

the City.  

f. Action Plan

i. The new Parks Masterplan shall serve as a guide for the City for 
prioritizing projects, parks, developing and maintaining trails, park 
maintenance, staff requirements, recreational opportunities and 
programs and financial planning for the Lake Dallas Parks Department for 
the next ten (10) years. The action plan shall at a minimum include the 
following:

1. Identify recreational opportunities on City-owned parkland as well 
as USACE Property, including identification of potential costs for 

these programing opportunities.

2. Identify costs associated with the development, maintenance, and 
enhancement of new and/or existing recreational parks and 
facilities. This should include the cost of any staffing required.

3. Identify partnership opportunities with area sports associations for 

the use of City parks.

4. Identify, review, and recommend changes to City Ordinances 
pertaining to parks as well as park rules and regulations.

5. Develop a Trails Masterplan including trail standards, trail signage, 
and identifying trail linkages both within the City and connections 
to adjacent cities.

6. Identify grant and funding opportunities and resources to 
construct parks and facilities identified in the master plan.

7. Develop a prioritized list of future projects based on goals outlined 

in the Parks Masterplan and community input. Include a suggested 

timeline for each project identified.

8. Identify branding and signage opportunities for parks and trails, 
include signage standards to be uniformly incorporated at all 
existing and future parks.

9. Identify relevant regional trends relating to future park 
development projects.
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g. Meetings 

i. Firms should include a recommended number of meetings with various 

stakeholders, boards and commissions, the public and City Council in 

order to develop the Parks Masterplan.  

B. Deliverables 

a. Data from surveys and research, timelines of project development, maps, 

graphics and text for entire plan 

b. Electronic and hard copies of the plan 

c. Large-scale maps  

d. Insert a timeline within the Masterplan for achievement of goals and projects as 

identified in the document 

C. Interviews & Presentations  

a. In fairness to all firms, requests for interviews prior to the closing time and date 

will not be permitted. Selection may be made strictly from the information 

provided in the submission.  However, the City of Lake Dallas reserves the right 

to conduct interviews with, and request presentations from any respondents. 
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4. Insurance  

A. Adhere to the following insurance: 

a. A commercial general liability policy of insurance for bodily injury, death and 

property damage insuring against all claims, demands or actions relating to the 

Professional’s performance of services pursuant to this Agreement with a 

minimum combined single limit of not less than $1,000,000.00 per occurrence 

for injury to persons (including death), and for property damage; 

b. An automobile liability insurance policy covering any vehicles owned and/or 

operated by Professional, its officers, agents, and employees, and used in the 

performance of this Agreement with policy limits of not less than $500,000.00 

combined single limit and aggregate for bodily injury and property damage; 

c. If Professional employs employees, Statutory Worker’s Compensation Insurance 

at the statutory limits and Employers Liability covering all of Professional’s 

employees involved in the provision of services under this Agreement with policy 

limit of not less than $500,000.00; and 

d. Professional Liability covering negligent acts, errors and omissions in the 

performance of professional services with policy limit of not less than 

$1,000,000.00 per claim and $1,000,000.00 in the aggregate. 

B. Except as otherwise stated, all insurance and certificate(s) of insurance shall contain the 

following provisions: 

a. Name the City, its officers, and employees as additional insureds as to all 

applicable coverage (not including the Workers Compensation Insurance and 

Professional Liability); 

b. Provide for at least thirty (30) days prior written notice to the City for 

cancellation or non-renewal of the insurance or reduction in coverage limits; 

and 

c. Provide for a waiver of subrogation against the City for injuries, including 

death, property damage, or any other loss to the extent the same is covered 

by the proceeds of insurance (not including the Professional Liability 

Insurance). 

C. All insurance companies providing the required insurance shall be authorized to transact 

business in Texas and rated at least “A” by AM Best or other equivalent rating service. 

D. A certificate of insurance evidencing the required insurance and all endorsements shall 

be delivered to City prior to commencement of services. 
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Indemnification:  CITY SHALL NOT BE LIABLE FOR ANY LOSS, DAMAGE, OR INJURY OF ANY KIND 

OR CHARACTER TO ANY PERSON OR PROPERTY ARISING FROM THE SERVICES PROVIDED BY 

PROFESSIONAL PURSUANT TO THIS AGREEMENT. PROFESSIONAL HEREBY WAIVES ALL CLAIMS 

AGAINST CITY, ITS OFFICERS, AGENTS AND EMPLOYEES (COLLECTIVELY REFERRED TO IN THIS 

SECTION AS “CITY”) FOR DAMAGE TO ANY PROPERTY OR INJURY TO, OR DEATH OF, ANY PERSON 

TO THE EXTENT ARISING AT ANY TIME AND FROM ANY CAUSE OTHER THAN THE NEGLIGENCE OR 

WILLFUL MISCONDUCT OF CITY OR BREACH OF CITY’S OBLIGATIONS HEREUNDER. PROFESSIONAL 

AGREES TO INDEMNIFY, DEFEND, AND SAVE HARMLESS CITY FROM AND AGAINST LIABILITIES, 

DAMAGES, CLAIMS, SUITS, COSTS (INCLUDING COURT COSTS, REASONABLE ATTORNEYS’ FEES 

AND COSTS OF INVESTIGATION) AND ACTIONS OF ANY KIND BY REASON OF INJURY TO OR DEATH 

OF ANY PERSON OR DAMAGE TO OR LOSS OF PROPERTY TO THE EXTENT CAUSED BY 

PROFESSIONAL’S NEGLIGENT PERFORMANCE OF SERVICES UNDER THIS AGREEMENT OR BY 

REASON OF ANY NEGLIGENT ACT OR OMISSION ON THE PART OF PROFESSIONAL, ITS OFFICERS, 

DIRECTORS, SERVANTS, EMPLOYEES, REPRESENTATIVES, CONSULTANTS, LICENSEES, 

SUCCESSORS OR PERMITTED ASSIGNS (EXCEPT WHEN SUCH LIABILITY, CLAIMS, SUITS, COSTS, 

INJURIES, DEATHS OR DAMAGES ARISE FROM OR ARE ATTRIBUTED TO NEGLIGENCE OF CITY, IN 

WHOLE OR IN PART, IN WHICH CASE PROFESSIONAL SHALL INDEMNIFY CITY ONLY TO THE 

EXTENT OR PROPORTION OF NEGLIGENCE ATTRIBUTED TO PROFESSIONAL AS DETERMINED BY A 

COURT OR OTHER FORUM OF COMPETENT JURISDICTION). PROFESSIONAL’S OBLIGATIONS 

UNDER THIS SECTION SHALL NOT BE LIMITED TO THE LIMITS OF COVERAGE OF INSURANCE 

MAINTAINED OR REQUIRED TO BE MAINTAINED BY PROFESSIONAL UNDER THIS AGREEMENT. 

THIS PROVISION SHALL SURVIVE THE TERMINATION OF THIS AGREEMENT. 
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5. Submittals  

In order for your firm to be considered for this project, please submit the proposal in 

accordance to the format below:  

A. Letter of Transmittal  

a. Legal name of firm/company as registered with the Secretary State of Texas  

b. Address of office  

c. Date of the Proposal 

d. Names of personnel involved, including: titles, addresses, email addresses 

and phone numbers 

e. Signed letter of transmittal  

B. Table of Contents  

C. Company’s professional qualifications and team’s experience  

a. Provide a history of the company including size, years in existence, location and a 

summary of personnel and portfolio experience as it relates to the creation of 

parks and recreation masterplans. 

b. Please provide details on any concurrent projects which may interfere with Lake 

Dallas’ proposed timeline found below 

c. Provide at least three (3) examples of past projects worked on at the municipal 

level in order of priority. The City of Lake Dallas reserves the right to contact 

listed municipalities at any time during the RFP/RFQ process. Please include for 

each of the examples:  

i. Name and address of the entity of which work was performed for 

ii. Brief overview of work performed  

iii. Total contract amount  

iv. Duration of project from award to final submission 

d. Provide qualifications of each team member who will be involved in the scope of 

this project. Please identify their roles and provide examples of past work.  

D. Planned Approach and Methodology Toward Project  

a. Please provide a detailed management plan on how team will accomplish the 

work needed to complete this project being considered.  

b. Propose timeline with special consideration to the City of Lake Dallas’ proposed 

timeline below. 

c. Please provide any expectations for the City of Lake Dallas to help meet the 

proposed timeline. 
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E. Budget  

a. Please itemize all not-to-exceed fees associated with this proposed project, 

including travel expenses for each phase. 

b. Provide a fee schedule hourly rate for each team member and/or subcontractor 

if applicable.  

F. References  

a. Please provide 3 references for the City of Lake Dallas to contact. These 

references can overlap with the past project contacts mentioned above. 

Additional points will be awarded to references where the scope of work 

performed shows similarity to this proposed project. For each reference, please 

include:  

i. Client name and address 

ii. Contact person, phone number and email address 

iii. Brief overview of work performed and short description of services 

iv. Total fee of contract 
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6. Evaluation of Criteria  

The City of Lake Dallas will select finalists to be interviewed based upon the criteria listed in this 

section. The City will then select the firm it determines to be the most highly qualified to 

perform the masterplan identified in the “Scope of Work” and attempt to negotiate an 

agreement. If the City is unable to reach a satisfactory agreement, it may commence 

negotiations with the firm determined to be the next highly qualified.  

The City’s Review Committee will evaluate and score each proposal submitted. Should the City 

award this contract, it shall be made on the basis of demonstrated competence and 

qualification to perform the services for a fair and reasonable price. The objective of the Review 

Committee will be to select the firm that is the most highly qualified to service the City’s needs 

and make their recommendation to the City Council. City Staff may contact selected firms to 

arrange a date and time for interviews. Submissions found to be incomplete or fail to address 

the needs of the City will not be evaluated.  

The City reserves the right to: 

▪ require additional technical and pricing information; 
▪ have discussions with respondents regarding all elements which comprise the 

respondent’s proposal; 
▪ to accept all or part of any proposal; 
▪ to reject any or all proposals;  
▪ to re-solicit for proposals. 

 
Proposals will be evaluated on, but not limited to, the following criteria and will be awarded 

points in each category up to the maximum number of points listed: 

Category  Maximum Points Awarded  

Firm’s overall ability to meet the City of Lake 
Dallas’ objectives as identified in the action 
plan 

30 

Experience of firm with similar projects and 
experience of key personnel directly working 
on project 

25 

Approach to methodology and project 
management. Commitment to timeline and 
budget 

25 

References 10 

Quality of response submission 10 
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7. Questions Deadline 

Questions regarding this request for qualifications/proposal must be submitted to the contact 

below and no other member of City staff, City Council, Review committee or other city 

leadership. Clarification requests will not be accepted by phone. Requests pertaining to this 

proposal must be received no later than five (5) calendar days prior to the closing date of the 

proposal.  

Questions should be submitted in writing (email) and answers will be sent to each individual 

respondent.  

Questions Deadline: Wednesday, January 20, 2021 4:00pm CST 
Proposal Contact: 

Layne Cline 
Public Works Superintendent 

lcline@lakedallas.com 
 

8. Projected Timeline  

November 2020 City staff assembles review committee made up 
of staff, City Council liaison, Parks and 
Recreation Board Members, and CDC 

December 2020-January 2021 Review committee finalizes RFQ and accepts 
submissions  

February 2021 Review committee interviews qualified firms  
March 2021 Kick-off meeting held for selected firm and review 

committee 
April-June 2021 Visioning and plan development meetings held 

for review committee 
July 2021   Final draft of plan presented to review committee 

and hears recommendations 
August 2021   Parks & Recreation Board public hearing and 

recommendation to adopt plan 
September 2021  City Council hears plan with recommendations 

for adoption  
 

mailto:lcline@lakedallas.com
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CITY COUNCIL 

AGENDA MEMO 
Prepared By: Daniel Carolla, Chief of Police                January 14, 2021 

Violence Against Women Justice and Training Program Grant Application 
 
DESCRIPTION: 
 
Consider and Act on a Resolution authorizing the City Manager to apply for and accept a grant 
through the Violence Against Women Justice and Training Program administered by the Office 
of the Governor. 
 
BACKGROUND INFORMATION: 
 
The Public Safety Office of the Office of the Governor has established Violence Against Women 
Justice and Training Program (Grant #4195001) to provide grant funds to assist Texas law 
enforcement agencies in the development of projects that promote a coordinated, multi-
disciplinary approach to improve the justice system’s response to violent crimes against women, 
including domestic violence, commercial sex trafficking, sexual assault, dating violence, and 
stalking. 
 
Staff recommends approving a resolution authorizing the City Manager to apply for and accept a 
grant through the Violence Against Women Justice and Training Program administered by the 
Public Safety Office of the Office of the Governor. 
 
This item addresses Strategic Goal 1, Objective 1.6 and Strategic Goal 4, Objective 4.2. 
 
FINANCIAL CONSIDERATION: 
 
The City commits to providing all applicable matching funds.  Matching funds can be either cash 
or in-kind contributions. 
 
RECOMMENDED MOTIONS: 
 
I move to approve/deny a resolution authorizing the City Manager to apply for and accept a 
grant through the Violence Against Women Justice and Training Program administered by the 
Office of the Governor. 
 
ATTACHMENT(S): 
 



1. Resolution  
 



CITY OF LAKE DALLAS, TEXAS 
RESOLUTION NO. 01142021-_____ 

 
A RESOLUTION OF THE CITY COUNCIL OF THE CITY OF LAKE 
DALLAS AUTHORIZING APPLICATION FOR AND ACCEPTANCE OF 
A GRANT THROUGH THE VIOLENCE AGAINST WOMEN JUSTICE 
AND TRAINING PROGRAM ADMINISTERED BY THE OFFICE OF THE 
GOVERNOR; AND PROVIDING AN EFFECTIVE DATE. 

 
WHEREAS, the Office of the Governor has established a Violence Against Women Justice and 
Training Program (“the Grant Program”) to provide grant funds to the City of Lake Dallas for the 
Violence Against Women Intervention Investigator Project (application #4195001) to assist Texas 
law enforcement agencies in the development of projects that promote a coordinated, multi-
disciplinary approach to improve the justice system’s response to violent crimes against women, 
including domestic violence, commercial sex trafficking, sexual assault, dating violence, and 
stalking; and 
 
WHEREAS, the City of Lake Dallas (“City”) possesses the legal authority to apply for, accept, 
or reject, alter, or terminate grant funds through the Grant Program, and make appointments for 
the conduct of the business relative to the Grant Program; and  
 
WHEREAS, City Administration recommends applying for the Violence Against Women 
Investigator (“the Grant Project”) and accepting such grant if awarded to the City; and 
 
WHEREAS, the City Council of the City of Lake Dallas, Texas, finds it in the best interest of the 
citizens of the City of Lake Dallas to apply for said grant funds and provide for the acceptance of 
said grant and that the Grant Program be operated for the 2021-2022 Fiscal Year.  
 
NOW, THEREFORE, BE IT RESOLVED BY THE CITY COUNCIL OF THE CITY OF 
LAKE DALLAS, TEXAS, THAT: 
 
Section 1. The City Council approves the submission of the grant application for the Grant 
Program to the Public Safety Office of Office of the Governor (Grant #4195001) for the City of 
Lake Dallas Violence Against Women Intervention Investigator Project. 
 
Section 2.  The City Council of the City of Lake Dallas agrees to provide applicable matching 
funds for the Grant Project as required by the WF-Violence Against Women Formula Grants grant 
application. 
 
Section 3.  The City Council of the City of Lake Dallas agrees that in the event of loss or misuse 
of the Office of the Governor funds, the funds will be returned to the Office of the Governor in 
full. 
 
Section 4.  The City Manager of the City of Lake Dallas is designated as the City’s authorized 
official and is given the power to apply for, accept, reject, alter, or terminate the Grant Project and 
related agreements on behalf of the City. 



 
Section 5.  This Resolution shall be effective immediately upon approval. 
 
 PASSED AND APPROVED this the 14th day of January 2021. 
 

City of Lake Dallas, Texas 
 
 
____________________________ 
Michael Barnhart, Mayor 

ATTEST: 
 
 
_______________________________ 
Codi Delcambre, TRMC, City Secretary 
 
APPROVED AS TO FORM: 
 
 
________________________________ 
Kevin B. Laughlin, City Attorney 
(kbl:12/22/2020) 



Office of the Governor, Public Safety Office 
Criminal Justice Division 
Funding Announcement: Violence Against 
Women Justice and Training Program, FY2022 

Purpose 
The purpose of this announcement is to solicit applications for projects that promote a coordinated, 
multi-disciplinary approach to improve the justice system’s response to violent crimes against women, 
including domestic violence, sexual assault, dating violence, and stalking. 

Available Funding 
Federal funding is authorized for these projects under the Violence Against Women Act of 2013 Pub. L. 
No. 113-4 (VAWA 2013).  VAWA funds are made available through a Congressional appropriation to the 
U.S. Department of Justice, Office on Violence Against Women. All awards are subject to the availability 
of appropriated federal funds and any modifications or additional requirements that may be imposed by 
law. 

Eligible Organizations 
Applications may be submitted by state agencies, public and private non-profit institutions of higher 
education, independent school districts, Native American tribes, councils of governments, non-profit 
corporations (including hospitals and faith-based organizations) and units of local government, which 
are defined as a non-statewide governmental body with the authority to establish a budget and impose 
taxes (includes hospital districts). Other local governmental agencies should apply through an associated 
unit of local government.  

Applicants seeking to provide direct services to victims of crime are not eligible under this solicitation 
and should apply under the General Victim Assistance Program Funding Announcement. 

Application Process 
Applicants must access the PSO’s eGrants grant management website at https://eGrants.gov.texas.gov 
to register and apply for funding.  For more instructions and information, see eGrants User Guide to 
Creating an Application, available here. 

Applicants are required to submit fully developed and detailed grant budgets at the time of 
application, PSO will not accept placeholder applications in lieu of a well written and detailed grant 
application.  

Key Dates 
Action Date 
Funding Announcement Release 12/14/2020 
Online System Opening Date 12/14/2020 
Final Date to Submit and Certify an Application 2/11/2021 at 5:00pm CST 
Earliest Project Start Date 09/01/2021 

https://egrants.gov.texas.gov/
https://egrants.gov.texas.gov/fundopp.aspx?name=eGrants_Guide_to_Creating_an_Application_12.2020.pdf&type=2
https://egrants.gov.texas.gov/fundopp.aspx?name=eGrants_Guide_to_Creating_an_Application_12.2020.pdf&type=2


Project Period 
Projects must start on or after 09/01/2021 and end on or before 09/30/2022. 

Funding Levels 
Minimum:  $5,000 

Maximum:  No Maximum 

Match Requirement:  25% of the total project 

Standards 
Grantees must comply with standards applicable to this fund source cited in the State Uniform Grant 
Management Standards (UGMS), Federal Uniform Grant Guidance, and all statutes, requirements, and 
guidelines applicable to this funding. 
Eligible Activities and Costs 
The following list of eligible and ineligible activities and costs apply generally to all projects under this 
announcement: 

1. Training law enforcement officers, judges, other court personnel, and prosecutors to more 
effectively identify and respond to violent crimes against women, including the crimes of 
sexual assault, domestic violence, dating violence, and stalking; 

2. Developing, training, or expanding units of law enforcement officers, judges, other court 
personnel, and prosecutors specifically targeting violent crimes against women, including the 
crimes of sexual assault, domestic violence, dating violence, and stalking; 

3. Developing and implementing more effective police, court, and prosecution policies, 
protocols, orders, and services specifically devoted to preventing, identifying, and responding 
to violent crimes against women, including the crimes of sexual assault, domestic violence, 
dating violence, and stalking, as well as the appropriate treatment of victims; 

4. Developing, installing, or expanding data collection and communication systems, including 
computerized systems, linking police, prosecutors, and courts or for the purpose of 
identifying, classifying, and tracking arrests, protection orders, violations of protection 
orders, prosecutions, and convictions for violent crimes against women, including the crimes 
of sexual assault, domestic violence, dating violence, and stalking; 

5. Supporting formal and informal statewide, multidisciplinary efforts, to the extent not 
supported by state funds, to coordinate the response of state law enforcement agencies, 
prosecutors, courts, victim services agencies, and other state agencies and departments, to 
violent crimes against women, including the crimes of sexual assault, domestic violence, 
dating violence, and stalking; 

6. Training of sexual assault forensic medical personnel examiners in the collection and 
preservation of evidence, analysis, prevention, and providing expert testimony and 
treatment of trauma related to sexual assault; 

7. Developing, enlarging, or strengthening programs to assist law enforcement, prosecutors, 
courts, and others to address the needs and circumstances of older and disabled women who 
are victims of sexual assault, domestic violence, dating violence, or stalking, including 
recognizing, investigating, and prosecuting instances of such violence or assault and targeting 

https://comptroller.texas.gov/purchasing/grant-management/
https://www.ecfr.gov/cgi-bin/text-idx?tpl=/ecfrbrowse/Title02/2cfr200_main_02.tpl


outreach and support, counseling, and other victim services to such older and disabled 
individuals; 

8. Developing and promoting state or local policies that enhance best practices for responding 
to sexual assault, domestic violence, dating violence, and stalking; 

9. Developing, implementing, or enhancing Sexual Assault Response Teams, or other similar 
coordinated community responses to sexual assault;  

10. Developing and strengthening policies, protocols, best practices, and training for law 
enforcement agencies and prosecutors relating to the investigation and prosecution of sexual 
assault cases and the appropriate treatment of victims.; 

11. Identifying and conducting inventories of backlogs of sexual assault evidence collection kits 
and developing protocols and policies for responding to and addressing such backlogs, 
including protocols and policies for notifying and involving victims; 

Program-Specific Requirements 
Legal Assistance for Victims (LAV) Certification:  

All VAWA applicants must certify that they meet the following federal statutory requirements in regards 
to the provision of legal advocacy: 

(1) Any person providing legal assistance through a program funded under this VAWA Program  

(a) has demonstrated expertise in providing legal assistance to victims of domestic violence, 
dating violence, sexual assault or stalking in the targeted population; or  

(b) is partnered with an entity or person that has demonstrated expertise described in 
subparagraph (A) and has completed or will complete training in connection with domestic 
violence, dating violence, sexual assault or stalking and related legal issues, including training on 
evidence-based risk factors for domestic and dating violence homicide.  

(2) Any training program conducted in satisfaction of the requirement of paragraph (1) has been or will 
be developed with input from and in collaboration with a state, local, territorial, or tribal domestic 
violence, dating violence, sexual assault, or stalking victim service provider or coalition, as well as 
appropriate tribal, State, territorial, and local law enforcement officials.  

(3) Any person or organization providing legal assistance through a program funded under this Program 
has informed and will continue to inform state, local, or tribal domestic violence, dating violence or 
sexual assault programs and coalitions, as well as appropriate State and local law enforcement officials 
of their work.  

(4) The grantee's organizational policies do not require mediation or counseling involving offenders and 
victims physically together, in cases where sexual assault, domestic violence, dating violence, or child 
sexual abuse is an issue. 

 

 



Eligibility Requirements 
1. Entities receiving funds from PSO must be located in a county that has an average of 90% or 

above on both adult and juvenile dispositions entered into the computerized criminal history 
database maintained by the Texas Department of Public Safety (DPS) as directed in the Texas 
Code of Criminal Procedure, Chapter 66. The disposition completeness percentage is defined as 
the percentage of arrest charges a county reports to DPS for which a disposition has been 
subsequently reported and entered into the computerized criminal history system. 

Beginning January 1, 2021, counties applying for grant awards from the Office of the Governor 
must commit that the county will report at least 90 percent of convictions and other dispositions 
within five business days to the Criminal Justice Information System at the Department of Public 
Safety. 

2. Eligible applicants operating a law enforcement agency must be current on reporting complete 
UCR data and the Texas specific reporting mandated by 411.042 TGC, to the Texas Department of 
Public Safety (DPS) for inclusion in the annual Crime in Texas (CIT) publication. To be considered 
eligible for funding, applicants must have submitted a full twelve months of accurate data to DPS 
for the most recent calendar year by the deadline(s) established by DPS.  Due to the importance 
of timely reporting, applicants are required to submit complete and accurate UCR data, as well as 
the Texas-mandated reporting, on a no less than monthly basis and respond promptly to 
requests from DPS related to the data submitted.  Note: UCR is transitioning from summary 
reporting to NIBRS only in 2021.  Applicants are encouraged to transition to NIBRS as soon as 
possible in order to maintain their grant eligibility. 

