
 

 

 
City of Lake Dallas 

City Council 

Regular Meeting 

City Hall 

212 Main Street, Lake Dallas, TX 75065 

Thursday, April 23, 2020 at 7:00 p.m. 

Agenda 

 

Pursuant to Governor Greg Abbott’s temporary suspension of various provisions of the Texas Open 

Meetings Act, and in an effort to protect the health and safety of the public, members of the public 

will not be admitted to the meeting room to attend the meeting.  Members of the public who desire 

to listen to proceedings of the meeting may dial the following toll-free number and, when prompted, 

enter the following Meeting ID #, beginning at 6:45 p.m. to join the meeting: 

 

  Toll Free Number: 877-853-5257  

  Meeting ID#:  921-6735-8933 

 

Any person wishing to provide comments during Item 4 – Citizen Agenda & Public Comment, or on 

any matter to be considered on this agenda, should email such comments to the City Secretary at 

cdelcambre@lakedallas.com by 3:00 p.m. on Thursday, April 23, 2020.  

 

Section I – Presentations 

1. Call to Order & Determination of Quorum 

2. Invocation & Pledges of Allegiance 

3. Announcements & Special Recognitions 

A. City Manager’s Report 

The City Manager’s Report may provide information on status of current city projects and other 

projects affecting the City, meetings and actions of the city’s boards and commissions, upcoming 

local community events, including, but not limited to, departmental operations and capital 

improvement project status. No action will be taken with respect to this report.  
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4.  Citizen Agenda & Public Comment 

An opportunity for citizens to address the Mayor and City Council on matters which are not 

scheduled for consideration by the City Council. In order to address the Council, please send you 

comments to the City Secretary before 3:00 p.m. on the date of this meeting.  Comments sent by 

e-mail will be read aloud so that they are included in the recorded record of the meeting. In keeping 

with the Council’s procedures for limiting speaking time to five (5) minutes per speaker, any 

written comments provided for this item should be kept short enough so that they can be read aloud 

in five (5) minutes or less. 

Section II – Consent Agenda 

All items listed below are considered to be routine by the City Council and will be enacted with 

one motion.  There will be no separate discussion of the items unless a Councilmember so requests, 

in which event the item will be removed from the consent agenda and considered in its normal 

sequence. 

5. Consider and Act on the Consent Agenda 

A. Receive Monthly Budget & Financial Report March 2020. 

B. Approval of Minutes of the March 12, 2020 and March 26, 2020 meetings.  

Section III – Planning & Development: None 

 

Section IV- General Items 

 

6. Consider and Act on a Resolution authorizing the purchase of two cat kennels and related 

equipment from Snyder Mfg. Co. of Centennial, Colorado. 

 

7. Consider and Act on an Ordinance amending in its entirety Article II “Emergency 

Management” of Chapter 30 “Civil Emergencies” of the Lake Dallas Municipal Code.  

 

8. Consider and Act on an Ordinance amending Chapter 22 “Building and Building 

Regulations” Article III “Fences” of the Lake Dallas Municipal Code by amending 

Section 22-242 “Permits” to add subsection (f) to provide for a waiver of fence permit 

fee under certain conditions; amending the City’s Master Fee Schedule relating to permit 

fees for fences. 

 

Section V – Elected Official Requested Items 

9. Mayor & Council Member Announcements 

The City Council may hear or make reports of community interest provided no action is taken or 

discussed. Community interest items may include information regarding upcoming schedules of 

events, honorary recognitions, and announcements involving imminent public health and safety 



 

 

threats to the city. Any deliberation shall be limited a proposal to place the subject on an agenda 

for a subsequent meeting. 

Section VI – Executive Session As authorized by Section 551.071 of the Texas Government 

Code, this meeting may be convened into closed executive session for the purpose of seeking 

confidential legal advice from the City Attorney on any agenda item listed above or herein. 

Section VII – Return to Open Session 

 

10. Discuss and take appropriate action, if any, resulting from the discussions conducted in 

Closed Session. 

 

Section VIII – Adjournment 

I certify that the above notice of this meeting posted on the bulletin board at City Hall of the City 

of Lake Dallas, Texas on April 17, 2020 at 5:00 p.m.  

 

 

__________________________ 

Codi Delcambre, TRMC 

City Secretary  

 
As authorized by Section 551.071 of the Texas Government Code, this meeting may be convened into closed executive 

session for the purpose of seeking confidential legal advice from the City Attorney on any agenda item listed above 

or herein. 

If you plan to attend this public meeting telephonically and you have a disability that requires special arrangements at 

this meeting, please contact City Secretary’s Office at (940) 497-2226 ext. 102 or fax (940) 497-4485 at least two (2) 

working days prior to the meeting so that appropriate arrangements can be made. 
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State of Texas 
County of Denton 
City of Lake Dallas 
 
The Lake Dallas City Council met in a regular called meeting on March 12, 2020 in the Lake 
Dallas City Hall, 212 Main Street, with notice of the meeting given, as required by Title 5, Chapter 
551.041 of the Texas Government Code.  Mayor Barnhart called the meeting to order at 7:00 p.m. 
 
1. Roll Call 
 

 Michael Barnhart      Mayor 
Megan Ray      Councilmember 1 
Brian Bailey      Councilmember 2  
Cheryl McClain      Councilmember 3  
Charlie Price      Councilmember 4 
Andi Nolan       Councilmember 5 
 
Absent:  
 
Staff Present: City Manager John Cabrales, City Secretary Codi Delcambre, Police Chief 
Dan Carolla, Public Works Superintendent Layne Cline, Interim Development Service 
Director Dave Gattis, Finance Director Michele Sanchez and Director of Library Services 
Natalie McAdams.  

2. Invocation and Pledges of Allegiance 
Girl Scout Troop #6218 led the invocation and the pledges. 

3. Announcements & Special Recognitions.    
 
A. City Manager’s Report 

No City Manager’s Report 

4. Citizen Agenda & Public Comments 
Mayor Barnhart opened the Visitors/Citizens Agenda.  
 
Rudy Vbra of 202 Julian stated that he would give a lot of consideration to the proposed 
development on Carlisle.  He stated that 55 homes on 2.5 acres was very high density.    
  
 

5. Consider and Act on the Consent Agenda 
A. Receive Monthly Budget & Financial Report February 2020. 
B. Approval of Minutes of the February 27, 2020 meeting. 

 
Motion: to approve a consent agenda 5A and B was made by Councilmember Ray 

and second by Councilmember McClain. 

Ayes:   Councilmembers Ray, Bailey, McClain Price and Nolan 
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Noes:   None 
Motion Passed 5-0. 

 
 

6. Receive a report and Consider and Act on a Resolution adopting the City of Lake Dallas 
Engineering Design Standards relating to the design and construction of subdivisions and 
public improvements within the City. 

 
Motion: to approve a Resolution adopting the City of Lake Dallas Engineering 

Design Standards relating to the design and construction of subdivisions 
and public improvements within the City was made by Councilmember 
Bailey and second by Councilmember Ray. 

Ayes:   Councilmembers Ray, Bailey, McClain, Price and Nolan 
Noes:   None 

Motion Passed 5-0. 
 

7. Receive a report and hold a discussion regarding the expansion options on Hundley 
Drive. 

Council received a presentation from Public Works Superintendent Layne Cline regarding the 
expansion options on Hundley Drive.  No action was taken. 

8. Consider and Act on a Resolution awarding a contract with Bean Electrical, Inc. for the 
construction of the next phase of the Main Street Light Poles Project. 
 

Motion: to approve a Resolution awarding a contract with Bean Electrical, Inc. for 
the construction of the next phase of the Main Street Light Poles Project 
was made by Councilmember Ray and second by Councilmember Nolan. 