3. Local units of government, including cities, counties and other general purpose political subdivisions, 
as appropriate, and institutions of higher education that operate a law enforcement agency, must 
comply with all aspects of the programs and procedures utilized by the U.S. Department of 
Homeland Security (“DHS”) to: (1) notify DHS of all information requested by DHS related to illegal 
aliens in Agency’s custody; and (2) detain such illegal aliens in accordance with requests by DHS. 
Additionally, counties and municipalities may NOT have in effect, purport to have in effect, or make 
themselves subject to or bound by, any law, rule, policy, or practice (written or unwritten) that 
would: (1) require or authorize the public disclosure of federal law enforcement information in 
order to conceal, harbor, or shield from detection fugitives from justice or aliens illegally in the 
United States; or (2) impede federal officers from exercising authority under 8 U.S.C. § 1226(a), § 
1226(c), § 1231(a), § 1357(a), § 1366(1), or § 1366(3). Lastly, eligible applicants must comply with all 
provisions, policies, and penalties found in Chapter 752, Subchapter C of the Texas Government 
Code. 
 
Each local unit of government, and institution of higher education that operates a law enforcement 
agency, must download, complete and then upload into eGrants the CEO/Law Enforcement 
Certifications and Assurances Form certifying compliance with federal and state immigration 
enforcement requirements. This Form is required for each application submitted to OOG and is 
active until August 31, 2022 or the end of the grant period, whichever is later. 

4. Eligible applicants must have a DUNS (Data Universal Numbering System) number assigned to its 
agency (to request a DUNS number, go to https://fedgov.dnb.com/webform). 

5. Eligible applicants must be registered in the federal System for Award Management (SAM) 
database located at https://www.sam.gov/. 

Failure to comply with program eligibility requirements may cause funds to be withheld and/or 
suspension or termination of grant funds. 

https://egrants.gov.texas.gov/fundopp.aspx?name=CEO-LE_Cert-Assurances_Form-Blank.pdf&type=2
https://egrants.gov.texas.gov/fundopp.aspx?name=CEO-LE_Cert-Assurances_Form-Blank.pdf&type=2
https://fedgov.dnb.com/webform
https://www.sam.gov/


Prohibitions 
Grant funds may not be used to support the unallowable costs listed in the Guide to Grants or any of the 
following unallowable costs: 

1. Construction, renovation, or remodeling;  

2. Medical services other than forensic medical examinations and prophylaxis;  

3. Law enforcement equipment that is standard department issue; 

4. Processing DNA evidence; 

5. Victim-offender meetings that serve to replace (or as a part of) criminal justice proceedings; 

6. Services to incarcerated individuals, including re-entry rehabilitative services related to the 
crime for which they are incarcerated; 

7. Medical training; 

8. Cash payments to victims, gift cards, or fuel vouchers; 

9. Creation of a voucher program where victims are directly given vouchers for such services as 
housing or counseling; 

10. Leasing or purchasing vehicles; 

11. Legal defense services for perpetrators of violence against women; 

12. Criminal defense work, including for women who assault, kill, or otherwise injure their abusers; 

13. Liability insurance on buildings; 

14. Nonessential maintenance on buildings, including minor renovations, lawn care, landscaping, 
painting, plumbing and HVAC repair; 

15. Reimbursement to crime victims for expenses incurred as a result of a crime, such as insurance 
deductibles, replacement of stolen property, funeral expenses, lost wages, and medical bills; 

16. Services for programs that primarily focus on children and/or men; 

17. Activities exclusively related to violence prevention, such as media campaigns to educate the 
general public about violence against women, public awareness, and community education 
campaigns are also prohibited; 

18. Prosecution of child sexual abuse when the victim is now an adult; 

19. Relocation expenses for victims of domestic violence, sexual assault, or stalking such as moving 
household goods to a new location in another state or acquiring furniture or housing in a new 
location; 

20. Development or presentation of a domestic violence, sexual assault, dating violence, or stalking 
curriculum for primary or secondary schools (educating students from an existing curriculum 
would also be prohibited); 

21. Activities that may compromise victim safety; and 

22. Any other prohibition imposed by federal, state or local law or regulation. 

https://egrants.gov.texas.gov/fundopp.aspx?name=2020%20Guide_to_Grants.pdf&type=2


Selection Process 
Application Screening: The Office of the Governor will screen all applications to ensure that they meet 
the requirements included in the funding announcement. Applications that meet those requirements 
will move forward to the merit review phase. 

Merit Review: – Local Projects: Projects with a local impact will be reviewed by a panel appointed by 
the local Council of Governments using their own criteria. The merit review panels will assess the 
applications for quality and rank by priority, and then report their findings to the Office of the Governor. 
Applicants must contact their applicable regional Council of Governments (COG). Each of Texas’ 24 COGs 
holds its own application planning workshops, workgroups, and/or subcommittees and facilitates 
application prioritization for certain programs within its region. Failure to comply with regional 
requirements imposed by the COG may render an application ineligible. 

Merit Review – Statewide Projects: The Office of the Governor will review applications to understand 
the overall demand for the program and for significant variations in costs per item. After this review, the 
Office of the Governor will determine if all eligible applications can be funded based on funds available, 
if there are cost-effectiveness benefits to normalizing or setting limits on the range of costs, and if other 
fair-share cuts may allow for broader distribution and a higher number of projects while still remaining 
effective. 

Final Decisions – All Projects: The Office of the Governor will consider rankings along with other factors 
and make all final funding decisions. Other factors may include cost effectiveness, overall funds 
availability, PSO or state government priorities and strategies, legislative directives, need, geographic 
distribution, balance of focuses and approaches, or other relevant factors. 

PSO may not fund all applications or may only award part of the amount requested. In the event that 
funding requests exceed available funds, PSO may revise projects to address a more limited focus. 

Contact Information 
For more information, contact the eGrants help desk at eGrants@gov.texas.gov or (512) 463-1919. 

 

mailto:eGrants@gov.texas.gov
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CITY COUNCIL 

AGENDA MEMO 
Prepared By: Daniel Carolla, Chief of Police                January 14, 2021 

Creation of a Police Department Cadet Program 
 
DESCRIPTION: 
 
Consider and Act on a Resolution authorizing the creation of a Police Cadet Program for the 
Lake Dallas Police Department. 
 
BACKGROUND INFORMATION: 
 
There is an unprecedented nationwide shortage of qualified police applicants to fill vacant 
positions in police agencies. In order to provide for the current and future demands for police 
service, the Lake Dallas Police Department is looking to expand from hiring exclusively Texas 
Commission on Law Enforcement (TCOLE) certified applicants that are either current police 
officers or recent academy graduates and also hire non-TCOLE certified Cadets that will be 
employed by the Department and sent to an area police academy.   
 
FINANCIAL CONSIDERATION: 
 
The financial considerations are the cost of tuition, uniforms, supplies, and salary while the cadet 
officer is enrolled in the police academy. The cadet will be asked to sign a Police Officer Training 
Reimbursement Agreement with the City for the reimbursement of tuition costs in the event the 
cadet leaves the employment of the City within three years. Tuition for the North Central Texas 
Council of Governments Regional Police Academy is currently $2,015. 
 
Staff recommends the approval of the resolution for the creation of a Police Cadet Program. 
 
RECOMMENDED MOTIONS: 
 
I move to Approve/Deny a resolution authorizing the creation of a Police Cadet Program for the 
Lake Dallas Police Department 
 
ATTACHMENT(S): 
 

1. Memo from Police Chief Carolla 
2. Police Officer Training Reimbursement Agreement 
3. Resolution 
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PEACE OFFICER TRAINING REIMBURSEMENT AGREEMENT 

 
This POLICE OFFICER TRAINING REIMBURSEMENT AGREEMENT (“Agreement”) is 

made and entered into as of the Effective Date, by and between the City of Lake Dallas, a Texas home rule 
municipality (“City”) acting through its Lake Dallas Police Department (“LDPD”) and 
_________________________________________ (“Employee”). City and Employee are hereafter 
referred to collectively as “the Parties” and individually as “Party.” 
 

RECITALS 
 
 WHEREAS, City’s Police Chief desires to hire Employee as a police officer with the LDPD; and 
 
 WHEREAS, Employee has not completed the required training or obtained the certifications 
required by State law to serve as a certified peace officer with the City; and 
 
 WHEREAS, as an incentive to accept employment with City and the LDPD, City desires to pay 
certain costs related to Employee’s formal academy training necessary to become a certified Texas peace 
officer subject to the provisions of this Agreement; and 
 
 WHEREAS, Employee desires to agree to such provisions. 
 
 NOW THEREFORE, for and in consideration of the promises and conditions set forth herein, the 
receipt and sufficiency of which the Parties hereby acknowledges, the Parties agree as follows: 
 
I. TRAINING OF THE EMPLOYEE 

 
A. City agrees to pay the Total Training Expenses for Employee to attend a Certified Police 

Academy (“the Academy”) to achieve certification as a Texas peace officer as soon as the 
Employee is accepted into the Academy’s program. 

 
B. For purposes of this Agreement “Total Training Expenses” means the actual costs incurred 

by City for: 
 
1. All wages (regular and overtime) paid to Employee while attending the Academy; 

 
2. All monies paid to Employee while studying for classes at the Academy on City time; 

 
3. Employee’s tuition while attending the Academy (the “Academy Tuition”); and 

 
4. Any other costs incurred by City relating to Employee’s training.  

 
“Total Training Expenses” do not include time spent by Employee performing services for 
City, including other work assigned by City outside of the time in which Employee is 
attending Academy classes. 
 

C. An estimate of the Total Training Expenses to be paid pursuant to this Agreement is set 
forth in Exhibit “A” attached hereto and incorporated by this reference. The total salary is 
subject to change if Employee receives an increase in base pay prior to Employee’s 
completion of Academy training. The Parties acknowledge and agree that the Total 
Training Expenses shall be based on actual costs incurred by City. Upon Employee’s 
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successful completion of training at the Academy and certification as a law enforcement 
officer, or upon Employee’s departure from the training at the Academy prior to 
successful completion (whichever is applicable), City shall provide Employee an 
itemization of the actual Total Training Expenses incurred by City pursuant to this 
Agreement in substantially the same format as estimated costs are presented in Exhibit “A” 
of this Agreement. 
 

D. In accordance with Section II, below, Employee agrees to reimburse City the actual amount 
of Academy Tuition paid by City (either directly to the Academy or reimbursed to 
Employee)(“the Academy Tuition Reimbursement”), if Employee: 
 
1. Elects not to complete the Academy training program;  
 
2. Does not successfully complete the Academy training program; or 
 
3. Fails to obtain state certification as a Texas peace office on or before the ninetieth 

(90th) day after completion of the Academy. 
 

E. Employee acknowledges, understands and agrees this Agreement does not guarantee 
employment with City and LDPD, nor does it guarantee that LDPD will carry the peace 
officer license that may be attained by Employee.  

 
II. REIMBURSEMENT OF ACADEMY TUITION 

 
A. In consideration of City’s payment of the Total Training Expenses, Employee agrees to 

continue Employee’s full-time employment with City in the LDPD until the third (3rd) 
anniversary of the date (i) Employee graduates from the Academy and (ii) has satisfied all 
other criteria needed to receive proper certification as a Texas peace officer (the 
“Reimbursement Period”). 

 
B. Employee acknowledges and understands that City, through the LDPD, would not pay the 

Total Training Expenses unless Employee intended to work for City, through the LDPD, 
and agreed to pay the Academy Tuition Reimbursement to City in the event Employee’s 
employment is terminated prior to the end of the Reimbursement Period. 

 
C. If any of the following occurs during the Reimbursement Period, then Employee shall pay 

to City the Academy Tuition Reimbursement: 
 

1. Employee voluntarily resigns from the LDPD, or 
 
2. Employee is terminated from employment with City for any reason except as 

provided in Section II.D., below. 
 
As stated above, the Employee then shall pay to City Academy Tuition Reimbursement 
under the terms of this Agreement as determined below: 

 
Years of Post-Graduation Service Amount of Reimbursement 

0-1 year 100% of Academy Tuition 
1year 1day - 2 years 75% of Academy Tuition 

2 years 1day - 3 years 50% of Academy Tuition 
3 years 1 day No reimbursement required 
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D. Employee (or Employee’s estate, if applicable) shall not be required to pay the Academy 

Tuition Reimbursement if: 
 
1. Employee is separated from employment with City as the result of: 

 
a.  a reduction in force; or 

 
b. involuntary activation of military duty status resulting in extended active 

military duty leave; or 
 

2. If Employee is killed, permanently and totally disabled, or dismissed under Federal 
Guidelines for FMLA; provided, however, City shall not be required to refund to 
Employee or Employee’s estate any portion of the Academy Tuition 
Reimbursement paid to City prior to Employee’s death, permanent and total 
disability, or dismissal under Federal Guidelines for FMLA. 

 
E. If Employee is required to pay the Academy Tuition Reimbursement pursuant to this 

Section II: 
 

1. Employee agrees City may deduct from Employee’s final paycheck, after all other 
required deductions have been made, an amount equal to the amount of the 
Academy Tuition Reimbursement; provided, however, such deduction shall not 
result in a reduction in the amount of wages paid to and received by Employee in 
Employee’s final paycheck below the then current applicable minimum wage 
required by Federal or State law to be paid for the pay period to which such final 
paycheck applies; and 
 

2. If after crediting the funds deducted from Employee’s final paycheck pursuant to 
Paragraph 1, above, the amount of Academy Tuition Reimbursement has not been 
paid in full, Employee may pay any remaining unpaid balance in four equal 
installments, payable on the 90th day, 180th day, 270th day, and 360th day after 
Employee’s date of termination of employment with City. 

 
Nothing in this Agreement shall prohibit Employee from paying the Academy Tuition 
Reimbursement in full at any time prior to the first (1st) anniversary of Employee’s date of 
termination of employment with City. 

 
F. Any balance of the Academy Tuition Reimbursement remaining unpaid by Employee after 

the first (1st) anniversary of Employee’s date of termination of employment with City shall 
bear interest of ten percent (10%) per year, with any subsequent payments made by 
Employee being applied first to any accrued but unpaid interest and then to the principal 
of the unpaid balance of the Academy Tuition Reimbursement. 

 
G. Employee understands and agrees that Employee’s obligation to pay the Academy 

Tuition Reimbursement as required by this Agreement is a valid contractual debt and 
entitles City the right to exercise any and all remedies available to City under 
applicable laws to collect such debt.  If City is required to file suit or take such other 
action necessary to recovery any amounts due City from Employee pursuant to this 
Agreement, in addition to the amounts due pursuant to this Agreement, City shall be 
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entitled to recover costs of court and reasonable attorneys’ fees incurred by City 
pursuant to such action.  

 
III. DUTIES DURING TRAINING 

 
Employee may, at City’s sole option, be required by City to work for the LDPD while attending 

the Academy training program and may be required to perform other duties as assigned by the Chief of 
Police or designee. The hours worked by Employee in attendance at the Academy training program and in 
service to the LDPD shall be subject to the same limitations and compensatory time policies as apply to all 
City police officers. 

 
IV. CONTROLLING LAW 

 
This Agreement is to be governed by the laws of the State of Texas. Any action, suit, or proceeding 

based upon any matter, claim or controversy arising under this Agreement shall be brought solely in the 
state courts located in Denton County, Texas, the personal jurisdiction to which the Parties agree to submit.  
 
V. LIMITATIONS ON LIABILITY 
 

By entering into this Agreement, City does not waive any of its sovereign immunity defenses or 
any other limitation of liability. No provision of this Agreement is intended to modify or waive any 
provision of the Texas Tort Claims Act, as amended. 
 
VI. HEADINGS 
 

The heading of sections in this Agreement are for convenient reference only and shall not be 
deemed to limit, construe, affect, modify or alter the meaning of such sections. 
 
VII. SEVERABILITY 
 

If any section, subsection, term or provision of this Agreement or the application thereof to 
Employee, City, or a particular circumstance shall, at any extent, be invalid or unenforceable, the remainder 
of said section, subsection, term or provision of this Agreement or the application of the same to the 
Employee, City or particular circumstances other than that for which it was held valid or invalid or 
enforceable, shall not be affected thereby and each remaining section, subsection, term or provision of this 
Agreement shall be valid and enforceable to the fullest extent of the law.  
 
VIII. AUTHORITY 
 

The people signing this Agreement warrant and represent they have the authority to sign as, or on 
behalf of, the Party for whom they are signing. 
 
IX. FINAL AGREEMENT 
 

Both Employee and City hereby expressly acknowledge and agree that this Agreement is intended 
to set forth the entire Agreement between the Parties regarding payment Total Training Expenses by City 
and payment of the Academy Tuition Reimbursement by Employee, there are no other considerations or 
monies contingent upon or resulting from the execution of this Agreement, and no other monies or 
considerations have been solicited. No waiver, change, modification or amendment of this Agreement shall 
be binding upon either Party unless in writing and signed by both Employee and City. The waiver by either 
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Party of a breach of any provision of this Agreement shall not operate or be construed as a waiver of any 
subsequent breach of that provision or of any other provision or condition in this Agreement. 
 
X. EMPLOYEE ACKNOWLEDGEMENT 
 
 Employee warrants and represents Employee has been provided the opportunity to ask questions 
about the terms of the Agreement, that Employee’s questions regarding the terms of the Agreement have 
been fully and sufficiently answered, and that Employee represents that Employee understands the terms 
of this Agreement, specifically and expressly including Employee’s obligations as set forth herein. 

 
XI. EFFECTIVE DATE 
 

This Agreement shall be effective on the date it bears the signatures of the authorized 
representatives of all of the Parties (“Effective Date”). 

 
 

Signatures on Following Page 
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 SIGNED AND AGREED this the __________ day of _______________, 202__. 
 

CITY OF LAKE DALLAS: 
 
 
By:  _______________________________ 
 John Cabrales, Jr., City Manager 
 
 
APPROVED: 
 
 
By:  ________________________________ 
 Daniel Carolla, Chief of Police 

 
 
 

SIGNED AND AGREED this the __________ day of _______________, 202__. 
 
 

EMPLOYEE 
 
 
_______________________________________ 
 
Name: _________________________________ 
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EXHIBIT A 
 
 

The following is an estimate of the Total Training Expenses for _____________________ 
for training at the Basic Peace Officer Course of the ___________________________ Academy from 
________________ through  ____________________. 

 
 

Equipment $TBD 
Ammunition $TBD 
Supplies $TBD 
Tuition $TBD 
Salary* $21.22/hr. 

 
TOTAL  

 
*Salary is an estimate based on Employee’s current pay. Final amount may vary based on any increase to 
Employee’s salary through a pay raise during the training period. 

 
EMPLOYEE: 

 
 
    Date 
 
 
 
 

NOTE: This is an estimate of Total Training Expenses for Employee’s reference.  The Total 
Training Expenses shall be based on actual cost incurred by City including any increase in 
Employee’s salary during the training. Upon either Employee’s successful completion of training 
at the Academy and certification as a law enforcement officer, or upon Employee’s departure from 
the training at the Academy prior to successful completion, City will ensure that a record is kept 
of the actual costs. Upon execution of this Agreement, City shall complete the "TOTAL 
TRAINING EXPENSES" form and provide a copy to Employee.  
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FINAL TOTAL TRAINING EXPENSES 

 
 

The following are the final actual Total Training Expenses for _____________________ 
for training at the Basic Peace Officer Course of the ______________________________ Academy 
from _______________ through  ____________________. 

 
 

Equipment $TBD 
Ammunition $TBD 
Supplies $TBD 
Tuition $TBD 
Salary $21.22/hr 
TOTAL  

 
 
   I hereby acknowledge receipt of the final amount of actual Total Training Expenses and further 
acknowledge I have previously agreed to reimburse the City of Lake Dallas the tuition set forth above upon 
the occurrence of certain conditions set forth in PEACE OFFICER TRAINING REIMBURSEMENT 
AGREEMENT between me and the City dated _____________________, 20__. 
  

EMPLOYEE: 
 
 
    Date 
 
 



CITY OF LAKE DALLAS, TEXAS 
RESOLUTION NO. 01142021-_____ 

 
A RESOLUTION OF THE CITY COUNCIL OF LAKE DALLAS, TEXAS, 
AUTHORIZING CREATION OF A POLICE CADET POSITION WITHIN 
THE LAKE DALLAS POLICE DEPARTMENT; AND PROVIDING AN 
EFFECTIVE DATE.  

 
 WHEREAS, there is an unprecedented nationwide shortage of qualified police applicants 
to fill vacant positions in police agencies; and 
 
 WHEREAS, in order to provide for the current and future demands for police service, in 
addition to hiring Texas Commission on Law Enforcement (TCOLE) certified applicants who are 
either current police officers or recent academy graduates, the Chief of Police recommends the 
Department be authorize to also hire non-TCOLE certified Cadets who will be employed by the 
Department and sent to an area police academy at City expense, subject to an employment 
agreement that requires some or all of such expense to be refunded of the Cadet leaves the employ 
of the City before completing three years of service; and 
 
.   WHEREAS, the City Council of the City of Lake Dallas finds it to be in public interest to 
concur in the foregoing recommendation. 
 

NOW, THEREFORE, BE IT RESOLVED BY THE CITY COUNCIL OF CITY OF 
LAKE DALLAS, TEXAS, THAT: 
 
SECTION 1.  The City Manager and Chief of Police are hereby authorized to develop a Police 
Cadet program in accordance with the above-stated recitals and to pay the expenses incurred in 
such program from funds available for such purpose in the City’s budget. 
 
SECTION 2.  This Resolution shall be effective immediately upon approval. 
 
 PASSED AND APPROVED this the 14th day of January 2021. 
 

City of Lake Dallas, Texas 
 
 
____________________________ 
Michael Barnhart, Mayor 

 
ATTEST: 
 
 
_______________________________ 
Codi Delcambre, TRMC, City Secretary 
 
  



APPROVED AS TO FORM: 
 
 
_________________________________ 
Kevin B. Laughlin, City Attorney 
(kbl:12/10/2020:119647) 
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www.lakedallas.com 

 

 

MEMORANDUM 

  

TO:  Honorable Mayor and City Council Members 

  

FROM: Daniel Carolla, Chief of Police  

  

SUBJECT:      Creation of Police Cadet Position  

  

DATE:  December 2, 2020 

 

 

The Lake Dallas Police Department is seeking to create the position of Police Cadet to remain 

future focused and to help fulfill the recruiting needs of the Department.  Selecting and hiring 

police officers has been a challenge for police agencies nationwide and is even more difficult in 

today’s environment.  The ability to hire and train Police Cadets greatly increases the applicant 

pool available to the Department.  A Police Cadet is a person hired by the Department to be a 

police officer, who is not certified by the Texas Commission on Law Enforcement (TCOLE), and 

must attend a regional police academy before taking their TCOLE licensing exam.   

 

The average length of a regional police academy is 22 weeks.  During the 22-week training period 

and before passing the TCOLE exam, Cadet Officers will be paid at the reduced rate of $25.01 per 

hour for 80-hour pay periods while in the academy.  Upon the successful completion of the 

academy and successfully passing the TCOLE licensing exam, the Cadet will be promoted to 

Police Officer and will make the entry level police officer pay, $26.34 per hour, while working 

84-hour pay periods.  The recruit officers will then enter the Department’s field training program 

and be required complete their probationary period. 

http://www.lakedallas.com/


 
   AGENDA ITEM 13 

 
  

 
CITY COUNCIL 

AGENDA MEMO 
Prepared By: John Cabrales Jr, City Manager             January 14, 2021 

2021 Legislative Agenda 
 
DESCRIPTION: 
 
Consider and Act on a resolution adopting the City’s Legislative Agenda for the 2021 Texas 
Legislature and authorizing the Mayor and City Manager to communicate the City adopted 
legislative priorities. 
 
BACKGROUND INFORMATION: 
 
The 87th Texas Legislative Session convenes on January 12, 2021 and will be considering issues 
of interest and importance to the City of Lake Dallas. State legislators began bill filing on 
November 9, 2020 and during the 2019 Legislative Session, more than 2,000 bills were filed that 
would have affected Texas Cities in some substantial way. The City of Lake Dallas desires to adopt 
a Legislative Agenda that is consistent with the mission and vision of the City and in the best 
interest of the public it serves. City Administration also reviewed the Texas Municipal League’s 
2020-21 Legislative Program in the preparation on the Legislative Agenda. 
 
The 2021 Legislative Agenda is a guide for City of Lake Dallas’ positions and priorities. The purpose 
of the City’s legislative efforts is to protect the City’s interests by advocating for what is in the 
best interest of the Lake Dallas community, its residents, and businesses. Many significant 
decisions affecting Texas cities are made by the Texas Legislature; therefore, the City of Lake 
Dallas should have a voice in the process. As the level of government closest to our citizens, the 
City bears the primary responsibility for ensuring health and safety, for providing daily services, 
and for the provision of capital infrastructure. 
 
Many cities typically adopt a legislative position or agenda that sets the priorities and key issues 
for each session. City Councils also typically grant authority for the mayor and/or city manager to 
sign letters, provide testimony and other documents to communicate the city’s legislative 
priorities. This approach allows for a faster response to emerging issues. 
 
Staff recommends approval of the resolution. 
 
 



FINANCIAL CONSIDERATION: 
 
None. 
 
RECOMMENDED MOTIONS: 
 
I move to approve/deny a resolution adopting the City’s Legislative Agenda for the 2021 Texas 
Legislature and authorizing the Mayor and City Manager to communicate the City adopted 
legislative priorities. 
 
ATTACHMENT(S): 
 

1. TML Legislative Program 
2. Resolution 



CITY OF LAKE DALLAS, TEXAS 
RESOLUTION NO. 01142021-____ 

 
A RESOLUTION OF THE CITY COUNCIL OF THE CITY OF LAKE 
DALLAS, TEXAS, ESTABLISHING THE CITY’S LEGISLATIVE 
AGENDA AND PRORITIES FOR THE 87TH SESSION OF THE TEXAS 
LEGISLATURE TO INCLUDE SPECIAL CALLED SESSIONS AND THE 
INTERIM; AND PROVIDING FOR AN EFFECTIVE DATE.  

 
WHEREAS, state legislators began filing legislation that could impact City operations, finances, 
and our citizens on November 9, 2020; and 
 
WHEREAS, beginning January 12, 2021, the Texas Legislature will convene for a 140-day 
session to consider legislation; and 
 
WHEREAS, it is anticipated that many legislative issues affecting local government will be 
considered; and 
 
WHEREAS, City staff has prepared the recommended 2021 Legislative Agenda attached hereto 
as Exhibit “A” for review by the City Council; and 
 
WHEREAS, the City Council is of the opinion that such 2021 Legislative Agenda is in the best 
interest of the City and the Lake Dallas community, is consistent with the mission and vision of 
the City, and should be adopted and forwarded for consideration by the Legislature. 
 
NOW, THEREFORE, BE IT RESOLVED BY THE CITY COUNCIL OF THE CITY OF 
LAKE DALLAS, TEXAS, THAT: 
 
SECTION 1. The 2021 Legislative Agenda attached hereto as Exhibit “A” is hereby adopted and 
approved. 
  
SECTION 2. The Mayor and City Manager or his designee are authorized to communicate with 
legislators or state officials to discuss the City’s position and legislative priorities 
 
SECTION 3. This Resolution shall be effective immediately upon approval. 
 
 PASSED AND APPROVED this the 14th day of January 2021. 
 

 
 
____________________________ 
Michael Barnhart, Mayor 

  



ATTEST: 
 
 
_______________________________ 
Codi Delcambre, TRMC, City Secretary 
 
APPROVED AS TO FORM: 
 
 
________________________________ 
Kevin B. Laughlin, City Attorney 
(kbl:12/31/2020:119982)



Resolution No. 01142021-____ 
Exhibit “A” 

City of Lake Dallas 2021 Legislative Agenda  Page 1 of 5 
 

City of Lake Dallas 2021 Legislative Agenda 

 
The 2021 Legislative Agenda is a guide for City of Lake Dallas (“City”) positions and priorities. 
 
The purpose of the City’s legislative efforts is to protect the City’s interests by advocating for what 
is in the best interest of the Lake Dallas community (i.e. citizens and businesses). Many significant 
decisions affecting Texas cities are made by the Texas Legislature; therefore, the City of Lake 
Dallas should have a voice on proposed legislation. 
 
Lake Dallas’s Highest Priority 
 
As the level of government closest to our citizens, the City bears the primary responsibility for 
ensuring health and safety, for providing daily services, and for the provision of capital 
infrastructure. As a general policy, the City of Lake Dallas seeks to preserve its authority to 
responsibly govern the City, its citizens, and its property. 
 
The City seeks to preserve home rule authority for Lake Dallas residents. The City will oppose 
bills that will provide for state preemption of municipal authority in general or specifically erode 
Lake Dallas’s authority to govern locally. 
 
Fiscal Management 
 
The City of Lake Dallas is committed to financial accountability and transparency through prudent 
financial policies and fiscal practices. Municipal revenue is made up of sources such as property 
taxes, sales taxes, right-of-way revenues, service fees, and court fines. The City seeks to maintain 
a predictable level of revenue and oppose state mandates that do not allow the City to provide a 
stable source of funding to meet the needs of the residents as approved by City Council.  
 
The City supports any legislation that results in greater public fiscal transparency; or is viewed as 
advancing the City's Comprehensive Plan or the City's Strategic Goals; or that improves the health, 
safety, and welfare of its residents; or that reduces the cost of governing the City. 
 
The City opposes the imposition of any state mandates that do not provide for a commensurate 
level of compensation. 
 
The City supports legislation that would cap the administrative fee the State Comptroller may 
assess for the administration of sales tax revenue.  
 
The City supports clean-up legislation for SB2 that would clarify the calculation of disputed 
property tax values and legislation that would increase the uses for hotel occupancy taxes. 
 
The City opposes legislation that will limit the City’s ability to be a strong fiscal steward of the 
resources entrusted to it by Lake Dallas residents, businesses, and visitors; or that removes 
authority from Lake Dallas citizens. 
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The City opposes legislation that would impose additional revenue caps of any type including 
implementing further reductions to the voter-approval rate, mandatory tax rate ratification 
elections, reduced petition requirements, or limitations on overall expenditures to maintain local 
control. 
 
The City opposes legislation that would impose new property or sales tax exemptions that would 
substantially erode the City’s tax base and erode the ability to issue debt. 
 
The City supports city-related bills that would maintain a competitive advantage for the City of 
Lake Dallas or that would: provide fairness and equity in the application of sales and use taxes for 
goods and services. 
 
The City opposes any legislation that would impose additional state fees or costs on municipal 
court convictions or require municipal courts to collect fine revenue for the state. 
 
The City supports any legislation that provides funding for Library Resource Sharing. 
 
Transportation 
 
The City of Lake Dallas is committed to being accessible by a variety of modes of transportation. 
Strategically located with I-35 E and FM 2181 running through the city and a connection to the 
North Texas Tollway Authority Lewisville Lake Toll Bridge off Swisher Road. The City is 
working to become a highly connected community with strong economic drivers along major roads 
and through the Denton County Transportation Authority Rail-Trail. 
 
While recent legislative sessions have discontinued some diversions from the state highway fund, 
currently one-fourth of the Texas Gasoline Tax is diverted to education. Funding for highway 
infrastructure has eroded because the Texas Gasoline Tax is not indexed to inflation and does not 
account for recent increases in construction material and labor costs. 
 
The City supports legislation that ensures adequate funding of statewide and regional efforts to 
maintain and improve multimodal transportation systems. 
 
The City supports legislation that discontinues diversion of transportation revenue to non-
transportation purposes. 
 
The City supports legislation that amend state law to help cities fund transportation projects or 
provide cities with additional funding options and resources. 
 
The City supports legislation that requires the North Texas Tollway Authority to share a 
percentage of the revenue from the Lewisville Lake Toll Bridge with connecting cities for street 
repairs. 
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Economic Vibrancy 
 
The City of Lake Dallas fosters a vibrant economic environment through a positive approach to 
development and quality municipal services and amenities. The community is undergoing 
revitalization of its downtown with the assistance of the Lake Dallas Community Development 
Corporation, a Type B Economic Development Corporation. 
 
The City opposes any legislation that attempts to limit the type of incentives available to the City 
or that would limit any use of incentives by a city. 
 
The City supports legislation that would continue, maintain, protect, and/or enhance the utilization 
of state and local funds for economic and community development funds including the Texas 
Enterprise Fund, Chapter 312 Tax Code, Skills Development Fund, Tax Increment Financing, 
Section 380 Agreements, and other economic development tools that enable Texas to compete for 
projects. 
 
The City supports economic development bills that create jobs that benefit the region. 
 
Public Safety 
 
Lake Dallas residents expect and deserve to be in a safe, secure, and inclusive community where 
they live, work, travel, and play. The City of Lake Dallas holds a steadfast commitment to 
maintaining a best-in-class Police Department and contracted Fire Service. Approximately, 53% 
of the City of Lake Dallas’ general fund expenditures are for Police, Fire and Emergency Medical 
Services.  
 
The City supports legislation such as state funding that enhances the ability for local public safety 
to protect and serve their community, using the latest in technology and transparent, community 
policing policies. 
 
The City supports legislation that increases existing or creates new grant program funding the 
provides financial assistance to local governmental law enforcement agencies for public safety 
resources, including legislation that supports the use and the purchase of body cameras and 
associate data storage cost. 
 
The City supports legislation that allows a city to lower the prima facie speed limit from 30 to 25 
miles per hour without the need for a traffic study. 
 
Land Use and Development 
 
Cities regulate private real property through a variety of ways such as zoning and platting and 
prohibition of specific nuisances. The specific regulation varies based on the individual needs of 
the community. The City of Lake Dallas has been working to make itself a unique destination city 
in the DFW Metroplex while focusing on creating a diverse, high quality community for residents 
and capitalizing on natural amenities. Specifically, the City is creating an inviting, visually 
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pleasing community with a destination downtown that contains a variety of eclectic shops and 
neighborhood serving retail opportunities. 
 
The City opposes any legislation that would preempt local regulatory authority related to land-use 
and zoning, local amendments to model building codes, local building permit fees, and eminent 
domain. 
 
The City opposes any legislation that further erodes municipal authority over the rights-of-way or 
erode municipal authority to collect reasonable compensation for the use of rights-of-way. 
 
The City supports legislation that would beneficially amend H.B. 3167, the subdivision platting 
shot clock bill. 
 
The City supports legislation that makes beneficial amendments to H.B. 2439, the building 
materials bill. 
 
Environment 
 
The City of Lake Dallas promotes a high quality of life for residents and visitors through its 
commitment to the environment through the creation of public open space and parks. The City has 
been working to become a recreation destination intertwined with lakefront amenities to draw 
tourism and provide a high quality of life for residents. 
 
The City supports efforts to enhance local parks and open space amenities through state grant 
opportunities. 
 
The City supports legislation that allows for the expenditure of municipal hotel occupancy for 
construction of improvements in municipal parks and trails/sidewalks that connect parks, lodging 
establishments, and other tourist attractions, and related public facilities. 
 
The City supports legislation for Constitutional dedication of Sporting Goods' Sales Tax. 
 
General 
 
The City opposes any legislation that attempts to limit or prohibit the authority of city officials to 
use municipal funds to communicate with legislators; or limit or prohibit the authority of the Texas 
Municipal League to use any revenue, however derived, to communicate with legislators. 
 
The City supports legislation that modifies state law to developing plans and resources needed for 
greater broadband connectivity to enhance access to public education, healthcare, employment, 
news, and information. 
 
The City supports legislation that modernizes the Texas Universal Fund through revenue sources 
that ensure long-term sustainability for the provision of broadband services. 
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The City supports legislation that would allow cities the option of using either an official 
newspaper or a website for the publication of legal notices. 
 
The City opposes any legislation that would eliminate any of the current uniform election dates. 
 
The City opposes any legislation that would require preclearance of city ballot propositions by a 
state agency. 
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Exhibit A 

City of Lake Dallas 2021 Legislative Agenda 
 
The 2021 Legislative Agenda is a guide for City of Lake Dallas (“City”) positions 
and priorities. 
 
The purpose of the City’s legislative efforts is to protect the City’s interests by 
advocating for what is in the best interest of the Lake Dallas community (i.e. 
citizens and businesses). Many significant decisions affecting Texas cities are 
made by the Texas Legislature therefore, the City of Lake Dallas should have a 
voice on proposed legislation. 
 
Lake Dallas’s Highest Priority 
 
As the level of government closest to our citizens the City bears the primary 
responsibility for ensuring health and safety, for providing daily services, and for 
the provision of capital infrastructure. As a general policy, the City of Lake Dallas 
seeks to preserve its authority to responsibly govern the city, its citizens, and its 
property. 
 
The City seeks to preserve home rule authority for Lake Dallas residents. The City 
will oppose bills that will provide for state preemption of municipal authority in 
general or specifically erode Lake Dallas’s authority to govern locally. 
 
Fiscal Management 
 
The City of Lake Dallas is committed to financial accountability and transparency 
through prudent financial policies and fiscal practices. Municipal revenue is made 
up of sources such as property taxes, sales taxes, right-of-way revenues, service 
fees, and court fines. The City seeks to maintain a predictable level of revenue and 
oppose state mandates that do not allow the City to provide a stable source of 
funding to meet the needs of the residents as approved by City Council.  
 
The City supports any legislation that results in greater public fiscal 
transparency; or is viewed as advancing the City's Comprehensive Plan or the 
City's Strategic Goals; or that improves the health, safety, and welfare of its 
residents; or that reduces the cost of governing the City. 
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The City opposes the imposition of any state mandates that do not provide for a 
commensurate level of compensation. 
 
The City supports legislation that would cap the administrative fee the State 
Comptroller may assess for the administration of sales tax revenue.  
 
The City supports clean-up legislation for SB2 that would clarify the calculation of 
disputed property tax values and legislation that would increase the uses for hotel 
occupancy taxes. 
 
The City opposes legislation that will limit the City’s ability to be a strong fiscal 
steward of the resources entrusted to it by Lake Dallas residents, businesses, and 
visitors; or that removes authority from Lake Dallas citizens. 
 
The City oppose legislation that would impose additional revenue caps of any type 
including implementing further reductions to the voter-approval rate, mandatory 
tax rate ratification elections, reduced petition requirements, or limitations on 
overall expenditures to maintain local control. 
 
The City opposes legislation that would impose new property or sales tax 
exemptions that would substantially erode the City’s tax base and erode the ability 
to issue debt. 
 
The City supports city-related bills that would maintain a competitive advantage 
for the City of Lake Dallas or that would: provide fairness and equity in the 
application of sales and use taxes for goods and services. 
 
The City opposes any legislation that would impose additional state fees or costs 
on municipal court convictions or require municipal courts to collect fine revenue 
for the state. 
 
The City supports any legislation that provides funding for Library Resource 
Sharing. 
 
Transportation 
 
The City of Lake Dallas is committed to being accessible by a variety of modes of 
transportation. Strategically located with I-35 E and FM 2181 running through the 
city and a connection to the North Texas Tollway Authority Lewisville Lake Tool 
Bridge off Swisher Road. The City is working to become a highly connected 
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community with strong economic drivers along major roads and through the 
Denton County Transportation Authority Rail/Trail. 
 
While recent legislative sessions have discontinued some diversions from the state 
highway fund, currently one-fourth of the Texas Gasoline Tax is diverted to 
education. Funding for highway infrastructure has eroded because the Texas 
Gasoline Tax is not indexed to inflation and does not account for recent increases 
in construction material and labor costs. 
 
The City supports legislation that ensures adequate funding of statewide and 
regional efforts to maintain and improve multimodal transportation systems. 
 
The City supports legislation that discontinues diversion of transportation revenue 
to non-transportation purposes. 
 
The City supports legislation that amend state law to help cities fund transportation 
projects or provide cities with additional funding options and resources. 
 
The City supports legislation that requires the North Texas Tollway Authority to 
share a percentage of the revenue from the Lewisville Lake Toll Bridge with 
connecting cities for street repairs. 
 
Economic Vibrancy 
 
The City of Lake Dallas fosters a vibrant economic environment through a positive 
approach to development and quality municipal services and amenities. The 
community is undergoing revitalization of its downtown with the assistance of the 
Lake Dallas Community Development Corporation, a Type B Economic 
Development Corporation. 
 
The City opposes any legislation that attempts to limit the type of incentives 
available to the city or that would limit any use of incentives by a city. 
 
The City supports legislation that would continue, maintain, protect, and/or 
enhance the utilization of state and local funds for economic and community 
development funds including the Texas Enterprise Fund, Chapter 312 Tax Code, 
Skills Development Fund, Tax Increment Financing, Section 380 Agreements, and 
other economic development tools that enable Texas to compete for projects. 
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The City supports economic development bills that create jobs that benefit the 
region. 
 
Public Safety 
 
Lake Dallas residents expect and deserve to be in a safe, secure, and inclusive 
community where they live, work, travel, and play. The City of Lake Dallas holds 
a steadfast commitment to maintaining a best-in-class Police Department and 
contracted Fire Service. Approximately, 53% of the City of Lake Dallas’ general 
fund expenditures are for Police, Fire and Emergency Medical Services.  
 
The City supports legislation such as state funding that enhances the ability for 
local public safety to protect and serve their community, using the latest in 
technology and transparent, community policing policies. 
 
The City supports legislation that increases existing or creates new grant program 
funding the provides financial assistance to local governmental law enforcement 
agencies for public safety resources, including legislation that supports the use and 
the purchase of body cameras and associate data storage cost. 
 
The City supports legislation that allows a city to lower the prima facie speed limit 
from 30 to 25 miles per hour without the need for a traffic study. 
 
Land Use and Development 
 
Cities regulate private real property through a variety of ways such as zoning and 
platting and prohibition of specific nuisances. The specific regulation varies based 
on the individual needs of the community. The City of Lake Dallas has been 
working to make itself a unique destination city in the DFW Metroplex while 
focusing on creating a diverse, high quality community for residents and 
capitalizing on natural amenities. Specifically, the City is creating an inviting, 
visually pleasing community with a destination downtown that contains a 
variety of eclectic shops and neighborhood serving retail opportunities. 
 
The City opposes any legislation that would preempt local regulatory authority 
related to land-use and zoning, local amendments to model building codes, local 
building permit fees, and eminent domain. 
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The City opposes any legislation that further erodes municipal authority over the 
rights-of-way or erode municipal authority to collect reasonable compensation for 
the use of rights-of-way. 
 
The City supports legislation that would beneficially amend H.B. 3167, the 
subdivision platting shot clock bill. 
 
The City supports legislation that makes beneficial amendments to H.B. 2439, the 
building materials bill. 
 
Environment 
 
The City of Lake Dallas promotes a high quality of life for residents and visitors 
through its commitment to the environment through the creation of public open 
space and parks. The City has been working to become a recreation destination 
intertwined with lakefront amenities to draw tourism and provide a high quality of 
life for residents. 
 
The City supports efforts to enhance local parks and open space amenities through 
state grant opportunities. 
 
The City supports legislation that allows for the expenditure of municipal hotel 
occupancy for construction of improvements in municipal parks and 
trails/sidewalks that connect parks, lodging establishments, and other tourist 
attractions, and related public facilities. 
 
The City supports legislation for Constitutional dedication of Sporting Goods' 
Sales Tax. 
 
General 
 
The City opposes any legislation that attempts to limit or prohibit the authority of 
city officials to use municipal funds to communicate with legislators; or limit or 
prohibit the authority of the Texas Municipal League to use any revenue, however 
derived, to communicate with legislators. 
 
The City supports legislation that modifies state law to developing plans and 
resources needed for greater broad band connectivity to enhance access to public 
education, healthcare, employment, news, and information. 
 



City of Lake Dallas 2021 Legislative Agenda  Page 6 of 6 
 

The City supports legislation that modernizes the Texas Universal Fund through 
revenue sources that ensure long-term sustainability for the provision of broadband 
services. 
 
The City supports legislation that would allow cities the option of using either an 
official newspaper or a website for the publication of legal notices. 
 
The City opposes any legislation that would eliminate any of the current uniform 
election dates. 
 
The City opposes any legislation that would require preclearance of city ballot 
propositions by a state agency. 



0 
 

THE TEXAS MUNICIPAL LEAGUE PROPOSED LEGISLATIVE 

PROGRAM (2021 – 2022) 

 

Introduction 

City officials across the state are well aware of the fact that many significant decisions affecting 

Texas cities are made by the Texas Legislature, not by municipal officials.  

 

During the 2019 session, more than 7,500 bills or significant resolutions were introduced; more 

than 2,000 of them would have affected Texas cities in some substantial way. In the end, over 

1,400 bills or resolutions passed and were signed into law; more than 300 of them impacted cities 

in some way.  

 

The number of city related bills as a percentage of total bills filed rises every year. Twenty years 

ago, around 17 percent of bills filed affected cities in some way. By 2019, that percentage had 

increased to 25 percent. In other words, a quarter of the legislature’s work is directed at cities, and 

much of that work aims to limit municipal authority. 

 

There is no reason to believe that the workload of the 2021 session will be any lighter; it will 

probably be greater. And for better or worse, city officials will have to live with all the laws that 

may be approved by the legislature. Thus, the League must make every effort to assure that 

detrimental bills are defeated and beneficial bills are passed. 

 

The TML approach to the 2021 session is guided by principles that spring from a deeply rooted 

TML legislative philosophy: 

 

 The League will vigorously oppose any legislation that would erode the authority 

of Texas cities to govern their own local affairs. 

 

 Cities represent the level of government closest to the people. They bear primary 

responsibility for provision of capital infrastructure and for ensuring our citizens’ 

health and safety. Thus, cities must be assured of a predictable and sufficient level 

of revenue and must resist efforts to diminish their revenue. 

 

 The League will oppose the imposition of any state mandates that do not provide 

for a commensurate level of compensation. 

 

In setting the TML program, the Board recognizes that there is a practical limit to what the League 

can accomplish during the legislative session. Because the League (like all associations) has finite 

resources and because vast amounts of those resources are necessarily expended in defeating bad 

legislation, the Board recognizes that the League must very carefully select the bills for which it 

will attempt to find sponsors and seek passage. 
 
Each initiative is subjected to several tests: 
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 Does the initiative have wide applicability to a broad range of cities of various sizes 

(both large and small) and in various parts of the state? 

 

 Does the initiative address a central municipal value, or is it only indirectly related 

to municipal government? 

 

 Is this initiative, when compared to others, important enough to be part of TML’s 

list of priorities?  

 

 Will the initiative be vigorously opposed by strong interest groups and, if so, will 

member cities commit to contributing the time and effort necessary to overcome 

that opposition? 

 

 Is this initiative one that city officials, more than any other group, should and do 

care about? 
 
The Board places each legislative issue into one of four categories of effort. Those five categories 

are: 

 

 Seek Introduction and Passage – the League will attempt to find a sponsor, will 

provide testimony, and will otherwise actively pursue passage. Bills in this category 

are known as “TML bills.”  

 

 Support – the League will attempt to obtain passage of the initiative if it is 

introduced by some other entity.  

 

 Oppose – the League will actively and vigorously attempt to defeat the initiative 

because it is detrimental to member cities. 

 

 No Position – the League will take no action. 

 

Our Highest Priority: Oppose Bad Bills 

The Board determined that TML’s highest priority goal is the defeat of legislation deemed 

detrimental to cities. As a practical matter, adoption of this position means that the beneficial bills 

will be sacrificed, as necessary, in order to kill detrimental bills.  

 

The TML Priority Package 

The TML Priority Package includes the following items in no particular order: 

 

1. Defeat any legislation that would erode municipal authority in any way, impose an 

unfunded mandate, or otherwise be detrimental to cities, especially legislation that would: 

 

a. provide for state preemption of municipal authority in general.  

 

b. impose further revenue and/or tax caps of any type.  
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c. erode the ability of a city to issue debt. 

 

d. erode municipal authority related to development matters, including with respect to the 

following issues: (1) annexation, (2) eminent domain, (3) zoning, (4) regulatory 

takings, (5) building codes, (6) tree preservation, and (7) short-term rentals. 

 

e. erode the authority of a city to be adequately compensated for the use of its rights-of-

way and/or erode municipal authority over the management and control of rights-of-

way, including by state or federal rules or federal legislation.  

 

f. limit or prohibit the authority of city officials to use municipal funds to communicate 

with legislators; or limit or prohibit the authority of the Texas Municipal League to use 

any revenue, however derived, to communicate with legislators. 

 

2. Passage of any legislation that would: 

 

a. eliminate reauthorization provisions for the collection and use of street maintenance 

sales and use tax and authorize cities to reimburse themselves from sales and use tax 

collections for actual election costs required for tax implementation. 