Ayes:   Councilmembers Ray, Bailey, McClain, Price and Nolan 
Noes:   None 

Motion Passed 5-0. 
 

9. Consider and Act on a Resolution authorizing a contract with Green Frog Systems, Inc. 
for the installation of solar lighting on existing light poles at Willow Grove Park. 
 

Motion: to approve a Resolution authorizing a contract with Green Frog Systems, 
Inc. for the installation of solar lighting on existing light poles at Willow 
Grove Park was made by Councilmember Nolan and second by 
Councilmember Ray. 

Ayes:   Councilmembers Ray, Bailey, McClain, Price and Nolan 
Noes:   None 

Motion Passed 5-0. 
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10. Receive a report and hold a discussion regarding a request to assist in the payment of 
costs relating to the removal of a dead tree at 120 N Lakeview.  

Council discussed the payment of the cost relating to the removal of the dead tree at 120 N 
Lakeview.    No action was taken.  

11. Consider and Act on a Resolution appointing members to various positions on the Board 
of Directors of the Lake Dallas Community Development Corporation. 
 

Motion: to approve a Resolution appointing Glynn Vbra to the Lake Dallas 
Community Development Corporation Place 7 was made by 
Councilmember Nolan and second by Councilmember Ray. 

Ayes:   Councilmembers Ray, Bailey, McClain, Price and Nolan 
Noes:   None 

Motion Passed 5-0. 
 

12. Receive a report, discuss, and consider approval of an ordinance adopting amendments 
to Chapter 50-Floods relating to adoption of new floodplain maps and additional 
standards for floodways. 

 
Motion: to approve a Ordinance adopting amendments to Chapter 50-Floods relating 

to adoption of new floodplain maps and additional standards for floodways 
was made by Councilmember Ray and second by Councilmember McClain. 

Ayes:   Councilmembers Ray, Bailey, McClain, Price and Nolan 
Noes:   None 

Motion Passed 5-0. 
 

 
13. Receive a report and hold a discussion regarding the City of Corinth’s proposal for 

services and cost for fire and emergency medical services from the Lake Cities Fire 
Department. 

Council discussed the City of Corinth’s proposal for services and cost for fire and emergency 
medical services from the Lake Cities Fire Department.  No action was taken. 

14. Mayor & Council Member Announcements 

Cheryl McClain-   Carnival  
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15. Pursuant to Texas Government Code Section 551.074, deliberate the appointment of a 
public officer, specifically, directors of the Lake Dallas Community Development 
Corporation. 
 
No closed session. 
 

16. Conduct a closed meeting pursuant to Texas Government Code Section 551.074 to 
deliberate the duties of a public officer or employee: City Manager 

Council convened into closed session at 10:10 p.m. 

Council reconvened into open session at 11:46 p.m. 

17. Discuss and take appropriate action, if any, resulting from the discussions conducted in    
Closed Session 
 
No action was taken.  
 

18. Adjournment 
 

Mayor Barnhart adjourned the meeting at 11:47 p.m. 
 
Approved: 
 
_________________________________________ 
Michael Barnhart, Mayor  
 
Attest: 
 
_______________________________________ 
Codi Delcambre, City Secretary  
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State of Texas 
County of Denton 
City of Lake Dallas 
 
The Lake Dallas City Council met in a special called meeting on March 19, 2020 in the Lake 
Dallas City Hall, 212 Main Street, with notice of the meeting given, as required by Title 5, Chapter 
551.041 of the Texas Government Code.  Mayor Barnhart called the meeting to order at 6:32 p.m. 
 
1. Roll Call 
 

 Michael Barnhart      Mayor 
Andi Nolan       Mayor-Pro Tem 
Megan Ray      Councilmember 1 
Cheryl McClain      Councilmember 3  
 
Absent:  
Brian Bailey      Councilmember 2  
Charlie Price      Councilmember 4 
 
Staff Present: City Manager John Cabrales, City Secretary Codi Delcambre, and Police Chief 
Daniel Carolla 

2. Citizen Agenda & Public Comments 
Mayor Barnhart opened the Visitors/Citizens Agenda. No one spoke.  
 

 
3. Consider, discuss, and take appropriate action on Resolution No.  0319202020-12, 

Ratifying, Renewing, and Extending the Declaration of Local Disaster Issued by the 
Mayor on March 17, 2020, and Orders Related Thereto. 

Council received a presentation from City Manager John Cabrales relative to the Declaration 
of a Local Disaster.  

Motion: to approve Resolution 0319202020-12, Ratifying, Renewing, and Extending 
the Declaration of Local Disaster Issued by the Mayor on March 17, 2020, 
and Orders Related Thereto was made by Councilmember Nolan and 
second by Councilmember McClain. 

Ayes:   Councilmembers Nolan, Ray and McClain. 
Noes:   None 

Motion Passed 3-0. 
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4. Approval of an Ordinance cancelling the regular City Council meeting for March 26, 
2020 and providing an effective date 

 
Motion: to approve Ordinance cancelling the regular City Council meeting for March 

26, 2020 and April 9, 2020 was made by Councilmember Nolan and second 
by Councilmember McClain. 

Ayes:   Councilmembers Ray, McClain, and Nolan. 
Noes:   None 

Motion Passed 3-0. 
 

5. Adjournment 
 

Mayor Barnhart adjourned the meeting at 7:40 p.m. 
 
Approved: 
 
_________________________________________ 
Michael Barnhart, Mayor  
 
Attest: 
 
_______________________________________ 
Codi Delcambre, City Secretary  
 



   AGENDA ITEM 6 
 
  

 
CITY COUNCIL 

AGENDA MEMO 
Prepared By: Cindy Uber, Animal Services Manager     April 23, 2020 

Purchase of Cat Kennels 
 
DESCRIPTION: 
 
Consider and Act on a Resolution authorizing the purchase of two Snyder cat kennels and related 
equipment and authorize the City Manager to execute all documents related thereto on behalf 
of the City of Lake Dallas. 
 
BACKGROUND INFORMATION: 
 
The Lake Dallas Animal Shelter is currently in possession of eight (8) cat kennels that were 
acquired used from the Denton Animal Shelter in 2015.  The exact age of the kennels is unknown; 
however, they are believed to be approximately 15 years old and have been both refurbished 
and modified by adding plexi-glass cutouts to the individual kennels.  The kennels are showing 
signs of significant wear and tear and need replacement.  Cat kennels are recommended by the 
Lake Dallas Animal Shelter Veterinarian as opposed to regular stainless steel cages because they 
reduce the amount of stress to the animals, help prevent disease transfer from animal to animal, 
and are safer for the shelter employees to move the cats from one location to another.  In 2019, 
the Lake Dallas Animal Shelter housed 162 cats.  This number is expected to increase in 2020.   
 
Three quotes for cat kennels were obtained and staff is recommending the Snyder cat kennels 
because they can be configured for 12 kennels as opposed to the less expensive Cat’s Inn 
kennels that can only be configured to accommodate six (6) cats.  The Snyder cat kennels are 
considered the best value for both price and capacity versus the other two quotes that were 
obtained. 
 
The Denton Animal Support Foundation has provided a donation for one of the two cat kennels, 
and the second kennel is a budgeted item paid for from the Animal Services General Fund. 
 
FINANCIAL CONSIDERATIONS:   
 
The total amount for both Snyder cat kennels is $16,593.  The Denton Animal Support 
Foundation has contributed $8,600.  The City of Lake Dallas Animal Services General Fund will 
be responsible for the remaining $7,993.  The FY 2019-20 budget has $8,300 in the Capital 
Improvement Plan for Animal Services for the purchase of new cat condos, so these funds will 
be used for this purchase. 
 
 



RECOMMENDED MOTIONS: 
 
I move to approve/deny a resolution authorizing the purchase of two Snyder cat kennels and 
related equipment and authorize the City Manager to execute all documents related thereto on 
behalf of the City of Lake Dallas and provide an effective date. 
 