 

b. allow cities the option of using either an official newspaper or a website for the 

publication of legal notices. 

 

c. allow cities alternate methods for publications of legal notices. 

 

d. authorize a city to annex across a road to bring a voluntarily-requested area into the 

city limits. 

 

e. allow a city official to submit a request for an attorney general letter ruling under the 

Public Information Act by email at no charge.  

 

f. increase the maximum hiring age for firefighters in a civil service city from age 35 to 

45, or to eliminate the maximum hiring age altogether. 

 

g. make beneficial amendments to H.B. 2439, the building materials bill. 

 

h. promotes increased flexibility under the Texas Open Meetings Act, including 

flexibility for public participation, so long as the legislation doesn’t mandate any new 

costs on local governments. 

 

Support 

The Board supports legislation that would: 

 

1. make beneficial amendments to the equity appraisal statute; close the “dark store” theory 

of appraisal loophole; and require mandatory disclosure of real estate sales prices.  
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2. authorize a council-option city homestead exemption expressed as a percentage or flat-

dollar amount.  

 

3. convert the sales tax reallocation process from a ministerial process into a more formalized 

administrative process. 

 

4. authorize a city council to opt-in to requiring residential fire sprinklers in newly constructed 

single-family dwellings. 

 

5. make beneficial amendments to H.B. 3167, the subdivision platting shot clock bill. 

 

6. allow for greater flexibility by cities to fund local transportation projects; amend or 

otherwise modify state law to help cities fund transportation projects; or provide cities with 

additional funding options and resources to address transportation needs that the state and 

federal governments are unable or unwilling to address. 

 

7. provide additional funding to the Texas Department of Transportation for transportation 

projects that would support regionally appropriate highway improvement and rail as 

components. 

 

8. allow a city to lower the prima facie speed limit from 30 to 25 miles per hour without the 

need for a traffic study. 

 

9. in relation to federal transit funding: (1) clarify federal congressional intent of federal 

transit law to protect cities across the United States from being penalized due a to a 

population drop suffered as a direct result of a natural disaster, retroactive to 2000; (2) 

explicitly state that only presidentially declared major disasters are covered, in accordance 

with the Robert T. Stafford Disaster Relief and Emergency Assistance Act (P.L. 100-707); 

and (3) protect federal transit funding streams for urbanized areas until the execution of the 

next decennial census.  

 

10. federal legislation providing states greater authority over management of train delays in 

conjunction with affect cities. 

 

11. establish that expenditures of Community Development Block Grant funds by cities are a 

governmental function.  

 

12. require city consent before TCEQ is authorized to issue a standard permit for a rock 

crushing operation, cement crushing operation, or any similar activity that may be 

authorized under a standard air permit from TCEQ within the corporate limits or ETJ of a 

city. (Alternatively, or in addition, such legislation may: (a) authorize a city to restrict, 

prevent, or regulate the locating of such activities in the city’s corporate limits or ETJ in 

other manners, such as imposing minimum distance from such operations and schools, 

hospitals, churches, and residences; (b) require TCEQ to provide notice of applications for 

standard permits to cities for activities proposed in the city’s corporate limits or ETJ and 

require TCEQ to address any and all comments received from the City as required by Sec. 
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382.112 of the Texas Health & Safety Code; or (c) prohibit TCEQ from issuing a standard 

permit for activities proposed in the city’s corporate limits or ETJ unless the city verifies 

that the proposed in the city’s corporate limits or ETJ unless the city verifies that the 

proposed activity is authorized under the city’s zoning ordinance or comprehensive plan to 

locate at the proposed location.  

 

13. provide consistency and uniformity in the compliance deadlines and fees for compliance 

dismissals of Class “C” misdemeanors. 

 

14. provide courts with access to TexasSure database to verify financial responsibility. 

 

15. provide additional funding through the Municipal Court Building and Security Fund and 

the Municipal Court Technology Fund. 

 

16. rectify the wording of Texas Government Code Section 29.013 to eliminate the 

requirement that a city secretary notify the Office of Court Administration of elected or 

appointed mayors or municipal court clerks. 

 

17. protect from disclosure the list of applicants for a mail in ballot up until the time ballots 

are sent for those applications, regardless of whether a request is made for the applications 

 

18. promote pay-as-you-go financing for capital projects by authorizing a dedicated property 

tax rate that is classified similarly to the debt service tax rate in property tax rate 

calculations. 

 

19. allow for the expenditure of municipal hotel occupancy for construction of improvements 

in municipal parks and trails/sidewalks that connect parks, lodging establishments, and 

other tourist attractions, and related public facilities. 

 

20. requires equitable treatment of local governments by preventing a state official or state 

agency from placing additional restrictions on a city’s use of federal funds from future 

stimulus legislation related to a health pandemic, in contravention of congressional intent. 

 

21. requires counties to share timely information on health emergencies with cities. 

 

22. treats broadband service similar to other critical utility infrastructure to ensure statewide 

availability and affordability for citizens and businesses. 

 

23. modernizes the Texas Universal Fund through revenue sources that ensure long-term 

sustainability for the provision of broadband services. 

24. require the State of Texas to create a state regulatory process for oil and gas pipeline routing 

that: 

 

i. enables affected communities and landowners to provide input prior to 

establishment and publication of routes. 
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ii. provides for negotiation on routes when municipalities believe that 

substantial threats to economic development, natural resources, or standard 

of living are potential outcomes. 

iii. intrastate pipelines will comply with environmental and economic impact 

study standards, including the participation of local governmental entities 

and public participation. 

iv. pipeline operators shall have in place performance bonds like those the state 

has in its own contracts. 

 

25. make confidential and not subject to disclosure under the Public Information act certain 

information related to a city’s cybersecurity technology. 

 

26. increases existing or creates new grant program funding the provides financial assistance 

to local governmental law enforcement agencies for public safety resources, including 

legislation that supports the use and the purchase of body cameras and associate data 

storage cost. 

Oppose 

The Board opposes legislation that would: 

 

1. negatively expand appraisal caps but take no position on legislation that would authorize a 

council-option reduction in the current ten-percent cap on annual appraisal growth.  

 

2. impose new property tax or sales tax exemptions that substantially erode the tax base.  

 

3. limit or eliminate the current flexibility of the Major Events Reimbursement Program as a 

tool for cities to attract or host major events and conventions. 

 

4. limit the type of incentives available to the city or that would limit any use of incentives 

by a city. 

 

5. further erode local control as it pertains to retirement issues. 

 

6. substantively change or expand the scope of the current disease presumption law, unless 

doing so is supported by reputable, independent scientific research. 

 

7. require candidates for city office to declare party affiliation in order to run for office.  

 

8. eliminate any of the current uniform election dates.  

 

9. impose additional state fees or costs on municipal court convictions or require municipal 

courts to collect fine revenue for the state. 

 

10. restrict city authority to draft ballot propositions in such a way that reflects the full fiscal 

impact of the proposition. 
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11. require preclearance of city ballot propositions by a state agency. 

 

Take No Position 

The Board takes no position on legislation that would relate to immigration matters, so long as it 

does not impose new and substantial unfunded mandates or unavoidable liabilities on cities. 

 

Other 

The Board takes the following additional actions: 

 

1. take no position on legislation that would impact local sourcing of sales and use taxes for 

Internet orders. 

 

2. with regard to economic development: (1) take no position on legislation that would 

broaden the authority of Type A or Type B economic development corporations; and (2) 

oppose legislation that would limit the authority of Type A or Type B economic 

development corporations statewide, but take no position on legislation that is regional in 

scope and that is supported by some cities in that region. 



 
   AGENDA ITEM 14 

  
 

CITY COUNCIL 
AGENDA MEMO 

Prepared By: John Cabrales Jr, City Manager        January 14, 2021 

City Council Rules of Procedure 
 
DESCRIPTION: 
 
Consider and Act on an Ordinance amending Chapter 2 “ADMINISTRATION”, Article II “CITY 
COUNCIL” of the Lake Dallas Municipal Code by amending in its entirety Division 2 “MEETINGS” 
relating to the rules of procedure for the various meetings of the City Council. 
 
BACKGROUND INFORMATION: 
 
The City Council has expressed a desire to conduct council meetings in the most efficient and 
time effective manner, while still allowing for open dialogue by the citizens of Lake Dallas. 
Pursuant to the provisions of Section 3.12 “Rules of Procedure” of the Charter of the City of 
Lake Dallas, Texas, the City Council may enact rules of procedure for all council meetings. These 
rules shall provide that citizens and employees of the city shall have a reasonable opportunity 
to be heard at any city council meeting, and shall also provide a method by which a citizen may 
have an item placed on the city council agenda. The City Council can also set reasonable time 
limits to be adhered to by persons appearing before the council. 
 
Attached is an ordinance enacting a new section Article II, Division III, of the Lake Dallas Code of 
Ordinances creating the Lake Dallas City Council Rules of Procedure. The ordinance contains the 
following: 
 
1. Types of meetings 
2. Attendance by members 
3. Rules of order 
4. Meeting Decorum and Conduct 
5. Presiding Officer and Duties 
6. Order of business 
 
This was presented at the December 10, 2020 council meeting and staff was directed to place 
this on the January 14, 2021 council meeting. 
 
 
 



FINANCIAL CONSIDERATION: 
 
None 
 
RECOMMENDED MOTIONS: 
 
I move to approve/deny on an ordinance amending Chapter 2 “ADMINISTRATION”, Article II 
“CITY COUNCIL” of the Lake Dallas Municipal Code by amending in its entirety Division 2 
“MEETINGS” relating to the rules of procedure for the various meetings of the City Council. 
 
ATTACHMENT(S): 
 

1. Ordinance 



CITY OF LAKE DALLAS, TEXAS 
 

ORDINANCE NO. 2020-____ 
 

AN ORDINANCE OF THE CITY OF LAKE DALLAS, TEXAS, 
AMENDING CHAPTER 2 “ADMINISTRATION”, ARTICLE II “CITY 
COUNCIL” OF THE LAKE DALLAS MUNICIPAL CODE BY 
AMENDING IN ITS ENTIRETY DIVISION 2 “MEETINGS” RELATING 
TO RULES OF PROCEDURES FOR THE VARIOUS MEETINGS OF 
THE CITY COUNCIL; PROVIDING A SEVERABILITY CLAUSE; AND 
PROVIDING AN EFFECTIVE DATE. 

 
WHEREAS, Section 3.12 of the City Charter of the City of Lake Dallas provides that the City 
Council shall determine its own rules and order of business with respect to the meetings of the 
City Council; and 
 
WHEREAS, the City Council has previously adopted certain rules of procedures for city council 
meetings, that are codified in Division 2 of Chapter 2, Article II of the Lake Dallas Municipal 
Code; and 
 
WHEREAS, having reviewed the current rules of procedure and determining that certain 
amendments are necessary to bring such rules into conformity with how the City Council 
presently desires the meetings of the City Council to run, the City Council of the City of Lake 
Dallas, Texas, finds it to be in the public interest to amend the current procedures for the conduct 
of city council meetings. 
 
NOW THEREFORE, BE IT ORDAINED BY THE CITY COUNCIL OF THE CITY OF 
LAKE DALLAS, TEXAT, THAT: 
 
SECTION 1.  Division 2 “Meetings” of Chapter 2 “Administration” Article II “City Council” of 
the Lake Dallas Municipal Code is amended in its entirety to read as follows: 

 
DIVISION 2. - MEETINGS 

Sec. 2-51. - Regular meetings.  

Except as provided in this section, regular meetings of the city council shall be 
held in the council chambers at city hall on the second and fourth Thursdays of each 
month beginning at 7:00 p.m. except in the months of November and December, in which 
regular meetings shall only be conducted on the first Thursday of the month. By 
resolution approved at a regular meeting, the city council may: 
(a) cancel a regular meeting upon a finding that: 

(1) The date of such meeting falls on an official city holiday; and/or 
(2) Cancelling the meeting will not adversely affect the operations of the City 

and will preserve City financial and human resources usually spent in 
preparation for such meetings. 



(b) change the date and/or time of a regular meeting upon a finding that the items of 
business anticipated to be addressed at such meeting makes such change 
necessary; and 

(c) may designate a location for a regular meeting at a place other than the council 
chambers at city hall provided such other location is open to the public. 

Sec. 2-52. - Special meetings.  

(a) Authorized. The mayor, of his own motion, or on the application of a majority of 
the city councilmembers, may call special meetings by written notice to each 
member of the council, the city manager, the city secretary and the city attorney, 
served personally, left at their residence at the address last placed on file with the 
City Secretary, or transmitted by electronic mail. Except in unusual 
circumstances, special meetings of the city council will be held at city hall, at a 
stated time. Minutes of such meetings will be maintained as at a regular meeting.  

(b) Emergency meetings. In case of emergency or urgent public necessity, which shall 
be expressed in the notice of the meeting in accordance with applicable provisions 
of the Texas Open Meetings Act., an emergency meeting may be called by the 
Mayor, the City Manager or by a majority of the City Councilmembers. 

(c) Workshop meetings. Special meetings to discuss a topic in depth or explore 
matters of interest to the city or to meeting jointly one or more of the City’s 
appointed boards and commission may be called at the request of the mayor, a 
majority of the members of the city council, or the city manager. 

Sec. 2-53. - Attendance by members.  

No member shall be excused from attendance at a council meeting except for 
good and valid reason. A councilmember must notify the City Secretary prior to the 
meeting at which the councilmember is going to be absent when the councilmember is 
aware of a planned absence or as soon as possible before or after the meeting when the 
absence is not planned. The City Secretary will record each Councilmember as being 
present or absent as a part of the minutes prepared for each council meeting. The council 
will take up the absence of a councilmember at the next regularly scheduled meeting 
following the absence and vote to determine if the absence is excused. The Mayor or a 
member of the City Council shall forfeit the office if such person fails to attend three (3) 
consecutive regular council meetings without being excused by the City Council. 
Sec. 2-54. - Rules of order.  

The rules set forth in this division shall govern the proceedings of the council in 
all cases, except that where these rules are silent, the most recent edition of Robert's 
Rules of Order, Newly Revised, shall govern as parliamentary authority with respect to 
the type, order, and priority of motions made. Notwithstanding anything in the foregoing 
to the contrary, deliberation of an item placed on the meeting agenda may occur without 
requiring a motion regarding action on the item first being made. 
 



Sec. 2-55. -Meeting Decorum and Conduct.  

(a) Councilmembers.  During the council meetings, councilmembers shall preserve 
order and decorum and shall neither by conversation or otherwise delay or 
interrupt the proceedings nor refuse to obey the orders of the mayor or the rules of 
the council. A councilmember, once recognized, shall not be interrupted while 
speaking unless called to order by the Mayor or presiding officer, unless a point 
of order is raised by another member, or unless the speaker chooses to yield to 
questions or comments from another councilmember. If a councilmember is 
called to order while speaking, the councilmember shall cease speaking 
immediately until the question of order is determined. If ruled to be in order, the 
councilmember shall be permitted to proceed. If ruled not to be in order, the 
councilmember shall remain silent or shall alter the councilmembers remarks to 
comply with rules of the City Council.  Notwithstanding the foregoing to the 
contrary, nothing in this Section 2-55(a) shall prohibit the presiding officer from 
allowing a procedurally informal discussion among the members of the City 
Council on a matter being discussed without requiring formal recognition of a 
councilmember prior to speaking. 

(b) Administrative Staff. City administrative staff and employees observe the same 
rules of procedure and decorum applicable to members of the City Council and 
shall not speak unless and until recognized by the presiding officer. While the 
presiding officer shall have the authority to preserve decorum of city employees 
in meetings, the City Manager also shall be responsible for the orderly conduct 
and decorum of all City employees under his or her direction and control. The 
City Manager shall take such disciplinary action as may be necessary to ensure 
that such decorum is preserved at all times by City employees in City Council 
meetings. 

(c) Members of the Public.  Except as otherwise provided in this section, members of 
the public are entitled to attend all regular and special meetings of the city council 
other than closed (i.e. executive) sessions conducted in accordance with the Texas 
Open Meetings Act subject to the fire safety rated capacity of the meeting venue. 
In the event the number of attendees at a City Council meeting exceeds the fire 
safety capacity of the meeting venue, the presiding officer may recess the meeting 
for purposes of relocating the meeting to a venue that can accommodate the 
number of attendees or the City Council may take such other action as may 
otherwise be necessary to defer deliberation of an item to another date at a 
meeting location that can accommodate the number of people desiring to attend 
the meeting with respect to a particular agenda item.  All meeting attendees shall 
conduct themselves with propriety and decorum which shall include, but not be 
limited to, the following: 
(1) Conversations between or among meeting attendees should be conducted 

outside the meeting room. When conversations within the meeting room 
are necessary, attendees must refrain from excessively loud private 
conversations while the Council is in session; 



(2) Remarks by meeting attendees without being recognized, stamping of feet, 
applauding, whistling, yelling, and/or similar demonstrations shall not be 
permitted;  

(3) Except for exhibits, displays, and visual aids used in connection with 
presentations to the City Council, placards, banners, signs, pamphlets, 
flyers, or political materials of any type are prohibited in the City Council 
Chamber or in any other room in which the City Council is meeting., 
however, are permitted; 

(4) Any person wishing to address the City Council must first be recognized 
by the presiding officer and must limit the person’s remarks to the matter 
under discussion; 

(5) All speakers must address their remarks and questions directly to the City 
Council as a whole and not to individual member of either the City 
Council or City administration or to other members of the public in 
attendance; 

(6) Any person addressing the City Council in the City Council Chamber shall 
do so from the lectern unless physically unable to do so; 

(7) People addressing the City Council shall not approach the council dais or 
other location where members of the City Council are seated without first 
obtaining the consent of the presiding officer; 

(8) Any person desiring to distribute papers or other materials to the City 
Council during the meeting must first obtain the consent of the presiding 
officer, and then deliver the materials to the City Manager or city staff 
identified by the City Manager, who will then distribute the materials to 
members of the City Council; 

(9) Other than vendors, consultants, and applicants for permits or other 
consents (e.g. representatives of owners or developers seeking approval of 
a subdivision plat or zoning change), meeting attendees who wish to speak 
to the City Council on any matter placed on the meeting agenda shall limit 
the time for presenting their remarks to five minutes. When the time has 
expired, the presiding officer shall direct the person speaking to cease. A 
second request from the presiding officer to cease speaking shall be cause 
of the removal of the speaker if that person continues to speak.  Nothing in 
this paragraph (9) shall prohibit the City Council by motion to (i) reduce 
the amount of time allowed each speaker when, based on the number of 
speakers who desire to speak on a matter, reducing the time allowed is 
necessary to ensure the meeting is concluded at a reasonable hour or (ii) 
extend the time allowed for a speaker to provide comments and 
information that cannot be reasonably presented within the time limit 
allowed; 

(10) Any person making personal, impertinent, profane, or slanderous remarks, 
who becomes boisterous while addressing the City Council. or who 
otherwise violates any of the rules of decorum section forth in this Section 



2-55(c) while attending a City Council meeting shall be removed from the 
room at the direction of the presiding officer and barred from further 
audience before the City Council during that meeting of the City Council. 
If the presiding officers fails to act, any member of the City Council may, 
by raising a point of order, move to require the offending person’s 
removal, and the affirmative vote of a majority of the City Council shall 
require the presiding officer to act.  Any person who has violated this 
Section 2-55(c) resulting in the person’s removal from a City Council 
meeting on more than one (1) occasion shall, upon vote of the City 
Council, be prohibited for a period of up to one (1) year from personally 
attending a City Council meeting; 

(11) Equipment, apparatus, or paraphernalia such as camera tripods, easels, or 
wheelchairs shall not obstruct, block, or otherwise be located in the 
doorway, entranceway, or walkways of the City Council Chambers or of 
any other room in which the City Council may choose to meet. 
Representatives of the electronic media may set up cameras and other 
equipment only in the back of the room. It is permissible for television 
camera operators to film for short periods of time (several minutes) from 
the entranceway to the City Council Chambers. Any radio station may 
locate its microphones or other equipment at the front of the meeting room 
provided such equipment, except for microphones, remains out of sight 
and does not present a visual obstruction or inhibit the free movement of 
people within the meeting room. 

(d) Enforcement.  Uniformed City of Lake Dallas police officers present at meetings 
of the City Council shall act in the capacity of a security officer/sergeant-at-arms 
and shall enforce the meeting rules and act upon the direction of the presiding 
officer. The City Manager, in the absence of a designated law enforcement officer 
shall act as Sergeant at Arms for the council and shall furnish whatever assistance 
is needed to enforce the rules of decorum set forth in this Section 2-55. 

Sec. 2-56. - Presiding Officer and Duties 
 
The Mayor, or, in the absence of the Mayor, the Mayor Pro Tem, shall preside as 

the presiding officer at all meetings of the City Council. In the absence of the Mayor and 
the Mayor Pro Tem, the City Council shall elect a temporary presiding officer. The 
presiding officer shall call all meetings to order, direct a roll call of the membership of 
the City Council in order to ensure a quorum of the membership is present, take such 
action as necessary to preserve order and decorum, confine members in deliberations to 
the question under discussion, call for the vote on matters before the City Council, and 
other take such action as necessary to ensure the disposition of the matters being 
considered by the City Council at the meeting. The presiding officer shall call upon the 
Sergeant at Arms as necessary to enforce compliance with the rules contained in this 
Division.  The presiding officer may call for a recess of up to fifteen (15) minutes at 
regular intervals of approximately one hour at appropriate points in the meeting agenda, 
or if requested by any two members. 
 



Sec. 2-57. - Order of business.  

(a) Agenda. The order of business of each city council meeting shall be as contained 
in the agenda prepared by the city manager. The agenda shall be a listing by 
specifically described topics or subject to be considered by the council. 

(b) Council Requested Agenda Items. The Mayor or any Councilmember may place 
an item on the agenda when at least two members, of the City Council, which can 
include the Mayor, delivers a written request to the City Manager to place the 
item on a meeting agenda not later than the Friday prior to the date of the 
scheduled meeting. Unless another meeting date is specified in the request, the 
City Manager will place the item on the next regularly scheduled meeting agenda 
following the date of receipt of the request. Each agenda for regular council 
meetings shall provide a time when any member of the City Council may bring 
before the City Council any business the member desires to be deliberated upon 
by the council; provided discussion and formal action on such matters shall be 
deferred until a subsequent council meeting.  

(c) Citizen Requested Agenda Items. Any citizen of the City who wishes to place a 
subject on the council agenda for consideration shall deliver to the office of the 
city secretary not later than 5:00 p.m. on the Thursday prior to the date of the 
regular city council meeting at on which the citizen desires the item to be 
considered:  
(1) A written description of the subject matter to be discussed;  
(2) All supporting documentation the citizen wishes to be distributed to the 

city council as part of the presentation; and  
(3) A signed statement by two members of the City Council (which may 

include the mayor) supporting the placement of the requested subject 
matter on the city council agenda.  

Notwithstanding the foregoing, any person may address the city council under 
"Citizen Agenda" without first satisfying the foregoing requirements when 
recognized by the mayor or presiding officer of the city council subject to the 
limitations of the rules of procedure of the city council, other applicable 
ordinances, and the Texas Open Meetings Act, as amended; provided, however, 
any person desiring to provide comments pursuant to a specific matter appearing 
on the city council agenda at which the person is attending, including any subject 
for which a public hearing has been called, may be required to defer all comments 
until the agenda item is called up for consideration.  

(d) Announcements & Special Recognitions. The City Manager and/or members of 
the City Council may provide any announcements, special recognitions, and 
information on status of current city projects and other projects affecting the City, 
meetings and actions of the city’s boards and commissions, upcoming local 
community events, including, but not limited to, departmental operations and 
capital improvement project status. No action will be taken with respect to this 
report. 

 



(e) Citizen Agenda and Public Comment. 
(1) Citizen Agenda.  In accordance with Section 3.12 of the City Charter, the 

agenda for every meeting of the City Council shall include an item where 
members of the public will be given an opportunity to address the City 
Council on matters which are not scheduled for consideration by the City 
Council at the meeting.  Any person desiring to speak under the item 
designated for the foregoing purpose shall complete a Public Meeting 
Appearance Card and present it to the City Secretary prior to the start of 
the council meeting. Any person speaking to the City Council pursuant to 
this Section 2-57(e)(1) must first be recognized by the presiding officer 
and must otherwise comply with Section 2-55(c)(3), (5), (6), (7), (8), (9) 
and (10). 