ATTACHMENT(S): 

1. Resolution 
2. Quote #1 Cat’s Inn  
3. Quote #2 Tri Star Direct 
4. Quote #3 Snyder  
5. Presentation 



CITY OF LAKE DALLAS, TEXAS 
RESOLUTION 04232020-_____ 

 
A RESOLUTION OF THE CITY COUNCIL OF LAKE DALLAS, TEXAS, AUTHORIZING THE 
PURCHASE OF CAT SHELTERS FROM SNYDER MFG. CO.; AND PROVIDING AN EFFECTIVE 
DATE.  

 
WHEREAS, several of the cat shelters at the Animal Shelter are showing significant wear, have 
reached the end of their useful life, and need to be replaced; and 
 
WHEREAS, having obtained various quotes in accordance with City policy, the City Manager 
recommends the purchase of two (2) cat shelters from Snyder Mfg. Co. of Centennial, Colorado, 
in the amount not to exceed $16,593, including shipping; and 
 
WHEREAS, the City Council of the City of Lake Dallas finds it to be in public interest to concur in 
the foregoing recommendations; 
 
NOW, THEREFORE, BE IT RESOLVED BY THE CITY COUNCIL OF CITY OF LAKE DALLAS, TEXAS, 
THAT: 
 
SECTION 1.  The City Manager is hereby authorized to purchase on behalf of the City two (2) cat 
shelters from Snyder Mfg. Co. of Centennial, Colorado, in the amount not to exceed $16,593, 
including shipping. 
 
SECTION 2.  This Resolution shall be effective immediately upon approval. 
 
 PASSED AND APPROVED this the 23rd day of April 2020. 
 

City of Lake Dallas, Texas 
 
_________________________________ 
Michael Barnhart, Mayor 

ATTEST: 
 
 
______________________________ 
Codi Delcambre, TRMC, City Secretary 
 
APPROVED AS TO FORM: 
 
 
______________________________ 
Kevin B. Laughlin, City Attorney 
(kbl:4/14/2020:115091) 
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CITY COUNCIL 

AGENDA MEMO 
Prepared By: John Cabrales Jr, City Manager           April 23, 2020 

 Amendment to Chapter 30 “Civil Emergencies” 
 
DESCRIPTION: 
 
Consider and Act on an Ordinance amending in its entirety Article II “Emergency Management” 
of Chapter 30 “Civil Emergencies” of the Lake Dallas Municipal Code. 
 
BACKGROUND INFORMATION: 
 
The City has a municipal code, Chapter 30, to provide the necessary organization, powers, and 
authority for the effective use of all city resources to prepare for, respond to and recover from 
disasters and/or emergencies, natural or manmade, that are likely to affect the health, security, 
safety, welfare or property of the city and its residents, whether the events occur within or 
without the corporate limits of the city. The chapter is intended to provide the city, its officers 
and employees, with the broadest power permitted by the City Code, City Charter, state and 
federal law to plan for and respond to disasters and/or emergencies. 
 
Chapter 30 has not been updated in several years and staff is recommending several revisions 
to be consistent with federal and state laws. Also, pursuant to the Resolution (07252019-43) 
establishing an interjurisdictional Emergency Management Program with Denton County, 
wording needs to be included to establish an Office of Emergency Management to assist the 
Mayor, as the emergency management director of the city, pursuant to Chapter 418 of the 
Texas Government Code. We also need to establish that the Denton County Hazard Mitigation 
Action Plan and Emergency Operations Plan, are the plans used to maintain continuity of 
government and to provide general guidance for emergency management activities of the City.  
 
We also need to strengthen the authority for enforcement of Emergency Orders and create an 
offense and penalties for the violation of such orders. 
 
Staff recommends approval. 
 
 
FINANCIAL CONSIDERATION: 
 
None 



 
RECOMMENDED MOTIONS: 
 
I move to approve/deny an ordinance amending in its entirety Article II “Emergency 
Management” of Chapter 30 “Civil Emergencies” of the Lake Dallas Municipal Code. 
 
ATTACHMENT(S): 
 

1. Joint Resolution Establishing an Interjurisdictional Emergency Management Program 
(07252019-43) 

2. Chapter 30 Code of Ordinance (redline) 
3. Chapter 30 Code of Ordinance (clean) 



JOINT RESOLUTION ESTABLISHING AN INTERJURISDICTIONAL
EMERGENCY MANAGEMENT PROGRAM

07252019-43

WHEREAS, the City of Lake Dallas by City Ordinance and Denton County by Commissioner's Court Order

have established similar programs of comprehensive emergency management which includes the mitigation,

preparedness, response, and recovery phases of emergency management; and

WHEREAS, the City and County find that vulnerability to many potential hazards is shared by the

residents of the City of Lake Dallas and the unincorporated portions of Denton County; and

WHEREAS, the City and County further finds that the common goal of emergency management can best

be achieved through an organization which shares the combined resources of the City and the County; and

WEREAS, the contemplated action is specifically authorized by the aforementioned Ordinance and the

Court Order; and

WEREAS, this resolution is valid for a period of five years from the Resolved date, but may be terminated

by either party with a 90-day notice of intent to terminate;

THEREFORE, BE IT RESOLVED that there is hereby established the County Emergency Management

organization which shall consist of the officers and employees of the City and of the County as designated in an

inter-jurisdictional emergency management plan, together with such organized volunteer groups as that plan

may specify; and

BE IT FURTHER RESOLVED that the City will provide timely updates to required documents including; the

TDEM-147 Emergency Management Director/Coordinator Notification with 24-hour emergency contact

information. The City will participate in special emergency management programs including updates to the;

Hazard Mitigation Action Plan, Emergency Operations Plan, Threat and Hazard Identification Risk Assessment,

and other specialized projects; and

BE IT FURTHER RESOLVED that the Mayor of the City of Lake Dallas and the Denton County Judge shall

mutually appoint an Emergency Management Coordinator to coordinate all aspects of the City of Lake Dallas

and Denton County program of comprehensive emergency management, including the preparation and

maintenance of an inter-jurisdictional emergency management plan for the City of Lake Dallas and Denton

County in accordance with this resolution.

RESOLVED this the 25th day of July 2019.

tiêchael Barnhart, Mayor, City of Lake Dallas
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Juli Luke, County Clerk
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CITY OF LAKE DALLAS, TEXAS 
 

ORDINANCE NO. __________ 
 

AN ORDINANCE OF THE CITY COUNCIL OF THE CITY OF LAKE DALLAS, TEXAS, 
AMENDING IN ITS ENTIRETY ARTICLE II “EMERGENCY MANAGEMENT” OF CHAPTER 
30 “CIVIL EMERGENCIES” OF THE LAKE DALLAS MUNICIPAL CODE; PROVIDING A 
REPEALING CLAUSE; PROVIDING A SAVINGS CLAUSE; PROVIDING A SEVERABILITY 
CLAUSE; PROVIDING FOR A PENALTY OF FINE NOT TO EXCEED THE SUM OF FIVE 
HUNDRED DOLLARS ($500.00) FOR EACH OFFENSE; AND PROVIDING AN EFFECTIVE 
DATE. 
 

WHEREAS, in order for the City’s emergency management ordinances to better conform to State 
law and current policies, practices and plans relating to local emergency management, the City 
Council of the City of Lake Dallas, Texas, finds it to be in the public interest amend Article II of 
Chapter 30 of the Lake Dallas Municipal Code. 
 
 NOW, THEREFORE, BE IT ORDAINED BY THE CITY COUNCIL OF THE CITY OF LAKE DALLAS, 
TEXAS, THAT: 
 
SECTION 1. Article II “Emergency Management” of Chapter 30 “Civil Emergencies” of the Lake 
Dallas Municipal Code is amended in its entirety to read as follows: 

 
ARTICLE I. IN GENERAL 

Secs. 30-1–30-30.     Reserved. 
 

ARTICLE II. EMERGENCY MANAGEMENT 
 

Sec. 30-2431. Purpose and Declaration of Policy. 
 
(a) The purpose of this chapter article is to provide the necessary organization, 

powers, and authority to provide the timely and effective use of all City 
resources to prepare for, respond to and recover from disasters and/or 
emergencies, natural or manmade, that are likely to affect the health, 
security, safety, welfare or property of the City and its residents, whether 
the events occur within or without the corporate limits of the City. 

 
(b) This chapterarticle is enacted to provide the City, its officers and 

employees, with the broadest power permitted by the City Code, City 
Charter, state and federal law to plan for and respond to disasters and/or 
emergencies. 

 
  



Sec. 30-2532. Incident Management Adopted. 
 
The National Incident Management System (NIMS) as required by Homeland 
Security Presidential Directive 5 (HSPD-5) is designated as the City standard for 
incident management. Homeland Security Presidential Directive 5 (HSPD-5). 
 
Sec. 30-2633. Federal Disaster Relief Recognized. 
 
The Robert T. Stafford Disaster Relief and Emergency Assistance Act, (as amended) 
(42 U.S.C. §5121) as it may now or hereafter apply to the City, is recognized. 
 
Sec. 30-2734. State Law Adopted. 
 
The provisions of the Texas Disaster Act of 1975 (V.T.C.A.Texas Government Code, 
Chapter 418, as amended), as it may now or hereafter apply to the City, are 
adopted as part of this chapterarticle. 
 
Sec. 30-2835. Office of Emergency Management Established. 
 
The Office of Emergency Management is hereby created and established in 
accordance with Sections 2.01(13) and 2.03 of the Home Rule Charter of the City 
of Lake Dallas, Texas, and Chapters 418 (Emergency Management) and Chapter 
421 (Homeland Security Act of 2003) of the Texas Government Code. The Mayor 
is hereby designated as the emergency management director of the City, pursuant 
to Chapter 418 of the Texas Government Code, as amended. 
 
Sec. 30-2936. Definitions. 
 
The following words, terms and phrases, when used in this chapterarticle, shall 
have the meanings ascribed to them in this chaptersection, except where the 
context clearly indicates a different meaning: 
 
Continuity of Government.  The principle of establishing policies and procedures 
that allow City government to continue its essential municipal services and 
operations in case of a disaster or emergency. 
 
Continuity of Operations.  The continuation of essential municipal services and 
operations in the case of a disaster or emergency. 
 
Disaster.  The occurrence or imminent threat of widespread or severe damage, 
injury, or loss of life or property resulting from any natural or manmade cause, 
including fire, flood, earthquake, wind, storm, wave action, oil spill or other 
water contamination, volcanic activity, epidemic, air contamination, blight, 
drought, infestation, explosion, riot, hostile military or paramilitary action, other 



public calamity requiring emergency action, or energy emergency, and may 
warrant disaster assistance. 
 
Emergency.  An occurrence or imminent threat of widespread or severe damage, 
injury, or loss of life or property that is smaller in scope than a disaster but is 
larger in scope and more severe in terms of actual or potential damaging effects 
than an incident. Characteristics of an emergency include, but are not limited to, 
the following: 
 
(a) Involves a large area, significant population, or important facilities; 
 
(b) May require implementation of large-scale evacuation or in-place 

sheltering and implementation of temporary shelter and mass care 
operations; 

 
(c) May require community-wide warning and public instructions; 
 
(d) Requires a sizable multi-agency response operating under an incident 

commander; 
 
(e) May require some external assistance from other local response 

agencies, contractors, and limited assistance from state or federal 
agencies; and/or 

 
(f) The emergency operations center may be activated to provide general 

guidance and direction, coordinate external support, and provide 
resource support. 

 
Emergency Management Plan.  As per the Interjurisdictional Emergency 
Management Program Agreement with Denton County, the Denton County 
Hazard Mitigation Action Plan and Emergency Operations Plan, are the plans 
used to maintain continuity of government and to provide general guidance for 
emergency management activities of the City. 
 
Emergency Management Volunteer.  Any person who is not employed by the City 
who is duly registered, identified, and appointed by the office of emergency 
management, or by the City Manager, or by the Mayor, and who is assigned to 
participate in an emergency management activity. 
 
Emergency Operations Center.  The physical location at which the coordination 
of information and City resources is located to support local disaster or 
emergency management activities. It is a specially equipped facility from which 
City officials exercise direction and control and coordinate necessary resources 
in a disaster or emergency situation. 



 
Incident.  An emergency occurrence that is limited in scope and potential effect 
on lives and property and is typically handled by one or two city response 
agencies acting under an incident commander. An incident may require limited 
external assistance from other local response forces. The emergency operations 
center is usually not activated during most incidents. 
 
Local State of Emergency.  A proclamation by the governor of a state of 
emergency and designation of the area involved, upon application of the Mayor 
or City Council during an emergency, pursuant to Chapter 433 of the Texas 
Government Code, as amended. 
 
Local State of Disaster.  An executive order or proclamation by the emergency 
management director declaring a state of local disaster, upon a finding by the 
emergency management director that a disaster has occurred or that the 
occurrence or threat of occurrence of a disaster is imminent. The order or 
proclamation must include: 
 
(a) A description of the nature of the disaster; 
 
(b) A designation of the area threatened; and 
 
(c) A description of the conditions that have created the state of local 

disaster. 
 
Office of Emergency Management.  The office which is responsible for the City's 
emergency management program. 
 
Secondary Emergency Operations Center.  The physical location of a back-up 
facility that would be used if the primary emergency operations center is 
unavailable or has its capacity exceeded during an emergency operations center 
activation. 
 
Sec. 30-3037. Mayor’s Power’s During Disaster or Emergency. 
 
In accordance with Section 418.108 of the Texas Government Code, Tthe Mayor 
is authorized, if the Mayor finds that the City or any part thereof is suffering or 
is in imminent danger of suffering a disaster, emergency, civil emergency, or 
utility emergency, to declare a local disaster and issue orders exercising all 
emergency powers, including without limitation, orders which: 
 
(a) Temporarily suspend, limit, cancel, convene, reschedule, postpone, 

continue, or relocate all meetings of the City Council, and any City 



committee, commission, board, authority, or other City body as deemed 
appropriate by the Mayor;. 

 
(b) Suspend or limit the sale, distribution, dispensing or transportation of 

alcoholic beverages, firearms, explosives, and other combustible 
products and require the closing of those businesses or parts of 
businesses insofar as the sale, distribution, dispensing, or transportation 
of these items are concerned. 

 
(c)(b) Establish a curfew during such hours of the days or nights and affecting 

such categories of persons as may be designated;. 
 
(d)(c) Require closing of business establishments;. 
 
(e)(d) Prohibit the sale or distribution within the City of any products, which 

could be employed in a manner, which would constitute a danger to 
public safety except for otherwise prohibited by state or federal law;. 

 
(f)(e) Temporarily close any and all streets, alleys, sidewalks, bike paths, public 

parks or public ways;. 
 
(g)(f) Temporarily suspend or modify, for not more than seven days, any 

regulation or ordinance of the City, including, but not limited to, those 
regarding health, safety, and zoning;. 

 
(h)(g) Suspend or limit the use of the City's water resources or other 

infrastructure;. 
 
(i)(h) Control, restrict, allocate, or regulate the use, sale, production, or 

distribution of food, water, fuel, clothing, and/or other commodities, 
materials, goods, services, and resources including the establishment of 
wage, rent, and price controls and other economic stabilization methods 
necessary to preserve economic stability;. 