(2) Public Comment and Public Hearings.  In accordance with applicable 
provisions of the Texas Open Meetings Act, members of the public will be 
given an opportunity to address the City Council on matters which are 
placed on an agenda for consideration and action by the City Council at 
the same meeting.  Any person desiring to speak regarding a specific 
agenda item shall complete a Public Meeting Appearance Card and 
present it to the City Secretary prior to the item being called for 
consideration by the presiding officer. Any person speaking to the City 
Council pursuant to this Section 2-57(e)2) must first be recognized by the 
presiding officer and must otherwise comply with Section 2-55(c). 

(3) Presiding Officer Discretion.  Notwithstanding anything in paragraphs (1) 
and (2) of this Section 2-57(e) to the contrary, the presiding officer shall 
have the discretion to recognize a person to speak who has not completed 
a Public Meeting Appearance Card provided such person completes such 
card prior to the adjournment of the meeting and delivers the card to the 
City Secretary. 

(f) Consent Agenda. The agenda for each regular City Council meeting shall contain 
a consent agenda setting forth matters that are considered to be routine by the City 
Council that will be enacted with one motion with no separate discussion of the 
items unless a Council member or a member of the public desires to speak on an 
item, in which event the item will be removed from the consent agenda and taken 
up in the order of removal right as part of the regular agenda.  Any member of the 
public desiring to speak on a matter on the consent agenda must submit a Public 
Meeting Appearance Card and deliver the card to the City Secretary prior to the 
start of the council meeting. 

(g) Regular Agenda.  All other matters to be considered by the City Council shall be 
placed on the Regular Agenda following the Consent Agenda.  Members of the 
public desiring to speak on a matter on the regular agenda, including items 
removed from the consent agenda, may do so subject to compliance with Section 
2-55(c) and other provisions of this division applicable to public attendance and 
participation in city council meetings. 

 



SECTION 2.  If any section, paragraph, subdivision, clause, phrase or provision of this 
ordinance shall be judged to be invalid or unconstitutional by a court of competent jurisdiction, 
the same shall not affect the validity of this ordinance as a whole or any portion thereof other 
than the portion so decided to be invalid or unconstitutional. 
 
SECTION 3.  This ordinance shall take effect on the first day of the calendar month following 
its passage and publication in accordance with the provisions of the state law and the Charter of 
the City of Lake Dallas. 
 
DULY PASSED BY THE CITY COUNCIL OF THE CITY OF LAKE DALLAS, TEXAS, 
ON THE 10TH DAY OF DECEMBER 2020. 
 

APPROVED: 
 
 
___________________________________ 
Michael Barnhart, Mayor 

ATTEST: 
 
 
___________________________ 
Codi Delcambre, TRMC, City Secretary 
 
APPROVED AS TO FORM: 
 
 
____________________________ 
Kevin B. Laughlin, City Attorney 
(kbl:12/8/2020:119586) 



   AGENDA ITEM 15 
  

 
CITY COUNCIL 

AGENDA MEMO 
Prepared By: John Cabrales Jr, City Manager        January 14, 2021 

City Charter Amendments 
 
DESCRIPTION: 
 
Receive a report, hold a discussion, and give staff direction regarding proposed Charter 
Amendments to the Home Rule Charter of the City of Lake Dallas. 
 
BACKGROUND INFORMATION: 
 
The City Council has expressed an interest in reviewing the City Home Rule Charter for possible 
amendments. Any amendments to the Home Rule Charter would have to be voted on and 
approved by the residents of Lake Dallas as part of a Special Called Election during a Uniform 
election Date.  
 
The City of Lake Dallas, Texas, is a home rule city acting under its charter adopted by the 
electorate pursuant to Article XI, Section 5 of the Texas Constitution and Chapter 9 of the Local 
Government Code. Section 9.004 of the Local Government Code allows for Charter 
Amendments to be submitted to the qualified voters of a home rule municipality and requires 
the election to be held on a uniform election date. Section 41.001 of the Election Code 
establishes the first Saturday in May as a uniform election date, and the next uniform election 
date is May 1, 2021. The last day to call a Charter Amendment Election would be Feb. 12, 2020.  
We have a Council meeting on Feb. 11, 2020 so technically that would be the date for council to 
target. 
 
The Lake Dallas Home Rule Charter was first adopted on January 17, 1998 and amendments 
were made on June 13, 2000; May 3, 2003; May 26, 2005; May 14, 2009; and January 22, 2015. 
 
Attached are the proposed amendments (red line) that are being recommended to the council 
for consideration. If the council wants to call a Charter Amendment Election for the May 2021 
general election, then the last day to call that election would be Feb. 12, 2021.  We have a 
council meeting on Feb. 11, 2021 so technically that would be the date for council to target. The 
calling of a Charter Amendment Election would be done by ordinance and the ordinance would 
have to list the proposed amendments. 
 
Staff is seeking direction regarding Council’s interest in proceeding with any Charter 
Amendments. 



FINANCIAL CONSIDERATION: 
 
The City is scheduled to have a May 2021 General Municipal Election for the purpose of an 
election of Councilmembers to Places 1, 3 and 5. As such, there would be some costs to add 
ballot items to this election. 
 
RECOMMENDED MOTIONS: 
 
None, discussion only 
 
ATTACHMENT(S): 
 

1. Proposed Charter Amendments 



Lake Dallas City Charter 

HOME RULE CHARTER 
ARTICLE 1. - FORM OF GOVERNMENT AND BOUNDARIES 

Section 1.01. - Form of Government. 
Section 1.02. - The Boundaries. 
Section 1.03. - Extension of Boundaries. 
Section 1.04. - Contraction of Boundaries. 

ARTICLE 2. - POWERS OF THE CITY 
Section 2.01. - General. 
Section 2.02. - Powers of the City. 
2.02.01. - Planning and Zoning. 
2.02.02. - Building Permits. 
2.02.03. - Ponds and Lakes. 
Section 2.03. - General Powers Adopted. 
Section 2.04. - Eminent Domain. 
Section 2.05. - Zoning in General. 

ARTICLE 3. - THE CITY COUNCIL 
Section 3.01. - Number, Selection and Term. 
Section 3.02. - Qualifications of Candidates. 
Section 3.03a. - Judge of Elections and Qualifications. 
Section 3.03b. - Council To Be Judge of the Qualifications of Its Own Members. 
Section 3.04. - Compensation. 
Section 3.05. - Mayor and Mayor Pro Tem. 
Section 3.06. - Forfeiture and Vacancies. 
Section 3.06.01. - Vacancies. 
Section 3.06.02. - Forfeiture. 
Section 3.07. - Powers of the City Council. 
Section 3.08. - Prohibitions. 
Section 3.08.01. - Holding Other Office. 
Section 3.08.02. - Appointments and Removals. 
Section 3.08.03. - Interference With Administration. 
Section 3.09. - Meetings of the City Council. 
Section 3.10. - Quorum. 
Section 3.11. - Conflict of Interest and Abstention. 
Section 3.11.01. - Conflict of Interest. 
Section 3.11.02. - Abstention. 
Section 3.12. - Rules of Procedure. 
Section 3.13. - Passage of Ordinances in General. 
Section 3.13.01. - Form. 
Section 3.13.02. - Procedure. 
Section 3.13.03. - Procedure. 
Section 3.13.04. - Effective Date. 
Section 3.13.05. - Reading. 
Section 3.14. - Authentication, Recording, Codification, Printing and Distribution. 
Section 3.14.01. - Authentication and Recording. 
Section 3.14.02. - Codification. 



Section 3.14.03. - Printing of Ordinances and Resolutions. 
Section 3.15. - Investigations by the City Council. 

ARTICLE 4. - ADMINISTRATIVE SERVICE 
Section 4.01. - City Manager. 
Section 4.01.01. - Appointment, Qualifications, Compensation, Removal. 
Section 4.01.02. - Responsibilities and Powers. 
Section 4.01.03. - Acting City Manager. 
Section 4.01.04. - Performance Reviews. 
Section 4.02. - Police Department. 
Section 4.02.01. - Chief of Police: Appointment, Qualifications and Duties. 
Section 4.02.02. - Special Police. 
Section 4.03. - Fire Department. 
Section 4.04. - City Secretary. 
Section 4.05. - Municipal Court. 
Section 4.05.01. - Judge of the Municipal Court. 
Section 4.05.02. - Clerk of the Municipal Court. 
Section 4.05.03. - Procedure in the Municipal Court. 
Section 4.06. - City Attorney. 
Section 4.07. - Miscellaneous Departments. 
Section 4.08. - Personnel System. 
Section 4.09. - Appeals Board. 
Section 4.09.01. - Terminated Employee Appeal. 
Section 4.09.02. - Other Appeals. 

ARTICLE 5. - NOMINATIONS AND ELECTIONS 
Section 5.01. - City Elections. 
Section 5.01.01. - Election Schedule. 
Section 5.01.02. - Special Elections. 
Section 5.01.03. - Voter Eligibility List. 
Section 5.01.04. - Conduct and Regulations of Elections. 
Section 5.01.05. - Publicizing City Elections. 
Section 5.02. - Filing for Office and Eligibility To File. 
Section 5.03. - Official Ballots. 
Section 5.03.01. - Names on Ballot. 
Section 5.03.02. - Order of Listing. 
Section 5.03.03. - Early Ballots and Absentee Ballots. 
Section 5.03.04. - Ballots for Ordinances, Bond Issues and Charter Amendments. 
Section 5.03.05. - Write-in Votes. 
Section 5.04. - Watchers and Challengers. 
Section 5.05. - Canvassing. 
Section 5.06. - Election by Majority. 
Section 5.07. - Runoff Election. 
Section 5.08. - Oath of Office. 
Section 5.09. - Exception of Election Code. 

ARTICLE 6. - LEGISLATION BY THE PEOPLE: INITIATIVE, REFERENDUM AND 
RECALL 

Section 6.01. - General Authority. 



Section 6.02. - Petitioners' Committee. 
Section 6.03. - Form of Petition. 
Section 6.04. - Presentation of Petitions. 
Section 6.05. - Certification of Petitions and Presentation to City Council. 
Section 6.06. - Public Hearing on Recall of Officers. 
Section 6.07. - Action on Initiative and Referendum Petitions. 
Section 6.08. - Calling of Recall Election. 
Section 6.09. - Withdrawal of Petition. 
Section 6.09.01. - Withdrawal of Initiative and Referendum Petitions. 
Section 6.09.02. - Withdrawal of Recall Petitions. 
Section 6.10. - Form of Ballots. 
Section 6.11. - Results of Election. 
Section 6.12. - Limitations and Restrictions. 
Section 6.13. - Failure of City Council To Call Election. 

ARTICLE 7. - MUNICIPAL FINANCE 
Section 7.01. - Fiscal Year. 
Section 7.02. - Submission of Budget. 
Section 7.03. - Budget. 
Section 7.03.01. - Content. 
Section 7.03.02. - City Council Action. 
Section 7.04. - Amendments After Adoption. 
Section 7.04.01. - Amending the Budget. 
Section 7.04.02. - Emergency Appropriations. 
Section 7.04.03. - Supplemental Appropriations. 
Section 7.04.04. - Reduction of Appropriations. 
Section 7.05. - Capital Program. 
Section 7.06. - Public Records. 
Section 7.07. - Borrowing. 
Section 7.07.01. - Right To Borrow. 
Section 7.07.02. - General Obligation Bonds. 
Section 7.07.03. - Revenue Bonds. 
Section 7.08. - Purchasing. 
Section 7.09. - Administration of Budget. 
Section 7.10. - Depository. 
Section 7.11. - Financial Report. 
Section 7.12. - Independent Audit. 

ARTICLE 8. - BOARDS, COMMISSIONS AND COMMITTEES 
Section 8.01. - Authority. 
Section 8.02. - Qualifications. 
Section 8.03. - Boards, Commissions and Committees Enumerated. 
Section 8.03.01. - Planning and Zoning Commission. 
Section 8.03.02. - Parks and Recreation Board. 
Section 8.03.03. - Board of Adjustment. 
Section 8.03.04. - Other Boards, Commissions and Committees. 
Section 8.03.05. - Appointment of Boards, Commissions and Committees. 
Section 8.04. - General. 



Section 8.04.01. - Open Meetings. 
Section 8.04.02. - Compensation. 
Section 8.04.03. - Minutes. 
Section 8.04.04. - Exclusion of City Officers and Employees. 
Section 8.04.05. - Rules and Regulations. 

ARTICLE 9. - PUBLIC UTILITIES, FRANCHISES AND LICENSES 
Section 9.01. - Powers of the City. 
Section 9.02. - Power To Grant Franchise. 
Section 9.03. - Ordinance Granting Franchise. 
Section 9.04. - Transfer of Franchise. 
Section 9.05. - Franchise Value Not To Be Allowed. 
Section 9.06. - Rights of Regulation. 
Section 9.07. - City-Owned Public Services. 
Section 9.08. - Regulation of Rates. 
Section 9.09. - Inalienability of Control of Public Property. 
Section 9.10. - Existing Franchises. 

ARTICLE 10. - GENERAL AND TRANSITIONAL PROVISIONS 
Section 10.01. - Publicity. 
Section 10.02. - Official Newspaper. 
Section 10.03. - Nepotism. 
Section 10.04. - Personal Financial Interest. 
Section 10.05. - Conflict of Interest. 
Section 10.06. - Assignment, Execution and Garnishment. 
Section 10.07. - Security and Bond. 
Section 10.08. - Damage Suits. 
Section 10.09. - Services of Process. 
Section 10.10. - Pleading Ordinances. 
Section 10.11. - Judicial Notice. 
Section 10.12. - Construction of Charter. 
Section 10.12.01. - Effective Date of Charter. 
Section 10.12.02. - Amendment of the Charter. 
Section 10.12.03. - Severability. 
Section 10.12.04. - Effect on Existing Laws. 
Section 10.13. - Person Indebted to the City Shall Not Hold Office or Employment. 

 
 
ARTICLE 1. - FORM OF GOVERNMENT AND BOUNDARIES 
 
Section 1.01. - Form of Government. 
 
The municipal government provided by this Charter, shall be known as "council manager 
government." Pursuant to its provisions and subject only to the limitations imposed by the state 
constitution, the statutes of this state and by this Charter, all powers of the city shall be vested in 
an elective council, hereinafter referred to as the "city council": which shall enact local legislation, 
adopt budgets, determine policies and appoint the city manager, who in turn shall be held 
responsible to the city council for the execution of the laws and the administration of the 



government of the city. All powers of the city shall be exercised in the manner prescribed by this 
Charter, or if not prescribed, then in such manner as may be prescribed by law. 
 
Section 1.02. - The Boundaries. 
 
The inhabitants of the City of Lake Dallas, Texas, residing within its corporate limits as heretofore 
and hereafter established, are hereby constituted and shall continue to be a municipal body politic 
and corporate, in perpetuity, under the name of the "City of Lake Dallas" with such power, 
privileges, rights, duties, authorities and immunities, as are herein provided. 
 
Section 1.03. - Extension of Boundaries. 
 
The boundaries of the City of Lake Dallas, Texas, may be enlarged and extended by the annexation 
of additional territory in accordance with the provisions of state law. To include the following: 
 

(1) Extending Boundaries by Action of City Council. The city council, by ordinance, shall 
have the power to annex additional territory adjacent to or contiguous with the city limits, 
with or without the consent of the residents and/or the owners of the territory annexed in 
accordance with the provisions of state law. 
 
(2) Annexation of Lands on Petition of Owners. The owner or owners of land contiguous 
with and adjacent to the city limits may, by petition in writing to the city council, request 
said land be annexed into the city. The city council may grant or refuse the petition. If the 
city council grants the petition, it shall, by ordinance, annex said land as part of the 
corporate limits of the city in accordance with the provisions of state law. 
 
(3) Annexation by Any Other Method Provided by Law. Additional territory may also be 
annexed into the city in any manner and by procedure now or hereafter provided by law. 

 
Section 1.04. - Contraction of Boundaries. 
 
By super-majorityUpon an affirmative vote of not less than 75% of the voting members of the city 
council, the city council may, when it deems appropriate or in the best interest of the city, disannex 
territory that has previously been a part of the incorporated city limits of the City of Lake Dallas. 
 
ARTICLE 2. - POWERS OF THE CITY 
 
Section 2.01. - General. 
 
The City of Lake Dallas shall have all the powers granted to cities by the Constitution and laws of 
the State of Texas, together with all the implied powers necessary for the execution of all the 
powers granted. In the exercise of its powers, the city may: 
 

1) Design, adopt and use a corporate seal; 
 
2) Contract and be contracted with; 
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3) Avail itself of any and all legal remedies and defenses to the fullest extent allowed by 
the laws, statutes and constitutions of this State and of the United States. Nothing contained 
within this Section or the provisions of this Charter or the ordinances of the City shall be 
deemed to constitute a waiver of sovereign, legislative, official or other immunity and 
unless otherwise provided by law, such waivers shall only be by resolution or ordinance 
duly adopted by the City Council; 
 
4) Cooperate with the government of the State of Texas and any agency thereof, and any 
political subdivision of the State of Texas; 
 
5) Acquire, own, hold, lease, manage, control, police or sell property inside or outside the 
city, in fee simple or in any lesser estate of interest, by purchase, gift, devise, lease or 
condemnation; 
 
6) Construct, own, lease, operate, and regulate public utilities; 
 
7) Assess, levy, and collect taxes for the general and special purposes on all lawful subjects 
of taxation; 
 
8) Borrow money on the faith and credit of the city by the issuance of bonds, certificates 
of obligation, warrants or notes of the city, provided that no revenue bond issue in excess 
of $250,000.00 shall be ordered by the city until an election has been held to determine 
approval or disapproval of such issue by a majority of the qualified voters voting at such 
election; 
 
9) Appropriate the money of the city for all lawful purposes; 
 
10) Regulate and control the use of streets and other public places; 
 
11) Pass and enforce such ordinances as may be expedient for the protection and 
maintenance of good government, the peace and welfare of the city, the performance of the 
functions of the city and the order and security of the residents of the city; 
 
12) Provide suitable penalties for violations of city ordinances; 
 
13) Except as prohibited by the constitution and laws of the State of Texas and in conflict 
with this Charter, exercise all municipal powers, function, rights, privileges, and 
immunities of every name and nature whatsoever; 
 
14) Plan emergency administrative measures to be applied in time of natural disaster; 
 
15) Pass ordinances to regulate the collection and disposal of solid and other wastes in a 
manner which protects the general health, safety and welfare of the citizens and upholds 
state and federal laws; and 
 



16) Exercise the authority, alone or with any government agency, or any non-profit 
organization incorporated under the laws of the State of Texas, to acquire, establish and 
own all property that may be useful and necessary for the purpose of establishing and 
maintaining parks and recreational facilities as authorized by law. 
 

Section 2.02. - Powers of the City. 
 
2.02.01. - Planning and Zoning. 
 
The city shall have the power to adopt and enforce the following: 
 

1) A master plan to be used as a guide in considering passage of ordinances for the orderly 
growth and development of the city. 
 
2) Ordinances for the regulation of new plats and subdivisions within the city and its 
extraterritorial jurisdictions. 
 
3) Ordinances to establish development performance standards and land use regulations in 
general within the city, and any valid additions thereto, or within any part thereof, in any 
manner that does not conflict with the constitution or state laws. 
 
4) Ordinances to promote safe and reasonable building standards. 
 
5) Ordinances providing for the acquisition of lands within city limits and within 
extraterritorial jurisdictions for public purposes, not including private development, and 
not in conflict with state laws. 
 
6) Ordinances to provide for capital improvements that improve the general health, safety 
and welfare of citizens within city limits and within extraterritorial jurisdictions. 

 
Except on procedural motions, voting shall be by roll call, called by an official recording secretary, 
and shall be recorded in the minutes. 
 
2.02.02. - Building Permits. 
 
The City of Lake Dallas shall have the power to prohibit the erection or construction of any 
building or structure of any kind within the City of Lake Dallas without a permit first having been 
issued by the city for the construction or erection of such building or structure, and may authorize 
a fee to be charged for such permit, and in pursuance of said authority may authorize the inspection 
by the city of all buildings or structures during the progress of their construction and may require 
that all building shall be constructed in conformity with the building code which exists in said city 
or shall hereafter be passed. 
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2.02.03. - Ponds and Lakes. 
 
The City of Lake Dallas shall have power to control or prohibit construction of pools, ponds, or 
lakes, receiving water from a recognizable stream, creek, branch, or natural drainage. The city may 
control location, construction, height of structure, depth and size of body of water to be impounded. 
No pool, pond, or lake receiving water from a recognizable stream, creek, branch or natural 
drainage, shall be constructed without first obtaining a permit issued by the city. 
 
Section 2.03. - General Powers Adopted. 
 
The enumeration of the particular powers of this Charter shall not be held or deemed to be 
exclusive, but in addition to the powers enumerated herein or implied hereby or appropriate to the 
exercise of such powers, the city shall have and may exercise all powers of local self-government 
and all other powers which, under the constitution and laws of the State of Texas, it would be 
competent for this Charter specifically to enumerate. 
 
Section 2.04. - Eminent Domain. 
 
The city shall have the full power, authority and rights to exercise the power of eminent domain 
when necessary or desirable to carry out any of the powers conferred upon it by this Charter, or by 
the constitution and laws of the State of Texas. The city may exercise the power of eminent domain 
in any manner authorized or permitted by the constitution and laws of the State of Texas. The 
power of eminent domain hereby conferred shall include the right of the city to take the fee in land 
so condemned, and such power and authority shall include the right to condemn public property 
for such purposes as provided by the statutes of the state. The city shall have and possess the power 
of condemnation for public purpose even though not specifically enumerated by this Charter. 
 
Neither the city council nor the city administration shall participate in any form for the purpose of 
exercising eminent domain on behalf of private development, unless mandated by the county, state, 
or federal government. 
 
Section 2.05. - Zoning in General. 
 
The city council shall have the full power and authority to zone the city and to pass all necessary 
ordinances, rules and regulations governing the same under and by virtue of the authority vested 
in cities by state statutes. 
 
The board of adjustment shall not order a grandfathered nonconforming use to be discontinued, 
which was created as a result of a zoning change. 
 
ARTICLE 3. - THE CITY COUNCIL 
 
Section 3.01. - Number, Selection and Term. 
 
The legislative and governing body of the city shall consist of a mayor and five councilmembers 
and shall be known as the "City Council of the City of Lake Dallas, Texas." 
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1) The mayor and councilmembers shall be elected by the qualified voters of the city at 
large, each of whom, unless sooner removed by the provisions of this Charter, shall serve 
for a term of three years or until their successors have been duly elected and qualified. Each 
councilmember shall occupy a position on the city council, such positions being numbered 
as places 1 through 5. 
 
2) All members of the city council, other than the mayor, shall be elected under the place 
system. In May of 2015, one councilmember for place 1, one councilmember for place 3 
and one councilmember for place 5 shall be elected for three-year terms. In May of 2016, 
the mayor, one councilmember for place 2 and one councilmember for place 4 shall be 
elected for three-year terms. In May of 2017, no election for councilmembers shall be held, 
except as may be required to fill a vacancy. The "three-three-none" (3-3-0) pattern of 
elections shall continue into the future. 

 
Section 3.02. - Qualifications of Candidates. 
 
Each candidate for an elective office shall meet the following qualifications: 
 

1) Shall be a qualified voter of the city and be at least 21 years of age; 
 
2) Shall have resided, for at least 12 months next preceding the date of the election, within 
the corporate limits of the city, or within territory annexed into the city prior to the filing 
deadline; 
 
3) Shall not be an employee of the city. 

 
Section 3.03a. - Judge of Elections and Qualifications. 
 
The city council shall be the final judge of the election and qualifications of its members and shall 
have the same rights and powers over the election officials as are given to the councilmembers in 
section 3.03b regarding councilmembers and the mayor to qualify and/or investigate election 
officials. A telephone shall be available to election officials in accordance to state law. 
 
Section 3.03b. - Council To Be Judge of the Qualifications of Its Own Members. 
 
The city council shall be the judge of the qualifications of its own members and of the mayor, and 
for such purpose shall have power to subpoena witnesses and require the production of records, 
but the decision of the council shall, as soon as practicable after a regular or special election, either 
at a called meeting of said council, called for that purpose, or at the next regular meeting, but in 
any event within five (5) calendar days after the closing of the pollsthe time required by State law, 
canvass the returns and declare the results of such election. 
 
Section 3.04. - Compensation. 
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The mayor and councilmembers of the City of Lake Dallas shall serve without pay or 
compensation; provided, however, that they shall be entitled to reimbursement of and for necessary 
expenses incurred in the performance of their official duties. 
 
Section 3.05. - Mayor and Mayor Pro Tem. 
 
The mayor shall be recognized as the official head of the city government for all ceremonial 
purposes and by the governor for purposes of military law but shall have no administrative duties. 
The mayor shall be the chairperson and shall preside at all meetings of the city council. The mayor 
shall vote only in a case of a tie, or when the mayor's presence is necessary at any meeting to make 
a quorum, on all propositions and matters before the city council, but shall have no power to veto. 
The mayor shall sign and execute for and on behalf of the city all contracts and agreements 
approved by the city council in the absence of the city manager and the acting city manager. The 
mayor shall, when authorized by the city council, sign any official document such as ordinances, 
resolutions, conveyances, grant agreements, official plans, contracts and bonds.  Whenever this 
charter refers to the affirmative vote of a certain number of city councilmembers in order to 
approve the matter, the number of city councilmembers counted shall include the mayor when the 
mayor is otherwise present and eligible pursuant to this Section 3.05 to vote on the matter. 
 
The mayor pro tem shall be a councilmember elected by the city council at the first regular city 
council meeting following either each regular city election or runoff election if such occurs. The 
mayor pro tem shall act as mayor during the disability or absence of the mayor and in this capacity 
shall have the rights conferred upon the mayor. 
 
Whenever it shall come to the knowledge of the mayor that any malignant, infectious or contagious 
disease of epidemic proportion is prevalent in the city or probably will become so, or in case of 
public calamity arising by reason of flood, hurricane, tornado, fire or other disaster, the mayor 
shall have the power to take all steps and use all measures necessary to avoid, suppress or mitigate 
such disease and relieve distress caused by flood or resulting from tornado, hurricane, fire or other 
disaster. 
 
Section 3.06. – Forfeiture and Vacancies. 
 
Section 3.06.01. - Vacancies. 
 
If one or more vacancies shall occur for mayor or councilmember, a special election shall be called 
within 120 days after the vacancy or vacancies occur, but the remaining members of the council 
by a majority vote shall appoint a qualified person or persons to fill such vacancy or vacancies if 
the unexpired term is 12 months or less. 
 
If one or more vacancies shall occur ninety (90) days or more before a regular city election, a 
special election shall be called for the next available uniform election date to fill the vacancy or 
vacancies, when such vacancy or vacancies shall be filled for the remainder of the unexpired term. 
 
Any person appointed shall be qualified for the office as required by this Charter. 
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Notwithstanding the requirement that a quorum of the city council consists of four (4) 
councilmembers, if at any time the membership of the city council is reduced to less than four (4) 
councilmembers, the remaining members may, by majority action, appoint additional 
councilmembers to raise the membership to four (4). These appointees shall serve until the 
positions can be filled at the next regular or special city election. All vacancies filled by election 
shall be for the remainder of the unexpired term of the office so filled. 
 
Section 3.06.02. - Forfeiture. 
 
The mayor or a member of the city council shall forfeit the office if such person: 
 

1) During term of office, lacks any qualification at any time for the office prescribed by 
this Charter or by law; 
 
2) Violates any express prohibition of this Charter; 
 
3) Is convicted or placed on deferred adjudication for a crime involving turpitudeIs 
convicted of a felony or of a misdemeanor involving moral turpitude or is convicted of 
violating any state laws regulating conflicts of interest of municipal officers shall forfeit 
his office; 
 
4) Fails to attend three (3) consecutive regular city council meetings without being excused 
by the city council. 
 
5) Submits an application to be placed on a ballot or submits his name in nomination as a 
candidate to run for election to any public office, other than the seat then held by such 
person, but shall continue to serve in said seat until his successor is duly qualified. 
 

The city council shall rule in matters involving forfeiture of office Every forfeiture shall be 
declared and enforced by the city council. 
 
Section 3.07. - Powers of the City Council. 
 
All powers of the city shall be vested in the city council, except as otherwise provided by law of 
this Charter. The city council shall provide for the exercise thereof and the performance of all 
duties and obligations imposed upon the city by law. 
 
Additionally, the city council shall have the power to: 
 

1) Appoint and remove the city manager; 
 
2) Appoint and remove the city attorney and municipal court judge; 
 
3) Appoint members of all boards, commissions and committees serving the city; 
 
4) Adopt the budget of the city; 
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5) Set the salary of the city manager, municipal judge and city attorney; 
 
6) Approve plats; 
 
7) Adopt and modify the official map of the city; 
 
8) Adopt and modify the zoning plan which may regulate and fix the height and the density 
of population and the location and use of buildings for trade, industry, business, residence 
or other purposes; 
 
9) Provide for the establishment and designation of the fire limits and prescribe the kind of 
character of buildings, structures, or improvements which may be erected therein, and 
provide for the condemnation of dangerous or dilapidated buildings or structures which 
increase the fire hazard and the manner of their removal or destruction; 
 
10) Adopt and modify the building code; 
 
11) Provide by ordinance for the exercise of the police powers of the city; 
 
12) Establish and maintain a free public library and to cooperate for such purpose with any 
person, firm, association or political subdivision in the manner prescribed by ordinance; 
 
13) Inquire into the conduct of any office, department or agency of the city and make 
investigations of municipal affairs; 
 
14) Provide for an independent audit; 
 
15) Approve the appointment, setting of salaries, and removal of department 
administrators; 
 
16) Conduct performance reviews of the city attorney, municipal judge, and city manager 
annually, or more frequently as necessary; 
 
17) Authorize by ordinance the issuance of bonds, assignments of revenue or warrants; 
 
18) Establish and publicize the criteria for evaluating the job performance of the city 
manager; and 
 
19) Establish and maintain personnel policy. 

 
Section 3.08. - Prohibitions. 
 
Section 3.08.01. - Holding Other Office. 
 



Except where authorized by law, the mayor and members of the city council shall not hold any 
other city office or city employment during their terms, and no former mayor or member of the 
city council shall hold any compensated appointive city office or city employment until one (1) 
year after the expiration of the term as mayor or a member of the city council. 
 
Section 3.08.02. - Appointments and Removals. 
 
Neither the mayor, the city council nor any of its members shall in any manner dictate the 
appointment nor removal of any city administrative officer nor employee that the city manager or 
any subordinates are empowered to appoint. 
 
Section 3.08.03. - Interference With Administration. 
 
Except for the purpose of inquiry and investigation as provided by this Charter, the city council 
and its members shall deal with city officers and employees who are subject to the direction and 
supervision of the city manager solely through the city manager, and neither the city council nor 
its members shall give orders to any such officer or employee, either publicly or privately, except 
as otherwise provided in this Charter. 
 
Section 3.09. - Meetings of the City Council. 
 
The city council shall hold at least one (1) regular meeting each month and as many additional 
meetings as it deems necessary to transact the business of the city. The city council shall fix, by 
ordinance, the date and time of the regular meetings and, subject to the requirement to hold at least 
one (1) regular meeting per month, may establish by ordinance a procedure for cancelling or 
rescheduling regular meetings of the city council. Special meetings of the city council shall be held 
on the call of the mayor or a majority of the city councilmembers. 
 
Section 3.10. - Quorum. 
 
At regularly scheduled meetings, three city council members shall constitute a quorum for the 
purpose of the transaction of business. 
 
At special meetings, four city council members shall constitute a quorum for the purpose of the 
transaction of business. 
 
For the purpose of establishing a quorum, the mayor shall be counted as a city council member. 
 
No action of the city council shall be valid or binding unless adopted by an affirmative vote of a 
simple majority. 
 
Section 3.11. - Conflict of Interest and Abstention. 
 
Section 3.11.01. - Conflict of Interest. 
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No member of the city council,Neither the mayor, any city councilmember, nor any member of 
any board, commission or committee, or any other officer, whether elected, appointed, paid or 
unpaid, or related to an officer within the first degree of affinity or consanguinity, shall participate 
in a vote or decision on a matter involving a business entity in which such officer the person 
holding such elected or appointed offices, or a person related within the first degree of affinity or 
consanguinity to such person, has a substantial interest in the matter if it is reasonably foreseeable 
that an action on the matter would confer an economic benefit on the business entity. Prior to the 
meeting, the officer, or person related to the officer, shall file an affidavit with the city secretary 
stating the nature and extent of the interest and abstain from further participation in the matter. 
 
[Optional amending language:  Neither the mayor, any city councilmember, nor any member of 
any board, commission or committee, or any other officer, whether elected, appointed, paid or 
unpaid, shall participate in the deliberation in or a vote or decision on a matter when such 
participation is otherwise prohibited by state law.] 
 
Section 3.11.02. - Abstention. 
 
Except when a councilmember (or the mayor, when eligible to vote) is prohibited by law or this 
Charter from deliberating and/or voting on a matter, no councilmember (or the mayor, when 
eligible to vote) may abstain or otherwise refuse to cast a vote on any matter to be considered by 
the city council.  Where no conflict of interest exists, no abstention shall be accepted. An abstention 
shall be considered a non-vote or failure to vote shall be counted as a vote against the matter being 
considered. 
 
Section 3.12. - Rules of Procedure. 
 
The city council shall, by ordinance, determine its own rules and order of business, and the rules 
shall provide that citizens and employees of the city shall have a reasonable opportunity to be 
heard at any city council meeting. Such ordinance shall also provide a method by which a citizen 
may have an item placed on the city council agenda. The rules established by the city council for 
this procedure may include a provision that permits the city council to set reasonable time limits 
to be adhered to by persons appearing before the city council. 
 
The city council shall provide for tape recording of all meetings as well as written minutes to be 
taken of all meetings, except executive sessions authorized by law, and such minutes shall be a 
public record and shall be kept and maintained by the city secretary. Voting shall be recorded in 
the minutes. Except on procedural motions, voting shall be by roll call called by the city secretary 
or person serving as city secretary and shall be recorded in the minutes. 
 
Except when a different vote is required by this charter or state law, Aall issues coming before the 
city council or any boards, commissions or committees shall be decided by an affirmative vote of 
a simple majority of the membership of the city councilmembers, or members of the board, 
commission or committee. 
 
(Ordinance 20-04, § 1, adopted 6-13-00) 
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Section 3.13. - Passage of Ordinances in General. 
 
Section 3.13.01. - Form. 
 
The city council shall legislate by ordinance only, and the enacting clause of every ordinance shall 
be "Be it ordained by the City Council of the City of Lake Dallas, Texas." Each proposed ordinance 
shall be introduced in the written or printed form required for adoption. An ordinance shall not be 
amended or repealed except by the adoption of another ordinance. 
 
Section 3.13.02. - Procedure. 
 
Any member of the city council may offer any ordinance in writing that has been placed on the 
agenda at the city council meeting. Copies of proposed ordinances, in the form required for 
adoption, shall be furnished to members of the city council. The city council shall adopt a rule that 
shall provide that no action be taken on any ordinance that has not been made available to the 
council and to the public concurrently. An ordinance shall be considered adopted when it receives 
an affirmative vote of a simple majority of the membership of the city council. 
 
Section 3.13.03. - ProcedureAdoption. 
 
Unless a different vote is required by this charter or state law, Aan ordinance shall be considered 
adopted when it receives the appropriate affirmative votes of a majority of the city 
councilmembers. as specified by conditions of this Charter. 
 
Section 3.13.04. - Effective Date. 
 
Every ordinance shall become effective upon adoption, or at any later time specified in the 
ordinance, so long as every ordinance imposing any penalty, fine or forfeiture must be first 
published in the official newspaper of the city before being adopted or effective. 
 
Section 3.13.05. - Reading. 
 
The reading aloud of a title and caption of the ordinance shall suffice as a reading. If two council 
members request that the ordinance be read in its entirety, it must be so read. 
 
Section 3.14. - Authentication, Recording, Codification, Printing and Distribution. 
 
Section 3.14.01. - Authentication and Recording. 
 
The city secretary shall record in a properly indexed book kept for that purpose, all ordinances and 
resolutions adopted by the city council, and such ordinances and resolutions shall be open for 
public inspection. Ordinances shall be numbered consecutively in the order in which adopted. The 
city secretary shall attest the signature of the mayor or officer signing such ordinance. 
 
Section 3.14.02. - Codification. 
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The codification of ordinances of the City of Lake Dallas duly adopted by the governing body of 
the City of Lake Dallas, shall continue to be known as the Lake Dallas Municipal Code, and every 
general ordinance enacted subsequent to such codification shall be enacted as an amendment to 
such Code. General ordinances shall be deemed to be those ordinances of a permanent or 
continuing nature that affects the residents of the city at large. A copy of this Charter shall be 
placed within the Code book, and such codification shall be updated at least once each year. This 
compilation shall be known and cited officially as the Lake Dallas Municipal Code and shall be in 
full force and effect without the necessity of such Code or any part thereof being published in any 
newspaper. The caption, descriptive clause and other formal parts of the ordinances of the city may 
be omitted without affecting the validity of such ordinances when they are published in the Code. 
 
Section 3.14.03. - Printing of Ordinances and Resolutions. 
 
The city council shall cause each ordinance and each amendment to this Charter to be printed 
promptly following its adoption, and the printed ordinances and Charter amendments shall be 
made available according to law. A copy of each ordinance and resolution shall be placed in city 
offices and a copy of the city Code, together with this Charter, shall be furnished to the Lake Dallas 
Public Library. 
 
Section 3.15. - Investigations by the City Council. 
 
The city council, by simple majority vote, shall have the power to inquire into the conduct of any 
office, department, agency, officer or employee of the city and to make investigations as to 
municipal affairs, and for that purpose may subpoena witnesses, administer oaths and compel the 
production of books, papers and other evidence. Failure to obey such subpoena or to produce 
books, papers or other evidence, as ordered under the provisions of this section shall constitute 
ground for immediate termination. 
 
ARTICLE 4. - ADMINISTRATIVE SERVICE 
 
Section 4.01. - City Manager. 
 
Section 4.01.01. - Appointment, Qualifications, Compensation, Removal. 
 
The city manager shall be the chief administrator and executive officer of the city. The city 
manager shall be appointed by a vote of a simple-majority of councilmembers, based on 
administrative ability, training, experience, and without regard to political consideration. 
 
The city manager shall administer the business of the city, and the city council shall ensure that 
such administration is efficient. 
 
The city manager shall be hired, censured, suspended or removed by a vote of a simple majority 
of the membership of the city council, it being the intention of this charter to vest all authority and 
fix all responsibility for such hiring, censuring, suspension and removal in the city council. 
 
Section 4.01.02. - Responsibilities and Powers. 



The city manager shall be responsible for the proper administration of the affairs of the city and 
shall have the power and duty to: 
 

1) Appoint, hire, suspend, and/or terminate department administrators with approval by a 
simple majority of the city council; 
 
2) Appoint, hire, suspend, and/or terminate employees not under the supervision of a 
department administrator  any employee of the city, except as otherwise provided by this 
Charter. The city manager may authorize the head of a department to appoint and remove 
subordinates in such department; 
3) Assist department administrators in the hiring, suspension, and termination of 
employees to ensure compliance with all applicable laws; 
43) Attend all city council meetings with the right to take part in discussions, but may not 
vote; 
 
45) Prepare and submit, to the city council, an annual budget and capital program, and 
administer the budget as adopted by the city council; 
 
65) Prepare and submit to the city council, at the end of the fiscal year, a complete report 
on the finances of the city for the preceding year; 
 
76) Keep the city council advised of the financial condition and future needs of the city 
and make such recommendations as deemed necessary; 
 
87) Oversee the enforcement of all state laws and city ordinances; 
 
98) Perform such duties as prescribed by this Charter and required by the city council; 
 
109) Ensure that all public records are accessible to the public and available upon request 
as required by state law; and 
 
11) Implement annual performance reviews for all employees of the city. 
 

The city council may, by ordinance, establish certain limitations within which the city manager 
may be authorized to sign and execute contracts for, and on behalf of, the city without specific city 
council approval. 
 
Section 4.01.03. - Acting City Manager. 
 
The city manager shall, within 60 days after taking office, designate by letter filed with the city 
secretary, a qualified administrative employee of the city to perform the duties of the city manager 
in the event of extended absence or disability. 
 
Section 4.01.04. - Performance Reviews. 
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The city council shall conduct a performance review of the city manager annually, or more 
frequently as necessary. The city manager shall conduct a performance review of all department 
administrators annually, or more frequently as necessary. Performance reviews are to be recorded 
in writing, presented to the city council, and copies placed in personnel files. 
 
Section 4.02. - Police Department. 
 
There shall be established and maintained a department of police to maintain law and order within 
the City of Lake Dallas, to protect the citizens from violence, or threats of violence, and to protect 
their property from damage or loss. 
 
Section 4.02.01. - Chief of Police: Appointment, Qualifications and Duties. 
 
The City Manager shall appoint or remove the chief of police, subject to the approval of the city 
council, for an indefinite term. The chief of police shall be fully responsible to the city manager 
for the administration of the department. The chief of police shall, with the approval of the city 
manager, appoint and remove the employees of said department and carry out enforcement of the 
resolutions and ordinances of the city council and perform such other duties as may be required of 
him by the city council. The chief of police shall be chosen upon the basis of administrative 
training, experience, and ability in the law enforcement field. The chief of police must be of good 
reputation, both past and present, and hold an advanced certificate issued by the Texas 
Commission of Law Enforcement Officers Standards and Education. The chief of police shall 
establish and maintain written standard operating procedures including, but not limited to, 
disciplinary procedures, general order, department policy, job description and dress code. This 
information shall be made accessible to the public where permitted by law. 
 
Section 4.02.02. - Special Police. 
 
No person, except as authorized by law, by this Charter or by the ordinances passed pursuant 
hereto, shall act as special police or special detective. 
 
Section 4.03. - Fire Department. 
 
The city council must provide fire protection and emergency medical services for the City of Lake 
Dallas. 
 
Section 4.04. - City Secretary. 
 
The city manager shall appoint or remove the city secretary, subject to the approval of the city 
council; and shall appoint or remove such assistant city secretaries as the city council shall deem 
advisable. The duties of the city secretary, or an assistant city secretary shall be as follows: 
 

1) To give notice of the city council and commissions' meetings. 
 
2) To keep the minutes of city council meetings. 
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3) To authenticate by signature and record in full, in a book indexed for this purpose, all 
ordinances and resolutions. 
 
4) To perform such other duties as the city council or city manager shall assign to the 
position of city secretary, and as elsewhere provided for in this Charter or by law. 

 
Section 4.05. - Municipal Court. 
 
There shall be a court known as the "Municipal Court of the City of Lake Dallas," with such 
jurisdiction, powers, and duties as are given and prescribed by the laws of the State of Texas. 
 
Section 4.05.01. - Judge of the Municipal Court. 
 
The municipal court shall be presided over by a magistrate who shall be known as the municipal 
judge. The municipal judge shall be appointed by the council, and shall serve at the pleasure of the 
city council. The municipal judge shall receive such compensation as may be set by the city 
council. The city council may appoint an alternate municipal judge, with the same qualifications 
as the municipal judge, to preside over the municipal court in the absence of the municipal judge. 
 
Section 4.05.02. - Clerk of the Municipal Court. 
 
There shall be a clerk of the municipal court who shall be appointed by and who shall serve at the 
pleasure of the city manager. The clerk shall have power to administer oaths and affidavits, make 
certificates, affix the seal of the court thereto, and otherwise perform any and all acts necessary in 
issuing process of such court, and conducting the business thereof. 
 
There shall be such deputy clerks of the municipal court as may be authorized and appointed by 
the city manager, who shall have authority to act for and on behalf of the clerk of the municipal 
court. 
 
Section 4.05.03. - Procedure in the Municipal Court. 
 
All complaints, prosecutions, the service of process, commitment of those convicted of offenses, 
the collection and payment of fines, the attendance and service of witnesses and juries, punishment 
for contempt, bail and the taking of bonds shall be governed by the provisions of the Code of 
Criminal Procedure of the State of Texas applicable to municipal courts. 
 
Section 4.06. - City Attorney. 
 
The city council shall appoint a city attorney, who shall be a competent attorney, duly licensed and 
admitted to the practice of law by the State of Texas. The city attorney shall be legal advisor of 
and attorney for all officers of the city and shall represent the city in all litigation and legal 
proceedings. The city attorney shall review every ordinance before it is acted upon by the city 
council. The city council shall have the power to remove a city attorney. 
 
Section 4.07. - Miscellaneous Departments. 



The city council, after hearing recommendations by the city manager, may or may not, by 
ordinance, provide for necessary organizational arrangements to properly carry out the cities public 
safety, public works, recreation, library, finance, and other service and administrative functions. 
 
Section 4.08. - Personnel System. 
 
Department administrators are responsible to appoint, hire, suspend and/or terminate employees 
in their department. Department administrators will conduct annual performance evaluations of 
employees within their department. The city manager shall provide legal and regulatory guidance 
to department administrators. 
 
Section 4.09. -– Employee Appeals Board. 
 
The provisions contained herein are intended to aid the city in the discharge of its obligations to 
ascertain and understand the needs of the city and to be responsive to its citizens. Nothing 
contained within this section shall be construed as creating or conferring any substantive rights in 
or to a complainant. 
 
The city council shall establish an employee appeals board to serve in an advisory capacity to the 
city council in for the purpose of hearing testimony of terminated city workers employees, and for 
hearing charges of corruption, discrimination, abuse of power, or abuse of policies from active city 
workers employees or citizens. The employee appeals board shall have no fewer than five members 
and two alternate members who shall serve as regular members of the board in the absence of a 
regular member. 
 
Each city council member will nominate five different citizens to serve on the appeals board. 
Duplication of names by separate council members shall be permitted. Of the 25-member pool, 
five members and three alternates will be selected from a blind draw to serve for two years. The 
city secretary shall supervise the drawing to ensure that each council member has submitted five 
names. If a citizen's name is drawn a second time it shall be laid aside and another name selected.   
The five selected members will convene to vote on a chairperson. A quorum for all board meetings 
will be three members. Members of the employee appeals board shall elect a chairperson each 
October from their membership and shall meet at the call of the chairperson or at the request of 
the city council. The city manager shall appoint a staff representative to the employee appeals 
board. A majority of the members of the employee appeals board shall constitute a quorum. In the 
event of an appeal initiated by a city employee or a citizen, the board will hear the case and make 
a recommendation to the city council to take no action or to take appropriate action. Final The 
decision and action of the City Council regarding  on the appeal will be left to the city council. the 
recommendation received from the board shall be final. 
 
Section 4.09.01. - Terminated Employee Appeal. 
 
Any terminated city employee, within ten (10) days of termination, may submit an appeal of the 
employee’s termination request to the city secretary not later than ten (10) days after being notified 
of the employee’s termination from employment.,  The city secretary who must immediately 
forward the request to each member of the employee appeals board. Within Not later than ten (10) 
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working days of receipt of the request, the employee appeals board chairperson will shall conduct 
a hearing of the matter after notifying all parties listed on the appeal request form of the date, time, 
and place of the hearing. Attendance by the city manager and department heads is required if 
identified on the appeal request form. 
 
Section 4.09.02. - Other Appeals. 
 
For charges of corruption, discrimination, abuse of power, or abuse of policy from city workers 
employees or citizens against a city employee, upon notification, the city secretary shall forward 
the charges to each member of the employee appeals board. At a time convenient to the members 
not to exceed thirty (30) days, the employee appeals board will convene to discuss each charge, 
and by majority vote, decide to take no action, or forward a recommendation to the city council 
for investigation. 
 
ARTICLE 5. - NOMINATIONS AND ELECTIONS 
 
Section 5.01. - City Elections. 
 
Section 5.01.01. - Election Schedule. 
 
The regular city election will be held annually on the second SaturdayMay uniform election date 
in Mayestablished by the Texas Election Code, as amended. The city council shall be responsible 
for selection of places for holding such elections. 
 
Section 5.01.02. - Special Elections. 
 
The city council may order a special election under conditions specified elsewhere in the Charter, 
or for ordinances, bond issues, Charter amendments, recall or other purposes deemed appropriate 
by the city council. The city council will fix the time and place for such special elections and 
provide all means for holding same. 
 
Section 5.01.03. - Voter Eligibility List. 
A certified list of voter registrants within the city, as prepared by the county, shall be held by the 
city secretary. Any organization, group or person may request a list of qualified voters of the city. 
Permission to copy the current list shall be granted by the city secretary. 
 