 
(j)(i) Suspend or limit burning of any items or property within the City limits;. 
 
(k)(j) Require emergency services of any City officer or employee. If regular 

City forces are determined to be inadequate, then to acquire the services 
of such other personnel as the Mayor can obtain that are available, 
including citizen volunteers;. 

 
(l)(k) Utilize all available resources of the City as reasonably necessary to 

manage the disaster or emergency;. 
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(m)(l) Direct and compel the evacuation of all or part of the population from 
any stricken or threatened areas within the City if the Mayor deems this 
action is necessary for the preservation of life, property, or other disaster 
or emergency mitigation, response or recovery and to prescribe routes, 
modes of transportation and destination in connection with an 
evacuation;. 

 
(n)(m) Provide for the purchase or lease of materials, supplies, or equipment 

during the local disaster or emergency, and to authorize any or all 
agencies or City officials to directly purchase or lease those materials, 
supplies, or equipment essential to continue the work of the City involved 
without the advertisement of bids or proposals;. 

 
(o)(n) Contract for construction, engineering, architectural, building, electrical, 

plumbing, and repair of public improvements and/or other professional 
or construction services essential to continue to work of the City without 
the advertisement of bids or proposals when the delay of advertising and 
public biddingseeking bids and/or proposals might cause serious injury or 
loss;. 

 
(p)(o) Make application for local, state, or federal assistance;. 
 
(q)(p) Establish and control routes of transportation, ingress or egress;. 
 
(r)(q) Control ingress and egress from any designated disaster or emergency 

area or home, building or structures located therein;. 
 
(s) Utilize private property as necessary to cope with emergency or disaster 

conditions, subject to any requirements established by law for 
compensation and in accordance with Section 37.14. 

 
(t)(r) Appropriate and expend funds, exclude contracts, authorize the 

obtaining and acquisition of property, equipment, services, supplies, and 
materials without strict compliance with procurement regulations or 
procedures;. 

 
(u)(s) Transfer the direction, personnel, or functions of City departments and 

agencies for the purpose of performing or facilitating emergency or 
disaster services;. 

 
(v)(t) Accept services, gifts, grants, loans, equipment, supplies, and/or 

materials whether from private, nonprofit, or governmental sources;. 
 



(w)(u) Terminate or suspend any process, operation, machine, device, or event 
that is or may negatively impact the health, safety, and welfare of 
persons or property within the City;. 

 
(x)(v) Delegate authority to such City officials as the Mayor determines 

reasonably necessary, convenient, or expedient;. 
 
(y)(w) Require the continuation, termination, disconnection, or suspension of 

natural gas, electrical power, water, sewer, communication or other 
public utilities or infrastructure;. 

 
(z)(x) Close or cancel the use of any municipally owned or operated building or 

other public facility;. 
 
(aa)(y) Disinfect, abate, demolish, remove or clean up any building, structure, 

site, wreckage, or debris;. 
 
(bb)(z) Declare, issue, enforce, modify and terminate orders for quarantine and 

isolation of persons or animals posing a threat to public health;. 
 
(cc)(aa) Exercise such powers and functions in light of the exigencies of 

emergency or disaster including the waiving of compliance with any time 
consuming procedures and formalities, including notices, as may be 
prescribed by law;. 

 
(dd)(bb) Issue any and all such other orders or undertake such other 

functions and activities as the Mayor reasonably believes is required to 
protect the health, safety, and welfare of persons or property within the 
City or otherwise preserve the public peace or abate, clean up, or 
mitigate the effects of any emergency or disaster;. 

 
(ee)(cc) Exercise the full power and authority to provide by proclamation 

all regulations reasonably necessary to protect the health, security, 
welfare, safety, peace, life and property of the City and the inhabitants 
during the time of such crisis;. 

 
(ff)(dd) Delegate, to the extent allowed by law, any or all of these powers and 

duties to the emergency management coordinator;. and 
 
(ee) Petition the governor to apply to the federal government for financial 

assistance and for aid to local families and individuals adversely affected 
by the disaster or emergency. 
 



Such declarations and orders of the Mayor may not be continued or renewed for 
a period of more than seven (7) days from the issuance of such declaration or 
order except with the consent of  the City Council. 

 
Sec. 30-3138. Emergency Management Organization. 
 
(a) The Mayor is hereby designated as the emergency management director 

of the City, pursuant to Chapter 418 of the Texas Government Code, as 
amended. The emergency management director serves as the governor's 
designated agent in the administration and supervision of the duties 
outlined in Chapter 418 of the Texas Government Code on behalf of the 
City. In his absence or disability, the Mayor pPro tTempore shall serve as 
the emergency management director. 

 
(b) The emergency management director shall appoint a person to serve as 

emergency management coordinator as provided by Chapter 418 of the 
Texas Government Code, who shall serve as an assistant to the 
emergency management director for emergency management purposes. 
By this chapterarticle, the emergency management director designates 
the emergency management coordinator, to be hired by and report to 
the Chief of the Fire Department. 

 
(c) The emergency management coordinator shall direct the office of 

emergency management and shall serve as the primary point of contact 
for emergency management on behalf of the City. 

 (Ordinance 87-04, sec. 1; Code 1989, sec. 2.40.010) 
 
Sec. 30-3239. Emergency Management Director Duties and Responsibilities. 
 
(a) The emergency management director shall exercise the powers granted 

to the governor under Chapter 418 of the Texas Government Code, as 
amended, on an appropriate local scale. 

 
(b) The emergency management director may declare a state of local 

disaster if he or she finds that a disaster has occurred or that the 
occurrence or threat of disaster is imminent. A state of local disaster may 
not continue for more than seven days except with the consent of the 
City Council. The emergency management director or the City Council 
may make application during an emergency to the governor for a 
proclamation of a state of emergency and designate the area involved, 
pursuant to Chapter 433 of the Texas Government Code, as amended. 

 



(c) The emergency management director may exercise other powers and 
have additional duties and responsibilities, as may be necessary, 
including, but not limited to: 

 
(1) Issuance of proclamations, regulations or directives necessary for 

carrying out the purposes of this chapterarticle. Such 
proclamations, regulations or directives shall be disseminated 
promptly to the general public. 

 
(2) Ensure all proclamations, regulations or directives related to a 

local state of disaster or local state of emergency are filed 
promptly with the City secretary, unless circumstances as a result 
of the emergency or disaster prevent or impede such prompt 
filing, whereupon the proclamation, regulation or directive shall 
be filed as soon as practicable. 

 
(3) Other powers, duties or responsibilities as specified in Chapter 

418 of the Texas Government Code, City ordinance or resolution, 
or the emergency management plan, as appropriate. 

 
(d) Any order or proclamation declaring, continuing, or terminating a state 

of disaster must be filed promptly with the City secretary and given 
prompt and general publicity, such as through newspapers, radio, 
television, website, and or social media. 

 (Ordinance 87-04, sec. 2; Code 1989, sec. 2.40.020) 
 
Sec. 30-3340. Duties and Responsibilities of the City Manager. 
 
(a) To assist the emergency management director, the City Manager shall be 

responsible to for preparinge and distributinge to all appropriate City 
officials and employees a clear and complete statement of the disaster 
or emergency responsibilities of the departments within the City, 
including departmental support of the office of emergency management 
and the emergency operations center. This statement shall include, but 
is not limited to: NIMS compliance; a plan for the continuity of 
government; and a plan for the continuity of operations during the 
occurrence of a disaster or emergency. 

 
(b) The operational emergency management organization of the City shall 

consist of the City Manager, and officers and employees of the City so 
designated by the City Manager. The functions and duties of this 
organization shall be distributed among such officers and employees in 
accordance with the continuity of operations plan. 