Section 5.01.04. - Conduct and Regulations of Elections. 
 
All city elections shall be governed by the Constitution of the State of Texas, general law of the 
state, this Charter and by ordinance of the city in the order named. Municipal elections shall be 
conducted by election officials appointed and approved by the city council. The city council shall 
provide for the compensation of all election officials in city elections and for all other expenses of 
holding such elections. 
 
Section 5.01.05. - Publicizing City Elections. 
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All municipal elections shall be publicized in a manner consistent with the requirement of the 
present and all future amended editions of the Texas Election Code, as amended. 
 
Section 5.02. - Filing for Office and Eligibility To File. 
 
Each candidate for an elective office shall meet the following qualifications: 
 

1) Shall be a qualified voter of the city and be at least twenty-one (21) years of age. 
 
2) Shall have resided, for at least twelve (12) months next proceeding [preceding] the date 
of the election, within the corporate limits of the city, or within territory annexed into the 
city prior to the filing deadline; and 
 
3) Shall not, after notice of any delinquency, be in arrears in the payment of any taxes or 
other liabilities due the city. "In arrears" is defined herein to mean that payment has not 
been received within ninety (90) days from due date and has not been protested under the 
same provisions as provided for in this Charter or other applicable law. 

 
No candidate may file in a single city election for more than one (1) office or place position as 
provided by this Charter. 
 
Section 5.03. - Official Ballots. 
 
Section 5.03.01. - Names on Ballot. 
 
The name of each candidate for office, except those who have withdrawn, died or become 
ineligible, shall be printed on the official ballots without party designation or symbol, and in the 
form designated by the candidate. If two or more candidates have the same surname or surnames 
so similar as to cause confusion, their residence addresses shall be printed with their names on the 
ballot. 
 
Section 5.03.02. - Order of Listing. 
 
The city secretary shall make up the official ballot from the names presented. The order in which 
the names of the candidates for each place shall appear on the ballot shall be determined by lot 
drawing held under the supervision of the city secretary. In order to receive notice of the date, hour 
and place of the drawing, a candidate shall submit a written request accompanied by a self-
addressed stamped envelope to the city secretary. Each candidate or their designated representative 
shall be notified 72 hours in advance of the time and place of the drawing, and shall have the right 
to be present. All official ballots shall be printed at least 30 days prior to the date of any general 
or special election. Absentee voting shall be governed by the general laws of the State of Texas. 
 
Section 5.03.03. - Early Ballots and Absentee Ballots. 
 
Procedure for voting by early or absentee ballot shall be consistent with the Texas Election Code. 
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Section 5.03.04. - Ballots for Ordinances, Bond Issues and Charter Amendments. 
 
Ballots for ordinance, bond issues, and Charter amendments shall be consistent with the Texas 
Election Code. 
 
Section 5.03.05. - Write-in Votes. 
 
Procedure for write-in votes shall be consistent with the Texas Election Code. 
 
Section 5.04. - Watchers and Challengers. 
 
A regularly nominated candidate shall be entitled, upon written application to the election 
authorities, to appoint the number of persons as authorized by the Texas Election Code to represent 
such person as watchers and challengers at each polling place where voters may cast their ballots. 
A person so appointed shall have all the rights and privileges prescribed for watchers and 
challengers by or under the general election laws of the State of Texas. The watchers and 
challengers may exercise their rights throughout the voting and until the ballots have been counted. 
 
Section 5.05. - Canvassing. 
 
The returns of every municipal election shall be delivered forthwith by the election judges to the 
city secretary and the mayor at city hall. The council shall canvass the returns, investigate the 
qualifications of the candidates and declare the official results of the election in the manner and 
within the time provided by law and deliver the votes to the city secretary. Returns of every 
municipal election shall be recorded in the minutes of the council. The candidate for mayor who 
receives the majority of ballot votes, cast by qualified voters at the election, shall be declared 
elected. The candidates for election to the places of councilmember, who receive the majority of 
ballot votes, cast by qualified voters voting at the election, shall be declared elected. The results 
of said election shall be posted in the city hall when they are declared official. 
 
The city council shall be the judge of the election and qualifications of its own members and the 
mayor, but the decisions of the council in any case shall be subject to review by the courts. 
 
Section 5.06. - Election by Majority. 
 
The candidate for elective office who receives a majority vote shall be declared elected. If no 
candidate for any elective position receives a majority vote, a runoff election shall be called. 
 
Section 5.07. - Runoff Election. 
 
In the event no candidate for an elective office receives a majority of the votes cast for that position 
in a regular election or if there is a tie for first place, a runoff election shall be held pursuant to the 
Texas Election Code. 
 
Section 5.08. - Oath of Office. 



All elected and appointed officers of the city shall take and sign the oath of office prescribed for 
state elective and appointive offices, respectively, by the constitution of the State of Texas. 
 
Every officer of the city shall, before entering upon the duties of the office, take and subscribe to 
the following oath or affirmation to be signed, filed and kept in the office of the city secretary: 
 
"I, ________________, do solemnly swear (or affirm) that I will faithfully execute the duties of 
the office of ________________ of the City of Lake Dallas, State of Texas, and will to the best of 
my ability preserve, protect and defend the constitution and laws of the United States and of this 
state so help me God." 
 
Section 5.09. - Exception of Election Code. 
 
In the event there is a conflict between any of the provisions of this article and the Texas Election 
Code or other governing laws for the conduct of an election, then those provisions of the Texas 
Election Code or other applicable law shall prevail. 
 
ARTICLE 6. - LEGISLATION BY THE PEOPLE: INITIATIVE, REFERENDUM AND 
RECALL 
 
Section 6.01. - General Authority. 
 
The qualified voters of the City of Lake Dallas shall, by following the procedures set out in this 
Charter, have the power to propose ordinances to the city council, to require reconsideration by 
the city council of any adopted ordinances, and to revoke the office of any elected city official. 
 
Initiative power may be used to enact a new ordinance or to repeal or amend sections of an existing 
ordinance not in conflict with this Charter, the state constitution or the state laws. 
 
Referendum power shall not extend to the budget or capital program, or to bonds issued pursuant 
to the authority of an election or elections previously held. 
 
Section 6.02. - Petitioners' Committee. 
 
Any group of not less than twenty-five qualified voters who voted in the last municipal election 
may commence proceedings contemplated by this article by filing with the city secretary an 
affidavit stating that they will constitute the petitioners' committee. The petitioner will be 
responsible for preparing, printing and circulating the petition; they will file it in proper form; and 
they will specify the address to which all notices to the committee are to be sent. The affidavit 
shall set out in full the proposed initiative ordinance or cite the ordinance sought to be 
reconsidered, or in the case of recall, provide a statement of the grounds for removal. 
 
In the case of recall, the city secretary shall immediately notify in writing the officer(s) sought to 
be removed, that the affidavit has been filed and shall inform the officer(s) of its statement of 
grounds. 
 



Section 6.03. - Form of Petition. 
 
All papers of a petition shall be uniform in size and style and shall be assembled as one (1) 
instrument for filing. 
 
Form should clearly state the purpose at the top of each page. Petitions should include for each 
signer: 
 

1) Printed name. 
2) Signature. 
3) Address. 
4) Voter registration number or driver's license number. 

 
Petition signers must be registered voters on the day signed and reside within the city limits. 
 
Forms and petition is the responsibility of the public. Upon completion of petition, it is submitted 
to the city secretary, who signs and numbers each page. 
 
Each paper of a petition shall have attached to it when filed, an affidavit executed by the circular 
thereof stating that such person personally circulated [circulator] the paper, the number of 
signatures of the persons whose names they purport to be, and that each signer had an opportunity 
before signing, to read the full text of the ordinance or matter proposed or sought to be 
reconsidered. 
 
Locations for twenty (20) and no more than twenty (20) signatures shall be provided on each blank 
petition. 
 
Section 6.04. – Presentation of Petitions. 
 
A petition to the city council for recall, initiative or referendum containing the signatures of 
qualified voters equal in number to no fewer than twenty-five (25%) percent of the qualified voters 
who voted in the last municipal election, shall be presented to the city secretary no later than thirty 
(30) days following the filing of the affidavit by the petitioners’ committee. 
 
Section 6.05. – Certification of Petitions and Presentation to City Council. 
 
Within ten (10) days after the petition is filed, the city secretary shall complete a certificate as to 
its sufficiency, specifying, if it is insufficient, wherein it is defective and shall immediately upon 
completion of certification, send a copy of the certificate to the petitioner’s committee by 
registered mail. 
 
If a petition is certified insufficient for lack of required number of valid signatures, it may be 
amended once if the petitioners’ committee files a notice of intention to amend it with the city 
secretary within five (5) working days after having received the copy of the certificate. A 
supplementary petition with additional names must be filed within two (2) weeks after receiving 
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the copy of the certificate. Such supplementary petition shall comply with all the requirements of 
this article. 
 
Within five (5) working days after the amended petition is filed, the city secretary shall complete 
a certificate of sufficiency of the petition, as amended, and shall send a copy of such sufficiency 
to the petitioners’ committee by registered mail as in the case of an original petition. If the petition 
is again certified as insufficient final determination as to the sufficiency of a petition shall be 
subject to review in a court of competent jurisdiction. A final determination of insufficiency, even 
if sustained upon court review, shall not prejudice the filing of a new petition for the same purpose. 
 
Section 6.06. – Public Hearing on Recall of Officers. 
 
An elected official whose removal is sought by recall may, within five (5) working days after such 
recall petition has been presented to the city council, request that a public hearing be held to permit 
such person to present facts pertinent to the charges specified in the petition. Should such a request 
be made, the city council shall order that a public hearing be held not less than five (5) days nor 
more than fifteen (15) to twenty (20) days after receiving such request for a public hearing. 
 
Section 6.07. – Action on Initiative and Referendum Petitions. 
 
Upon presentation to it, it shall become the duty of the city council, withinNot later than ten (10) 
days after the receipt thereofof an initiative or referendum petition, the city council shall to pass 
and adopt such ordinance or resolution without alteration as to meaning or effect or call a special 
election to submit the prepared referred ordinance to the voters of the City of Lake Dallas, on the 
next uniform election date greater than thirty (30) days from the request. 
 
Said called election may coincide with a regular city election should such city election fall within 
the specified period. No ordinance substantially the same as an initiated ordinance that has been 
defeated or one substantially the same as a referred ordinance that has been approved at any 
election may be initiated by the voters within two (2) years from the date of such election. Copies 
of the proposed or referred ordinance shall be made available at the polls and shall be published at 
least once in the official newspaper of the City of Lake Dallas not more than fifteen (15) days 
immediately proceeding the date of the election. 
 
Section 6.08. – Calling of Recall Election. 
 
If the officer whose removal is sought does not resign, then the city council shall order an election 
and set the date for holding such recall election. The date selected for the recall election shall be 
the first date permitted by law for holding said election after thirty (30) days after the date the 
petition was presented to the city council, or from the date of the public hearing, if one was held. 
Any election order so issued shall comply fully with the Texas Election Code. 
 
Section 6.09. – Withdrawal of Petition. 
 
Section 6.09.01. - Withdrawal of Initiative and Referendum Petitions. 
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In order to respect the qualified voters already having affixed their signatures to petitions, no 
procedure for withdrawal of petitions is allowed once a petition has been finally determined 
sufficient except where: 
 

1) Prior to being determined sufficient, a petition may be withdrawn by filing with the city 
secretary a request for withdrawal, signed by at least fifty percent (50%) of the members 
of the petitions' committee; and 
 
2) The total number of signatures on the circulated petitions is less than fifty percent (50%) 
of the required number of signatures as provided in this article. 
 

For the purposes of withdrawal procedures only, any approved petition not returned to the city 
secretary will be considered to contain the signature of twenty (20) qualified voters. In no event 
shall the total number of signatures thus determined exceed ninety-nine percent (99%) of the 
number of signatures required for determination of sufficiency. 
 
Section 6.09.02. - Withdrawal of Recall Petitions. 
 
In order to respect qualified voters already having affixed their signatures to petitions for recall no 
withdrawal from recall proceedings shall be allowed except where: 
 

1) Such withdrawal is agreed to by an affidavit by at least fifty percent (50%) of the 
members of the petitioners' committee; and 
 
2) The total number of signatures on the circulated petition is less than fifty percent (50%) 
of the required number of signatures as provided in this article. 

 
For the purpose of consideration of limitations as specified in this article, recall procedures 
successfully withdrawn shall be considered as never having been initiated. 
 
Section 6.10. - Form of Ballots. 
 
Ordinances shall be submitted by ballot title, which shall be prepared in all cases by the city 
attorney. The ballot title may be different from the legal title of any such initiated or referred 
ordinance and it shall be a clear, concise statement without argument or prejudice, descriptive of 
the substance of such ordinance. Immediately below the ballot title shall be printed the following 
two (2) statements, one (1) above the other, in the order: 
 
"FOR ADOPTION OF THE ORDINANCE" 
 
"AGAINST ADOPTION OF THE ORDINANCE" 
 
Immediately to the left of such statement shall appear a square in which the voter may cast a vote 
by making a mark. 
 



Ballots used at recall elections shall, with respect to each person whose removal is sought, submit 
the question: 
 
"SHALL (NAME OF PERSON) BE REMOVED FROM THE OFFICE OF (NAME OF OFFICE) 
BY RECALL?" 
 
Immediately below each such question there shall be printed the two (2) following statements, one 
(1) above the other, in the order: 
 
"FOR THE REMOVAL OF ________________ BY RECALL" 
 
"AGAINST THE REMOVAL OF ________________ BY RECALL" 
 
Immediately to the left of such statement shall appear a square in which the voter may cast a vote 
by making a mark. 
 
In the event voting machines are used at the election, the form of the ballot as above stated may 
be modified to permit use of such voting machines. 
 
Section 6.11. - Results of Election. 
 
If a majority of the qualified electors voting on a proposed initiative ordinance vote in its favor, it 
shall be considered adopted upon certification of the election results and shall be treated in all 
respects in the same manner as ordinances of the same kind adopted by the city council. If 
conflicting ordinances are approved at the same election, the one receiving the greatest number of 
affirmative votes shall prevail. 
 
An ordinance adopted by initiative may be repealed or amended at any time after the expiration of 
two (2) years by a super-majority an affirmative vote of not less than 75% of the city 
councilmembers. 
 
If a majority of the qualified electors voting on a referred ordinance vote against the ordinance, it 
shall be considered repealed upon certification of the election results. If a majority of the qualified 
electors voting on a referred ordinance vote for the ordinance, the ordinance shall be considered 
in effect. 
 
An ordinance repealed by referendum may be reenacted at any time after the expiration of two (2) 
years by a super-majorityan affirmative vote of not less than 75% of the city councilmembers. 
 
If a majority of the votes cast on the question of recall at the recall election shall be against the 
removal of the elected official named on the ballot, such person shall continue in office for the 
remainder of the unexpired term, subject to recall as before within the limitations of this article. If 
a majority of the votes cast on the question of recall at a recall election shall be for the removal of 
the elected official named on the ballot such person shall, regardless of any technical defects in 
the recall petition, be deemed removed from office and the vacancy shall be filled in accordance 
with the provisions of the Charter for the filling of vacancies. 



 
Section 6.12. - Limitations and Restrictions. 
 
No recall petition shall be filed against any elected official of the City of Lake Dallas within ninety 
(90) days after election or appointment, nor within six (6) months after an election for such officer's 
recall. 
 
In no instance shall an elected officer removed from office by recall election succeed in office, nor 
shall such person's name appear on a ballot for elective office of the City of Lake Dallas within a 
period of five (5) years following the date of the election at which such person was removed from 
office. 
 
Unless successfully withdrawn, no petition shall again be filed on a proposed or referred ordinance 
of substantially the same content within a period of two (2) years of the failure of the petition at 
the city election. 
 
Section 6.13. - Failure of City Council To Call Election. 
 
In case all of the requirements of the Charter have been met and the city council shall fail or refuse 
to receive an initiative, referendum or recall petition, or order such initiative, referendum or recall 
election, or discharge other duties imposed upon said city council by the provisions of this Charter 
with reference to initiative, referendum or recall, then any qualified voter in the City of Lake Dallas 
may seek judicial relief in the district court or any court of competent jurisdiction, to have any of 
the provisions of this Charter pertaining to initiative, referendum or recall carried out by the proper 
official. 
 
ARTICLE 7. - MUNICIPAL FINANCE 
 
Section 7.01. - Fiscal Year. 
 
The fiscal year of the city shall begin on the first day of each October and end on the last day of 
September of the succeeding year. All funds collected by the city during any fiscal year, including 
both current and delinquent revenues, shall belong to such fiscal year; and except for funds derived 
to pay interest and create a sinking fund on the bonded indebtedness of the city, may be applied to 
the payment of expenses incurred during such fiscal year, except as provided in the Charter. Any 
revenues uncollected at the end of any fiscal year and any unencumbered funds actually on hand 
shall become resources of the next succeeding fiscal year. 
 
Section 7.02. - Submission of Budget. 
 

1) On or before the fifth day of August of each year, unless the city council has granted an 
extension, the city manager shall file with the city secretary and submit to the city council 
a proposed budget for the ensuing fiscal year and the budget message. The city council 
shall hold the required public hearings on and review the proposed budget and make any 
appropriate changes prior to adopting the final budget. 
 



2) In preparing the budget, each employee, officer, board and department shall assist the 
city manager by furnishing all necessary information. 

 
Section 7.03. - Budget. 
 
Section 7.03.01. - Content. 
 
The budget shall provide a complete financial plan of all city funds and activities and, except as 
required by law or this Charter, shall be in such form as the city manager deems desirable or the 
city council may require. A budget message explaining the budget both in fiscal year and in terms 
of the work programs shall be submitted with the budget. It shall outline the proposed financial 
policies of the city for the ensuing fiscal year; describe the important features of the budget; and 
indicate any major changes from the current year in financial policies, the city's debt position and 
include such other material as the city manager deems desirable. The budget shall begin with a 
clear, general summary of its contents; and shall show in detail all estimated income, indicating 
the proposed property tax levy, and all proposed expenditures, including debt service, for the 
ensuing fiscal year. The proposed budget expenditures shall not exceed the total of estimated 
income and unencumbered funds from previous years. The budget message shall be so arranged 
as to show comparative figures for actual and estimated income and expenditures of the current 
fiscal year and actual income and expenditures of the preceding fiscal year, compared to the 
estimate for the budgeted year. The budget shall include in separate sections: 
 

1) A clear, general summary of contents; 
 
2) A consolidated statement of receipts and expenditures of all funds listed and itemized 
individually; 
 
3) An analysis and itemization of all estimated income of the city from surplus, 
miscellaneous income and taxes; 
 
4) An estimate of all revenue from taxes, including the present tax structure rates and 
property evaluation for the three previous years and ensuing year; 
 
5) A projected list of capital projects which should be undertaken within the five (5) next 
succeeding years including but not limited to the amounts to be appropriated from the 
budget, the amounts to be raised by the issuance of bonds, and the amount required for the 
operation and maintenance of the new projects; 
 
6) The amount required for interest on the city's debts, for sinking funds and for maturing 
serial bonds; 
 
7) The total amount of the city's outstanding debts, with a schedule of maturity on bond 
issues in an attachment; 
 



8) An itemized list of proposed expenses by office, department, or agency, project for the 
budget year, as compared to actual expenses of the last ended fiscal year, and year-end 
estimate; 
 
9) Anticipated net surplus or deficit for the ensuing fiscal year of each utility owned or 
operated by the city and the proposed method of its disposition, and subsidiary budgets for 
each such utility giving detailed income and expenditure information attached as 
appendices to the budget; 
 
10) End of year funds available shall not be less than ten percent (10%), as a minimum, of 
the proposed expenditures for the major operating funds; 
 
11) All funds, without exception, are to be included in the budget document; and 
 
12) Such other information as is required by [the] city council or deemed desirable by the 
city manager. 

 
Section 7.03.02. - City Council Action. 
 
Section 7.03.02.01. Public Notice and Hearing. 
 
 The city council shall hold a public hearing on the budget, as submitted. All interested persons 
shall be given the opportunity to be heard, either for or against, any item of the proposed budget. 
 
Section 7.03.02.02. Adoption of the Budget.  
 
At a regular or special meeting the city council may adopt the budget with or without amendment. 
In amending the budget, it may add or increase any programs or amounts and may delete or 
decrease any programs or amounts, except expenditures required by law or for debt service or for 
estimated cash deficit, provided that no amendment to the budget shall increase the authorized 
expenditures to an amount greater than the total of estimated income plus funds available from 
prior years. 
 
Section 7.03.02.03. Deadline for Adoption.  
 
The city council shall adopt the budget by September 30th. Adoption of the budget shall constitute 
appropriations of the amounts specified therein as expenditures from the funds indicated. 
 
Section 7.03.02.04. Failure To Adopt.  
 
If the city council fails to adopt the budget by October 1st, the amounts appropriated for operation 
during the current fiscal year shall be deemed adopted for the ensuing fiscal year on a month-to-
month basis, with all items in it prorated accordingly, until such time as the city council adopts a 
budget for the ensuing fiscal year. 
 
Section 7.03.02.05. Defect Shall Not Invalidate the Tax Levy.  



 
Errors or defects in the form or preparation of the budget or the failure to perform any procedural 
requirements shall not nullify the tax levy or the tax rate. 
 
Section 7.03.02.06. Lapse of Appropriations.  
 
Every appropriation, except an appropriation for a capital expenditure, shall lapse at the close of 
the fiscal year to the extent that it has not been expended or encumbered. An appropriation for a 
capital expenditure shall continue in force until the purpose for which it was made has been 
accomplished or abandoned; the purpose of any such appropriation shall be deemed abandoned if 
three (3) years pass without any disbursement from or encumbrance of the appropriation. Any 
funds not expended, disbursed or encumbered shall be deemed excess funds. 
 
Section 7.04. - Amendments After Adoption. 
 
Section 7.04.01. - Amending the Budget. 
 
Under conditions which may arise and which could not reasonably have been foreseen in the 
normal process of planning the budget, the council may, by a majority vote of the full membership, 
amend or change the budget to provide for any additional expense in which the general welfare of 
the citizenry is involved. These amendments shall be by ordinance, and shall become an 
attachment to the original budget. 
 
Section 7.04.02. - Emergency Appropriations. 
 
At any time in any fiscal year the city council may, pursuant to this section, make emergency 
appropriations to meet a pressing need for other than regular or recurring requirements, affecting 
life, health, property or the public peace so long as the city manager confirms that the current 
general fund has money available for this or the city council may, by budget amendment, transfer 
part or all of any unencumbered appropriation balance from any department, office or agency to 
use for emergency purposes. 
 
Section 7.04.03. - Supplemental Appropriations. 
 
If, during the fiscal year, the city manager certifies that there are revenues available for 
appropriation in excess of those estimated in the budget, the city council may make supplemental 
appropriations to fund other appropriations as desired. 
 
Section 7.04.04. - Reduction of Appropriations. 
 
If, at any time during the fiscal year, it appears probable to the city manager that the revenues 
available will be insufficient to meet the amount appropriated, the city manager shall report to the 
city council the estimated amount of deficit, any remedial action taken and recommendations as to 
any other steps to be taken. The city council shall then take such further action that it deems 
necessary to prevent or minimize any deficit. 
 



Section 7.05. - Capital Program. 
 
The city manager shall submit a five-year capital program as an attachment to the annual budget. 
The program, as submitted, shall include: 
 

1) A clear, general summary of its contents; 
 
2) A list of all capital improvements which are proposed for the five (5) fiscal years 
succeeding the budget year, with appropriate supporting information as to the necessity for 
such improvements; 
 
3) Cost estimates, method of financing and recommended time schedules for each such 
improvement; and 
 
4) The estimated annual cost of operating and maintaining the facilities to be constructed 
or acquired. 

 
The above information may be revised and extended each year with regard to capital improvements 
still pending or in the process of construction or acquisition. 
 
Section 7.06. - Public Records. 
 
Copies of the budget and the capital program, as adopted and amended shall be made available to 
the public at the Lake Dallas City Hall and the Lake Cities Public Library for on-site inspection 
and use. 
 
Section 7.07. - Borrowing. 
 
Section 7.07.01. - Right To Borrow. 
 
The city shall have the right and power, except as prohibited by law or this Charter, to borrow 
money by whatever method it may deem to be in the public interest. 
 
Section 7.07.02. - General Obligation Bonds. 
 