 



(c) The City Manager, working with the emergency management 
coordinator, shall be Rresponsible for planning, coordinating, 
developing, operating and maintaining a comprehensive emergency 
management program in compliance with state and federal law, 
including all phases of emergency management activities. 

 
(d) The City Manager, working with the emergency management director 

and emergency management coordinator, shall Ccoordinate its the City’s 
efforts with county, regional, state and federal emergency management 
officials, declarations, orders and plans. 

 
(e) The City Manager or designee shall be Rresponsible for the coordination 

of the recruitment, training and supervision of emergency management 
volunteer personnel and agencies needed to augment the personnel, 
facilities and functions of the City for emergency management purposes. 

 (Ordinance 202, sec. 1, 1986; Code 1989, sec. 2.40.030) 
 
Sec. 30-3441. Emergency Operations Center 
 
(a) The office of emergency management is responsible for developing and 

maintaining the emergency operations center. The emergency operations 
center shall be equipped and maintained to support the management of 
disasters and/or emergencies within the City. 

 
(b) The office of emergency management shall maintain trained emergency 

operations center staff members in sufficient numbers who are available 
in the event of emergency operations center activation. Emergency 
operations center staff members may be City employees from any division 
of the City, employees of other local governments with whom the City has 
a contract, or emergency management volunteers who are trained and 
assigned to the emergency operations center in the event of emergency 
operations center activation. 

 
(c) The office of emergency management will conduct periodic training and 

exercises to evaluate and practice the functions that will be necessary 
during a disaster or emergency. 

 
(d) The office of emergency management shall maintain a secondary 

emergency operations center for use in the event the primary emergency 
operations center is not available. 

 
Sec. 30-3542. Interjurisdictional Cooperation and Mutual Aid Agreements. 
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(a) The emergency management director and/or city manager may, on behalf 
of the City, enter into reciprocal aid, mutual aid, joint powers agreements, 
intergovernmental assistance agreements, or other compacts, plans, or 
agreements with other governmental entities for the protection of life and 
property. Such agreements may include the furnishing or exchange of 
supplies, equipment, facilities, personnel, and/or services and authorize 
employment by the county and other cities and governmental entities 
within the county with the director as area coordinator for mutual aid. 

 
(b) The City Council or any of its committees, boards, commissions, or 

authorities may exercise such powers and functions in light of the 
exigencies of the emergency or disaster and may waive compliance with 
time-consuming procedures and formalities prescribed by law. 

 
(c) The director shall recommend for adoption by the City Council mutual aid 

plans and agreements, which are deemed essential for the emergency 
management plan or program. 

 
(d) The director is authorized to join with other city, county, state and federal 

officials to form joint emergency management plans and programs and in 
the appointment of a joint emergency management coordinator and to 
participate in county-wide, regional and state-wide programs of 
emergency and disaster management and to present any such plans or 
programs for the approval of the City Council.  

(Ordinance 87-04, sec. 4; Code 1989, sec. 2.40.050) 
 
Sec. 30-3643. Other provisions superseded. 
 
At all times when the orders, rules and regulations made and promulgated 
pursuant to this article are in effect, they shall supersede and override all existing 
ordinances, orders, rules and regulations insofar as the latter may be inconsistent 
with this article. (Ordinance 87-04, sec. 5; Code 1989, sec. 2.40.060) 
 
Sec. 30-3744. Immunity 
 
(a) This section is an exercise by the City of its governmental functions for the 

protection of the public peace, health, safety, and welfare and neither the 
City, the agents and representatives of the City nor any individual, receiver, 
firm, partnership, corporation, association or trustee nor any of the agents 
thereof, in good faith carrying out, complying with or attempting to comply 
with any order, rule or regulation promulgated pursuant to the provisions 
of this chapterarticle, shall be liable for any damages sustained to persons 
as the result of the activity. Any person owning or controlling real estate 
or other premises who voluntarily and without compensation grants to the 



City a license or privilege or otherwise permits the City to inspect, 
designate and use the whole or any part of such real estate or premises for 
the purpose of sheltering persons during an actual, impending or practice 
enemy attack or natural or manmade disaster shall, together with his 
successors in interest, if any, not be civilly liable for the death of or injury 
to any person on or about such real estate or premises under such license, 
privilege or other permission or for loss of or damage to the property of 
such person. 

 
(b) Any officer, employee, or volunteer of the City performing a homeland 

security activity or other emergency activity under this section shall also 
be entitled to the protection of the limitations on liability contained in 
V.T.C.A., Chapters 418 and 421 if the Texas Government Code or any 
successor statute or any other applicable law. 

 (Ordinance 87-04, sec. 6; Code 1989, sec. 2.40.070) 
 
Sec. 30-3845. Commitment of funds. 
 
(a) No person shall have the right to expend any public funds of the City in 

carrying out any emergency management activity authorized by this 
chapterarticle without prior approval by the City Council except in 
accordance with the approved City and/or county budgets or as authorized 
by this chapterarticle and other applicable law. During a declared disaster, 
the Mayor may expend and/or commit public funds of the City when 
deemed prudent and necessary for the protection of health, safety, 
welfare, life or property. 

 
(b) Notwithstanding any provision of this code or City policy, the Mayor, upon 

declaration of a state of emergency, may authorize the City Manager or 
the City Manager's designated representatives to procure by purchase or 
lease, such goods and services as are deemed necessary for the City's 
emergency response effort. This emergency procurement of goods or 
services may be made in the open market without filing a requisition or 
estimate and without advertisement for immediate delivery or furnishing.  

(Ordinance 87-04, sec. 7; Code 1989, sec. 2.40.080) 
 
Sec. 30-3946. Authority for Enforcement. 
 
The members of the police force of this City and other law enforcement agencies 
have having jurisdiction or as otherwise authorized by the Mayor, the Denton 
County Judge, the Texas Governor, the county public health department, the fire 
department, or such other persons as authorized by the Mayor, are hereby 
authorized and directed to enforce the orders, mandates, rules, and regulations 
made or issued pursuant to this chapterarticle. 



 
Sec. 30-4047. Offenses; penalties. 
 
(a) A person commits an offense if the person, during the period of an actual 
or impending disaster has been declared: 
 

(1) enters or remains upon the premises of any retail establishment 
not open for business to the general public without the consent of the 
owner or tenant of the premises; 
 
(2) violate any order duly issued by the mayor, the director, the City 
Council, the County Judge of the Denton County, the Commissioner’s Court 
of Denton County, the Governor of the State of Texas, or other officer or 
governing body pursuant to emergency powers authorized by this 
chapterarticle, Chapter 418 of the Texas Government Code, or other City, 
state, or federal law. 

 
(b) It is unlawful for any person willfully to obstruct, hinder or delay any 
member of the emergency management organization in the enforcement of any 
rule or regulation issued pursuant to the authority contained in this article. 
 
(c) It is unlawful for any person to wear, carry or display any emblem, insignia 
or any other means of identification as a member of the emergency management 
organization of the City unless authority to do so has been granted to such person 
by the proper officials. 
 
(d) Any unauthorized person who operates a siren or other device so as to 
simulate a warning signal or the termination of a warning is guilty of a violation of 
this article and is subject to the penalties imposed by this article. 
 
(e) Convictions for violations of the provisions of this article are punishable by 
a fine not to exceed $500.00. (Ordinance 87-04, sec. 8; Code 1989, sec. 2.40.090) 
 
Sec. 30-4148. State, federal and military provisions unimpaired. 
 
This article shall not be construed so as to conflict with any state or federal statute 
or with any military or naval order, rule or regulation. (Ordinance 87-04, sec. 10; 
Code 1989, sec. 2.40.100) 

 
SECTION 2.  All provisions of the Ordinances of the City of Lake Dallas, Texas, in conflict with the 
provisions of this ordinance be, and the same are hereby, repealed, and all other provisions of 
the Ordinances of the City not in conflict with the provisions of this ordinance shall remain in full 
force and effect. 
 



SECTION 3.  An offense committed before the effective date of this ordinance is governed by prior 
law and the provisions of the Code of Ordinances, as amended, in effect when the offense was 
committed, and the former law is continued in effect for this purpose. 
 
SECTION 4.  Should any sentence, paragraph, subdivision, clause, phrase or section of this 
Ordinance be adjudged or held to be unconstitutional, illegal or invalid, the same shall not affect 
the validity of this Ordinance as a whole, or any part or provision thereof other than the part so 
decided to be invalid, illegal or unconstitutional, and shall not affect the validity of the Ordinance 
as a whole. 
 
SECTION 6.  This ordinance shall take effect immediately following its passage and publication in 
accordance with the provisions of the state law and the Charter of the City of Lake Dallas. 
 
DULY PASSED BY THE CITY COUNCIL OF THE CITY OF LAKE DALLAS, TEXAS ON THE 23RD DAY OF 
APRIL 2020. 
 

APPROVED: 
 
 
___________________________________ 
Michael Barnhart, Mayor 

 

ATTEST: 
 
 
___________________________ 
Codi Delcambre, TRMC, City Secretary 
 
APPROVED AS TO FORM: 
 
 
____________________________ 
Kevin B. Laughlin, City Attorney 
(kbl:4/16/2020:115150 



CITY OF LAKE DALLAS, TEXAS 
 

ORDINANCE NO. __________ 
 

AN ORDINANCE OF THE CITY COUNCIL OF THE CITY OF LAKE DALLAS, TEXAS, 
AMENDING IN ITS ENTIRETY ARTICLE II “EMERGENCY MANAGEMENT” OF CHAPTER 
30 “CIVIL EMERGENCIES” OF THE LAKE DALLAS MUNICIPAL CODE; PROVIDING A 
REPEALING CLAUSE; PROVIDING A SAVINGS CLAUSE; PROVIDING A SEVERABILITY 
CLAUSE; PROVIDING FOR A PENALTY OF FINE NOT TO EXCEED THE SUM OF FIVE 
HUNDRED DOLLARS ($500.00) FOR EACH OFFENSE; AND PROVIDING AN EFFECTIVE 
DATE. 
 

WHEREAS, in order for the City’s emergency management ordinances to better conform to State 
law and current policies, practices and plans relating to local emergency management, the City 
Council of the City of Lake Dallas, Texas, finds it to be in the public interest amend Article II of 
Chapter 30 of the Lake Dallas Municipal Code. 
 
 NOW, THEREFORE, BE IT ORDAINED BY THE CITY COUNCIL OF THE CITY OF LAKE DALLAS, 
TEXAS, THAT: 
 
SECTION 1. Article II “Emergency Management” of Chapter 30 “Civil Emergencies” of the Lake 
Dallas Municipal Code is amended in its entirety to read as follows: 

 
ARTICLE II. EMERGENCY MANAGEMENT 

 
Sec. 30-31. Purpose and Declaration of Policy. 
 
(a) The purpose of this article is to provide the necessary organization, 

powers, and authority to provide the timely and effective use of all City 
resources to prepare for, respond to and recover from disasters and/or 
emergencies, natural or manmade, that are likely to affect the health, 
security, safety, welfare or property of the City and its residents, whether 
the events occur within or without the corporate limits of the City. 

 
(b) This article is enacted to provide the City, its officers and employees, with 

the broadest power permitted by the City Code, City Charter, state and 
federal law to plan for and respond to disasters and/or emergencies. 

 
Sec. 30-32. Incident Management Adopted. 
 
The National Incident Management System (NIMS) as required by Homeland 
Security Presidential Directive 5 (HSPD-5) is designated as the City standard for 
incident management.  
 



Sec. 30-33. Federal Disaster Relief Recognized. 
 
The Robert T. Stafford Disaster Relief and Emergency Assistance Act, as amended 
(42 U.S.C. §5121) as it may now or hereafter apply to the City, is recognized. 
 
Sec. 30-34. State Law Adopted. 
 
The provisions of the Texas Disaster Act of 1975 (Texas Government Code, Chapter 
418, as amended), as it may now or hereafter apply to the City, are adopted as 
part of this article. 
 
Sec. 30-35. Office of Emergency Management Established. 
 
The Office of Emergency Management is hereby created and established in 
accordance with Sections 2.01(13) and 2.03 of the Charter and Chapters 418  and 
Chapter 421 of the Texas Government Code. The Mayor is hereby designated as 
the emergency management director of the City pursuant to Chapter 418 of the 
Texas Government Code, as amended. 
 
Sec. 30-36. Definitions. 
 
The following words, terms and phrases, when used in this article, shall have the 
meanings ascribed to them in this section, except where the context clearly 
indicates a different meaning: 
 
Continuity of Government. The principle of establishing policies and procedures 
that allow City government to continue its essential municipal services and 
operations in case of a disaster or emergency. 
 
Continuity of Operations. The continuation of essential municipal services and 
operations in the case of a disaster or emergency. 
 
Disaster. The occurrence or imminent threat of widespread or severe damage, 
injury, or loss of life or property resulting from any natural or manmade cause, 
including fire, flood, earthquake, wind, storm, wave action, oil spill or other 
water contamination, volcanic activity, epidemic, air contamination, blight, 
drought, infestation, explosion, riot, hostile military or paramilitary action, other 
public calamity requiring emergency action, or energy emergency, and may 
warrant disaster assistance. 
 
Emergency. An occurrence or imminent threat of widespread or severe damage, 
injury, or loss of life or property that is smaller in scope than a disaster but is 
larger in scope and more severe in terms of actual or potential damaging effects 



than an incident. Characteristics of an emergency include, but are not limited to, 
the following: 
 
(a) Involves a large area, significant population, or important facilities; 
 
(b) May require implementation of large-scale evacuation or in-place 

sheltering and implementation of temporary shelter and mass care 
operations; 

 
(c) May require community-wide warning and public instructions; 
 
(d) Requires a sizable multi-agency response operating under an incident 

commander; 
 
(e) May require some external assistance from other local response 

agencies, contractors, and limited assistance from state or federal 
agencies; and/or 

 
(f) The emergency operations center may be activated to provide general 

guidance and direction, coordinate external support, and provide 
resource support. 

 
Emergency Management Plan. As per the Interjurisdictional Emergency 
Management Program Agreement with Denton County, the Denton County 
Hazard Mitigation Action Plan and Emergency Operations Plan, are the plans 
used to maintain continuity of government and to provide general guidance for 
emergency management activities of the City. 
 
Emergency Management Volunteer. Any person who is not employed by the City 
who is duly registered, identified, and appointed by the office of emergency 
management, the City Manager, or the Mayor, and who is assigned to participate 
in an emergency management activity. 
 
Emergency Operations Center. The physical location at which the coordination 
of information and City resources is located to support local disaster or 
emergency management activities. It is a specially equipped facility from which 
City officials exercise direction and control and coordinate necessary resources 
in a disaster or emergency situation. 
 
Incident. An emergency occurrence that is limited in scope and potential effect 
on lives and property and is typically handled by one or two city response 
agencies acting under an incident commander. An incident may require limited 
external assistance from other local response forces. The emergency operations 
center is usually not activated during most incidents. 



 
Local State of Emergency. A proclamation by the governor of a state of 
emergency and designation of the area involved, upon application of the Mayor 
or City Council during an emergency pursuant to Chapter 433 of the Texas 
Government Code, as amended. 
 
Local State of Disaster. An executive order or proclamation by the emergency 
management director declaring a state of local disaster, upon a finding by the 
emergency management director that a disaster has occurred or that the 
occurrence or threat of occurrence of a disaster is imminent. The order or 
proclamation must include: 
 
(a) A description of the nature of the disaster; 
 
(b) A designation of the area threatened; and 
 
(c) A description of the conditions that have created the state of local 

disaster. 
 