The city shall have the power to borrow money on the credit of the city and to issue general 
obligation bonds for permanent public improvements or for any other public purpose not 
prohibited by law and the Charter and to issue refunding bonds to refund outstanding bonds 
previously issued. All such bonds or certificates of obligation shall be issued in conformity with 
the laws of the State of Texas and shall be used only for purposes for which they were issued. Any 
bond, excluding refunding bonds, to be issued under the provisions of this section shall not be 
issued without an election. In all cases when the city council shall order an election for the issuance 
of bonds of the city, it shall, at the same time, state whether or not a tax rate increase is anticipated 
for the purpose of paying the principal and interest on the bonds and to create a sinking fund for 
their redemption. 
 



Section 7.07.03. - Revenue Bonds. 
 
The city shall have the power to borrow money for the purpose of constructing, purchasing, 
improving, extending or repairing public utilities, recreational facilities or any other self-
liquidating municipal function not prohibited by the constitution and the laws of the State of Texas, 
and to issue revenue bonds to evidence the obligation created thereby. Such shall be a charge upon 
and payable from the properties, or interest therein pledged, or the income therefrom, or both. The 
holders of the revenue bonds shall never have the right to demand payment thereof out of moneys 
raised or to be raised by taxation. All such bonds shall be issued in conformity with the laws of the 
State of Texas and shall be used only for the purpose for which they were issued. 
 
Section 7.08. - Purchasing. 
 
Except where competitive procurement is prohibited or exempted by state law, Bbefore any 
purchase or contracts are made by the City of Lake Dallas, ample opportunity for competitive 
bidding procurement shall be provided for purchases in excess of the amount that is specified by 
the State of Texas. Qualifications, specification, price and quality of materials being equal, citizens 
and business firms of Lake Dallas shall be given preference in the awarding of all contracts over 
which the city has jurisdiction, direct or indirect. The city council shall have the right to reject any 
and all bids. 
 
The city manager shall have general authority to contract for expenditures up to one thousand 
($1,000.00) dollars without approval of the city council. All contracts for purchases shall be subject 
to the purchasing and contracting requirements as allowed by state law. City council regulations 
provided by ordinance shall not conflict with any applicable provisions of the Charter or state law 
governing municipal purchasing or contracting. 
 
The city council may, by ordinance, confer upon [the] city manager general authority for all 
budgeted items not exceeding limits set by the city council. All contracts for expenditures 
involving more than the set limit must be expressly approved in advance by the council. 
Emergency contracts as authorized by law and this Charter, may be negotiated by the city council, 
or city emergency shall be declared by the city manager and approved by the city council or may 
be declared by the city council. 
 
Section 7.09. - Administration of Budget. 
 
No payment shall be made or obligations incurred against any allotment or appropriation except 
in accordance with appropriations duly made in the budget unless the city manager or designee 
first certifies that there is a sufficient unencumbered balance in such allotment or appropriations, 
and that sufficient funds therefrom are, or will be available to cover the claim or meet the obligation 
when it becomes due and payable. Any authorization of payment or incurring of obligation in 
violation of the provisions of this Charter will be void and any payment so made, illegal. Such 
action shall be the cause for removal of any officer who knowingly authorized or made such 
payment or incurred such obligations and such person shall also be liable to the city for any amount 
so paid. However, this prohibition shall not be construed to prevent the making or authorizing of 
payments or making of contracts for capital improvements to be financed wholly or partly by the 
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issuance of bonds, time warrants, certificates of indebtedness or certificates of obligation, or to 
prevent the making of any contract or lease providing for payments beyond the end of the fiscal 
year, provided that such action is made or approved by the ordinance. 
 
Section 7.10. - Depository. 
 
All moneys received by any person, department or agency of the city for, or in connection with, 
the affairs of the city shall be deposited promptly in the city depository or depositories, which shall 
be designated by the city council in accordance with such regulations and subject to such 
requirements as to security for deposits and interest thereon as may be established by ordinance 
and law. Procedures for the withdrawal of money or the disbursement of funds from the city 
depositories shall be prescribed by ordinance. 
 
Section 7.11. - Financial Report. 
 
The city manager shall submit to the council at its first formal meeting each month a report of the 
financial condition of the city by budget item, budget monthly expense to accruals for the 
preceding month and for the fiscal year-to-date. The financial records of the city will be maintained 
on a cash basis to support this type of financial management. The city manager shall make 
available to the city council a monthly cash disbursement's journal of the city of all funds and 
accounts. 
 
Section 7.12. - Independent Audit. 
 
At the close of each fiscal year, and at such other times as it may be deemed necessary, the council 
shall direct that an independent audit be made of all accounts of the city by a certified public 
accountant. The certified public accountant shall have no personal interest, directly or indirectly, 
in the financial affairs of the city or any of its officers and shall report directly to the city council. 
 
Upon completion of the audit, a summary of the results thereof shall be published immediately in 
the official newspaper of the City of Lake Dallas and copies of the audit placed on file in the city 
secretary's office for public record. A copy of the comprehensive financial annual report shall be 
available at city hall. 
 
ARTICLE 8. - BOARDS, COMMISSIONS AND COMMITTEES 
 
Section 8.01. - Authority. 
 
The city council shall create, establish or appoint, as may be required by the laws of the State of 
Texas or this Charter, such boards, commissions and committees as it deems necessary to carry 
out the functions and obligations of the city. The city council shall, by ordinance, prescribe the 
purpose, composition, functions, duties, accountability and tenure of each board, commission and 
committee, where such are not prescribed by law or this Charter. 
 



Individuals may be appointed to serve on more than one (1) board, commission or committee. The 
city council may, by ordinance, consolidate the functions of the various boards, commissions or 
committees enumerated in this article. 
 
The city council may establish and appoint certain ad hoc committees by resolution. Ad hoc 
committees shall be for a specific purpose and shall not have a term of existence of more than two 
years.  Notwithstanding Section 8.02 of this Charter, the majority, but not all, members of ad hoc 
committees shall be qualified voters of the City of Lake Dallas. 
 
Section 8.02. - Qualifications. 
 
Members of all boards, commissions and committees must be qualified voters and be residents of 
the City of Lake Dallas for at least six (6) months preceding the date of appointment, be 
knowledgeable in the affairs of the city and in the functions and activities provided for in this 
article. 
 
Section 8.03. - Boards, Commissions and Committees Enumerated. 
 
Section 8.03.01. - Planning and Zoning Commission. 
 
The city council shall appoint a planning and zoning commission in the manner provided by state 
law and this Charter; whose primary duty shall be to recommend to and advise the city council in 
carrying out its various duties and functions regarding planning and the environmental quality in 
accordance with state law, this Charter and city ordinances. 
 
Section 8.03.01.01. Organization and Qualifications. The planning and zoning commission shall 
consist of no fewer than five regular members, one nonvoting representative of the city council, 
and two alternates appointed by the city council. Members of the commission shall be appointed 
for two-year terms with two (2) some members' terms expiring in even-numbered years and three 
(3)  some members' terms expiring in odd-numbered years. The commission shall elect a 
chairperson from among its membership each year at the first regular meeting following the annual 
appointment of new members. The commission shall meet not less than once each month. The city 
council shall appoint as members to the planning and zoning commission citizens who are 
knowledgeable in the functions and activities provided for in this article. The planning and zoning 
commission shall adopt written procedural rules and regulations consistent with state laws and city 
ordinances. 
 
Three (3) of five (5) A majority of the members of the planning and zoning commission shall 
constitute a quorum. The commission shall not act on any matter unless a quorum is present. New 
ordinances, or changes to existing ordinances, which are passed by a majority of the planning and 
zoning commission members present shall be forwarded to the city council for a vote. 
 
Section 8.03.01.02. Duties and Powers. The planning and zoning commission shall: 
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1) Make and recommend to the city council a comprehensive master plan to be used as a 
guide for the orderly development of the city, which will include an annual report to the 
city council. 
 
2) Review and recommend to the city council appropriate amendments to the 
comprehensive master plan at least every three (3) years. The master plan will be structured 
to include planning in increments of five (5), ten (10) and twenty (20) years. 
 
3) Receive, review and take appropriate action on all platting and subdivision proposals. 
 
4) Recommend to the city council proposed ordinances and amendments to existing 
ordinances regarding planning, zoning and environmental quality. 

 
Prior to the final passage or amendment of an ordinance proposed by the city council, the planning 
and zoning commission, when requested, shall review such ordinances and amendments proposed 
by the city council, and, by majority vote, make a recommendation back to the city council. 
 
Section 8.03.02. - Parks and Recreation Board. 
 
The city council shall appoint establish a parks and recreation board of seven (7) members and two 
(2) alternate members to work in an advisory capacity to the city council in the planning and 
development of parks and recreation facilities and regulations governing their use. Members of the 
board shall be appointed for two-year terms with three (3) somethe terms of the majority of the 
members' terms  expiring in even-numbered years and two (2) somethe terms of the remaining 
members' terms expiring in odd-numbered years. Members of the parks and recreation board shall 
elect a chairperson each October from their membership and shall meet at the call of the 
chairperson or at the request of the city council. The city manager shall appoint a staff 
representative to the board. 
 
Section 8.03.03. - Board of Adjustment. 
 
The city council shall appoint a board of adjustment consisting of five (5) members and four two 
(42) alternate members who shall serve in accordance with state law. Members of the board shall 
be appointed for two-year terms with three (3) members' terms expiring in odd-numbered years 
and two (2) members' terms expiring in even-numbered years. Members of the board shall elect a 
chairperson each October from their membership and shall meet at the call of the chairperson 
within thirty (30) days of receipt of written notice from anyone aggrieved as a result of the refusal 
of a building permit or administrative decision by the city building official. 
 
The board of adjustment shall not order a grandfathered nonconforming use to be discontinued, 
which was created as a result of a zoning change. 
 
Section 8.03.04. - Other Boards, Commissions and Committees. 
 
The city council shall have the power and is hereby authorized to create, abolish, establish and 
appoint such other boards, commissions and committees as it deems necessary to carry out the 
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functions and obligations of the city. The city council shall, by ordinance, prescribe the purpose, 
composition, functions, duties, accountability and tenure of each such board, commission and 
committee. The city council may appoint certain ad hoc committees by resolution. 
 
Section 8.03.05. - Appointment of Boards, Commissions and Committees. 
 
The city council shall make appointments to all boards and commissions required by this Charter 
and to those established by the city council that are not required by the Charter. Members of such 
boards and commissions shall serve staggered two-year terms commencing the first of October. 
Each year the city council shall make its appointments to all boards and commissions during the 
month of September or as soon thereafter as possible. In the event a vacancy is created on any 
board or commission required by this Charter, the city council may fill such vacancy within 30 
days of such vacancy. Said appointee shall serve the remainder of the term of the office vacated. 
 
Section 8.04. - General. 
 
Section 8.04.01. - Open Meetings. 
 
All meetings of any board, commission or committee created, established or appointed by this 
Charter or the city council shall be open to the public, unless otherwise permitted by law and shall 
be subject to both current and future laws of the State of Texas concerning public meetings. 
 
Section 8.04.02. - Compensation. 
 
Subject to the provisions of any law of the State of Texas or this Charter to the contrary, all 
members of any board, commission, committee or other body will serve without compensation but 
may be reimbursed for any necessary expenses as a result of their work. 
 
Section 8.04.03. - Minutes. 
 
All boards, commissions or committees of the city shall keep and maintain minutes of any 
proceedings held and shall submit a written report of such proceedings to the city council at least 
once each month. 
 
Section 8.04.04. - Exclusion of City Officers and Employees. 
 
Except where otherwise required by law, Nno officer of the city nor any person who holds a 
compensated position with the city shall be appointed to any board, commission or committee 
created or established by this Charter other than in an advisory capacity. 
 
Section 8.04.05. - Rules and Regulations. 
 
All boards, commissions and committees established or created by this Charter shall set out their 
own rules and regulations, which will include a rule governing attendance, as approved by [the] 
city council for operation thereof unless specifically prescribed by the laws of the State of Texas, 
this Charter or ordinance. 
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ARTICLE 9. - PUBLIC UTILITIES, FRANCHISES AND LICENSES 
 
Section 9.01. - Powers of the City. 
 
The city has the power to buy, sell, construct, lease, maintain, operate and regulate public services 
and utilities and to manufacture, distribute and sell the output of such services and utility 
operations. The city shall have such regulatory and other powers as may now or hereafter be 
granted under the laws of the State of Texas and not in conflict with this Charter. 
 
Section 9.02. - Power To Grant Franchise. 
 
The city council has the power to grant, renew and extend all franchises of a public service 
operating within the city and, with the consent of the franchisee, to amend the same. No franchise 
shall be granted for a term of more than thirty (30) years from the date of the grant, renewal or 
extension. 
 
Section 9.03. - Ordinance Granting Franchise. 
 
Any ordinance granting, renewing, extending or amending a public service franchise shall not take 
effect until thirty (30) days after adoption of the ordinance granting the franchise. A summary of 
the ordinance shall be published one time in the official newspaper of the city at least 15 days prior 
to adoption of the ordinance. 
 
Section 9.04. - Transfer of Franchise. 
 
No public service franchise is transferable, except with the approval of the city council; however, 
the franchise may pledge franchise assets as security for a valid debt or mortgage. 
 
Section 9.05. - Franchise Value Not To Be Allowed. 
 
Franchises granted by the city are of no value in fixing rates and charges for public utility services 
within the city and in determining just compensation to be paid to the city for public utility property 
that the city may acquire by condemnation or otherwise. 
 
Section 9.06. - Rights of Regulation. 
 
In granting, amending, renewing and extending public service and utility franchises, the city has 
the following rights: 
 

1) To repeal the franchise by ordinance, only after due notice and hearing, for failure to 
begin construction or operation within the time prescribed or for failure to comply with 
terms of the franchise; 
 
2) To require expansion and extension of facilities and service and to require maintenance 
of existing facilities to provide adequate service at the highest level of efficiency; 



 
3) To require reasonable standards of service and quality of product and dispute unjust rate 
discrimination; 
 
4) To impose reasonable regulations and restrictions to ensure the safety and welfare of the 
public; 
 
5) To require each utility to keep accounts in accordance with the accounting system 
prescribed by the appropriate state or regulatory agency; 
 
6) To examine and audit accounts and records, and to require annual reports on local 
operations of public service companies and to require annual reports on operations of a 
utility in the form prescribed by the appropriate state or other regulatory agency; 
 
7) To require that procedural rules and regulations dealing with public utilities conform to 
the requirements of the appropriate state or other regulatory agency; 
 
8) To require [the] franchisee to restore, at franchisee's expense, all public or private 
property to a condition as good or better than before disturbed by franchisee for 
construction, repair or removal; 
 
9) To require every franchisee to furnish within a reasonable time to the city, at the 
franchisee's expense, a general map outlining current location, character, size, length and 
terminal of all facilities, in, over, and under the city property and provide additional 
information on request; 
 
10) To require such compensation and rental from [the] franchisee and public service 
utilities as may be permitted by the laws of the State of Texas; and 
 
11) To require all extensions of services within the city limits to become part of the 
aggregate property of the service and operate subject to all obligations and reserved rights 
contained in this Charter. This extension is considered part of the original grant and 
terminate at the same time and under the same conditions as the original grants. 

 
Section 9.07. - City-Owned Public Services. 
 
The city council shall have the following rights: 
 

1) To set rates of any city-owned public services; and 
 
2) To require any city-owned public services to keep accounts to show complete financial 
operations. Accounts must show actual cost of each service to the city, including costs of 
extensions and improvements and source of funds extended for these purposes. Costs of 
and revenues of services furnished to other cities or government agencies must be included. 

 
Section 9.08. - Regulation of Rates. 



The city council shall to the extent allowable by law have the following rights: 
 

1) Have the power, by ordinance, to fix and regulate the rates and charges of all public 
utilities and public service companies and fix the fares of all public transportation of every 
kind operating within the corporate limits of Lake Dallas. 
 
2) Upon receiving a request from a public service company or utility company requesting 
a change in rates, call a public hearing for consideration of change. 

 
Any public utility regulated by the Public Utility Regulatory Act shall be governed by such act in 
regard to any request for revision of rates. Public service companies not regulated by said action 
shall show the necessity for any revision of rates by evidence required by the city council. 
 
Section 9.09. - Inalienability of Control of Public Property. 
 
The right of control and use of the public streets, highways, sidewalks, alleys, parks, public squares 
and public places of the city is hereby declared to be inalienable by the city, except by ordinances, 
not in conflict with the provisions of the Charter. No act or omission by the council or any officer 
or agent of the city shall be construed to grant, renew, extend or amend, expressly or by estoppel 
or implication any rights, franchise or easement affecting said public streets, highways, sidewalks, 
alleys, parks, public squares, public places and other real property, except as provided in this 
Charter. 
 
Section 9.10. - Existing Franchises. 
 
All franchises previously granted are recognized as contracts between the city and the franchisee, 
and the contractual rights as contained in such franchises shall not be impaired by the provisions 
of the Charter. 
 
ARTICLE 10. - GENERAL AND TRANSITIONAL PROVISIONS 
 
Section 10.01. - Publicity. 
 
All records of the city shall be open to inspection except for those that are closed to the public by 
law. The records shall be open for inspection and duplication in the city offices during normal 
office hours. The city council may set reasonable rates and fees for copying. 
 
Section 10.02. - Official Newspaper. 
The city council shall designate an official newspaper or newspapers of general circulation as 
defined by the laws of the State of Texas. All ordinances, captions of ordinances, notices and other 
matters required to be published by this Charter, by city ordinances or by the constitution and laws 
of the State of Texas, shall be published in the official newspaper. 
 
Section 10.03. - Nepotism. 
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No person related, within the second degree by affinity or within the third degree by consanguinity 
to the mayor, city councilmember or the city manager shall be employed or appointed to any office, 
position or clerkship to the city. This prohibition shall not apply, however, to any person who shall 
have been employed by the city at least one (1) year prior to and at the time of the election or 
appointment of the officer related in the prohibited degree. 
 
If the officer or a person related to the officer within the second degree of affinity or consanguinity 
has a substantial interest in the [a] business entity that would be peculiarly affected by an official 
action of the city council, the officer, if a member of the city council, shall file an affidavit with 
the city secretary stating the nature and extent of the interest and abstain from further participation 
in the matter. The terms used in this section shall be as defined in V.T.C.A., Local Government 
Code ch. 171. 
 
Section 10.04. - Personal Financial Interest. 
 
No employee or appointed member of a board, commission or committee shall participate in a vote 
or decision on a matter involving a business entity in which such person has a substantial interest 
if it is reasonably foreseeable that an action in the matter would confer an economic benefit on the 
business entity. Any willful violation of this section shall constitute malfeasance in office, and any 
employee or appointed member of a board, commission or committee found guilty thereof shall 
be subject to removal from the position. Any violation of this section shall render the contract 
voidable at the discretion of the city council. 
 
Section 10.05. - Conflict of Interest. 
 
A professional consultant of the city shall not accept other employment or engage in outside 
activities incompatible with the proper discharge of the duties and responsibilities with the city, or 
which might impair independent judgment in the performance of the duty to the city. 
 
Section 10.06. - Assignment, Execution and Garnishment. 
 
The property, real and personal, belonging to the city shall not be liable to be sold or appropriated 
under any writ of execution or cost bill. The funds belonging to the city, in the hands of any person, 
firm or corporation, shall not be liable to garnishment, attachment or sequestration nor shall the 
city be liable to garnishment on account of any debt it may owe or funds or property it may have 
on hand or owing to any person. Neither the city nor any of its officers nor agents shall be required 
to answer any such writ of garnishment on any account whatever. The city shall not be obligated 
to recognize any assignment of wages or funds by its employees, agents or contractors, unless 
otherwise mandated by law. 
 
Section 10.07. - Security and Bond. 
 
It is not necessary in any action, suit or proceeding in which the city is a party for any bond, 
undertaking or security to be demanded or executed by or on behalf of said city in any of the state 
courts. All such actions shall be conducted in the same manner as if such bond, undertaking or 
security had been given as required by law. 



 
Section 10.08. - Damage Suits. 
 
Before the City of Lake Dallas shall be liable for any personal injury or death or claims for damages 
or injury to real or personal property alleged to have been caused by the negligent act or omission 
of any officer, agent or employee of the city, the person who has been injured, the person who may 
have a cause of action under the law by reason of such death or injury, the person whose property 
has been injured or damaged, or someone on their behalf, shall file a claim in writing with the city 
secretary within six (6) months after said injury, death or damage has occurred, stating specifically 
when, where and how the injury, death or damage occurred, the full extent thereof, the amount of 
damages claimed or asserted, and the basis for liability on the part of the city. The person giving 
notice under this section shall give the address of every place that he or she has resided during the 
last six (6) months prior to the injury, death or damage and shall subscribe his or her name thereto. 
Neither the mayor, city councilmember, city manager, city secretary, city attorney or any other 
officer or employee of the city shall have authority to waive any of the provisions of this section. 
 
Section 10.09. - Services of Process. 
 
All legal process against the city shall be served upon the mayor or city secretary. 
 
Section 10.10. - Pleading Ordinances. 
 
It shall be sufficient in all judicial proceedings to plead any ordinance of the city by caption without 
embodying the entire ordinance in the pleading, and all printed ordinances or codes of ordinances 
shall be admitted in evidence in any suit, and shall have the same force and effect as the original 
ordinance. Certified copies of ordinances may also be used in evidence. 
 
Section 10.11. - Judicial Notice. 
 
This Charter shall be deemed a public act, may be read in evidence without pleading or proof, and 
judicial notice shall be taken thereof in all courts and places. 
 
Section 10.12. - Construction of Charter. 
 
This Charter shall not be construed as a mere grant of enumerated powers, but shall be construed 
as a general grant of power and not as a limitation of power on the government of the City of Lake 
Dallas in the same manner as the Constitution of Texas is construed as a limitation on the powers 
of the legislature. Except where expressly prohibited by this Charter, each and every power under 
article XI, section 5 of the Constitution of Texas, which it would be competent for the people of 
the City of Lake Dallas to expressly grant to the city shall be construed to be granted to the city by 
this Charter. 
 
Section 10.12.01. - Effective Date of Charter. 
 



This Charter, if adopted, shall become effective from and after the votes cast at the election at 
which it is submitted to the voters, shall have been counted and result of said election declared, 
and an ordinance shall have been entered upon the records of the city council declaring it adopted. 
 
Section 10.12.02. - Amendment of the Charter. 
 
This Charter may be amended in accordance with the laws of the State of Texas. 
 
Section 10.12.03. - Severability. 
 
If any section or part of this Charter is held invalid by a court of competent jurisdiction, such 
holding shall not invalidate or impair the validity, force or effect of any other section or part of a 
section of this Charter. 
 
Section 10.12.04. - Effect on Existing Laws. 
 
All ordinances, portions thereof, resolutions, contracts, bonds, obligations, rules and regulations 
now in force under the city government of Lake Dallas, either in or not in conflict with the 
provisions of this Charter, shall remain in force under this Charter until altered, amended or 
repealed by the city council after the Charter takes effect. All ordinances, resolutions, contracts, 
bonds, obligations, rules and regulations in conflict with this Charter shall be rendered null and 
void if not amended, altered or repealed within six (6) months after the Charter has been adopted. 
 
Section 10.12.05. - Charter renumbering. 
 
The City Council shall have the power, by ordinance, to renumber articles, sections, subsections, 
and subparagraphs of this Charter or any amendment thereto, as it shall deem appropriate. 
 
Section 10.13. - Person Indebted to the City Shall Not Hold Office or Employment. 
 
No person shall be qualified to hold a municipal office or serve the city in any other capacity for 
which compensation is paid who is, or may become while in service, in arrears in the payment of 
taxes or other debits due the city, provided he or she has received actual notice of the same and, 
after reasonable notice, has intentionally refused to pay the tax or debt due the city. The provision 
shall not apply to any tax or debt: 
 

1) During the time the validity of such tax or debt is involved in litigation; or 
 
2) If the litigation ultimately results in the matter being held invalid by a final judgment of 
a court of competent jurisdiction. 
 

Definitions and Terms 
 
City Administration. The city administration shall consist of the city council, city secretary, the 
city manager and city employees of the City of Lake Dallas. 
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City. The use of the word "city" in this Charter shall mean the City of Lake Dallas, TX. 
 
Department Administrators. The term "department administrators" refers to the heads or persons 
in a supervisory position of each city department defined by the city council. 
 
Simple Majority. A simple majority vote consists of three (3) city councilmembers voting in 
concurrence. 
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