Office of Emergency Management. The office which is responsible for the City's 
emergency management program. 
 
Secondary Emergency Operations Center. The physical location of a back-up 
facility that would be used if the primary emergency operations center is 
unavailable or has its capacity exceeded during an emergency operations center 
activation. 
 
Sec. 30-37. Mayor’s Power’s During Disaster or Emergency. 
 
In accordance with Section 418.108 of the Texas Government Code, the Mayor 
is authorized, if the Mayor finds that the City or any part thereof is suffering or 
is in imminent danger of suffering a disaster, emergency, civil emergency, or 
utility emergency, to declare a local disaster and issue orders exercising all 
emergency powers, including without limitation, orders which: 
 
(a) Temporarily suspend, limit, cancel, convene, reschedule, postpone, 

continue, or relocate all meetings of the City Council, and any City 
committee, commission, board, authority, or other City body as deemed 
appropriate by the Mayor; 

 
 
(b) Establish a curfew during such hours of the days or nights and affecting 

such categories of persons as may be designated; 
 



(c) Require closing of business establishments; 
 
(d) Prohibit the sale or distribution within the City of any products, which 

could be employed in a manner, which would constitute a danger to 
public safety except for otherwise prohibited by state or federal law; 

 
(e) Temporarily close any and all streets, alleys, sidewalks, bike paths, public 

parks or public ways; 
 
(f) Temporarily suspend or modify, for not more than seven days, any 

regulation or ordinance of the City, including, but not limited to, those 
regarding health, safety, and zoning; 

 
(g) Suspend or limit the use of the City's water resources or other 

infrastructure; 
 
(h) Control, restrict, allocate, or regulate the use, sale, production, or 

distribution of food, water, fuel, clothing, and/or other commodities, 
materials, goods, services, and resources including the establishment of 
wage, rent, and price controls and other economic stabilization methods 
necessary to preserve economic stability; 

 
(i) Suspend or limit burning of any items or property within the City limits; 
 
(j) Require emergency services of any City officer or employee. If regular 

City forces are determined to be inadequate, then to acquire the services 
of such other personnel as the Mayor can obtain that are available, 
including citizen volunteers; 

 
(k) Utilize all available resources of the City as reasonably necessary to 

manage the disaster or emergency; 
 
(l) Direct and compel the evacuation of all or part of the population from 

any stricken or threatened areas within the City if the Mayor deems this 
action is necessary for the preservation of life, property, or other disaster 
or emergency mitigation, response or recovery and to prescribe routes, 
modes of transportation and destination in connection with an 
evacuation; 

 
(m) Provide for the purchase or lease of materials, supplies, or equipment 

during the local disaster or emergency, and to authorize any or all 
agencies or City officials to directly purchase or lease those materials, 
supplies, or equipment essential to continue the work of the City involved 
without the advertisement of bids or proposals; 



 
(n) Contract for construction, engineering, architectural, building, electrical, 

plumbing, and repair of public improvements and/or other professional 
or construction services essential to continue to work of the City without 
the advertisement of bids or proposals when the delay of advertising and 
seeking bids and/or proposals might cause serious injury or loss; 

 
(o) Make application for local, state, or federal assistance; 
 
(p) Establish and control routes of transportation, ingress or egress; 
 
(q) Control ingress and egress from any designated disaster or emergency 

area or home, building or structures located therein; 
 
(r) Appropriate and expend funds, exclude contracts, authorize the 

obtaining and acquisition of property, equipment, services, supplies, and 
materials without strict compliance with procurement regulations or 
procedures; 

 
(s) Transfer the direction, personnel, or functions of City departments and 

agencies for the purpose of performing or facilitating emergency or 
disaster services; 

 
(t) Accept services, gifts, grants, loans, equipment, supplies, and/or 

materials whether from private, nonprofit, or governmental sources; 
 
(u) Terminate or suspend any process, operation, machine, device, or event 

that is or may negatively impact the health, safety, and welfare of 
persons or property within the City; 

 
(v) Delegate authority to such City officials as the Mayor determines 

reasonably necessary, convenient, or expedient; 
 
(w) Require the continuation, termination, disconnection, or suspension of 

natural gas, electrical power, water, sewer, communication or other 
public utilities or infrastructure; 

 
(x) Close or cancel the use of any municipally owned or operated building or 

other public facility; 
 
(y) Disinfect, abate, demolish, remove or clean up any building, structure, 

site, wreckage, or debris; 
 



(z) Declare, issue, enforce, modify and terminate orders for quarantine and 
isolation of persons or animals posing a threat to public health; 

 
(aa) Exercise such powers and functions in light of the exigencies of 

emergency or disaster including the waiving of compliance with any time 
consuming procedures and formalities, including notices, as may be 
prescribed by law; 

 
(bb) Issue any and all such other orders or undertake such other functions and 

activities as the Mayor reasonably believes is required to protect the 
health, safety, and welfare of persons or property within the City or 
otherwise preserve the public peace or abate, clean up, or mitigate the 
effects of any emergency or disaster; 

 
(cc) Exercise the full power and authority to provide by proclamation all 

regulations reasonably necessary to protect the health, security, welfare, 
safety, peace, life and property of the City and the inhabitants during the 
time of such crisis; 

 
(dd) Delegate, to the extent allowed by law, any or all of these powers and 

duties to the emergency management coordinator; and 
 
(ee) Petition the governor to apply to the federal government for financial 

assistance and for aid to local families and individuals adversely affected 
by the disaster or emergency. 
 

Such declarations and orders of the Mayor may not be continued or renewed for 
a period of more than seven (7) days from the issuance of such declaration or 
order except with the consent of  the City Council. 

 
Sec. 30-38. Emergency Management Organization. 
 
(a) The Mayor is hereby designated as the emergency management director 

of the City, pursuant to Chapter 418 of the Texas Government Code, as 
amended. The emergency management director serves as the governor's 
designated agent in the administration and supervision of the duties 
outlined in Chapter 418 of the Texas Government Code on behalf of the 
City. In his absence or disability, the Mayor Pro Tem shall serve as the 
emergency management director. 

 
(b) The emergency management director shall appoint a person to serve as 

emergency management coordinator as provided by Chapter 418 of the 
Texas Government Code, who shall serve as an assistant to the 
emergency management director for emergency management purposes. 



By this article, the emergency management director designates the 
emergency management coordinator, to be hired by and report to the 
Chief of the Fire Department. 

 
(c) The emergency management coordinator shall direct the office of 

emergency management and shall serve as the primary point of contact 
for emergency management on behalf of the City. 

 
Sec. 30-39. Emergency Management Director Duties and Responsibilities. 
 
(a) The emergency management director shall exercise the powers granted 

to the governor under Chapter 418 of the Texas Government Code, as 
amended, on an appropriate local scale. 

 
(b) The emergency management director may declare a state of local 

disaster if he or she finds that a disaster has occurred or that the 
occurrence or threat of disaster is imminent. A state of local disaster may 
not continue for more than seven days except with the consent of the 
City Council. The emergency management director or the City Council 
may make application during an emergency to the governor for a 
proclamation of a state of emergency and designate the area involved, 
pursuant to Chapter 433 of the Texas Government Code, as amended. 

 
(c) The emergency management director may exercise other powers and 

have additional duties and responsibilities, as may be necessary, 
including, but not limited to: 

 
(1) Issuance of proclamations, regulations or directives necessary for 

carrying out the purposes of this article. Such proclamations, 
regulations or directives shall be disseminated promptly to the 
general public. 

 
(2) Ensure all proclamations, regulations or directives related to a 

local state of disaster or local state of emergency are filed 
promptly with the City secretary, unless circumstances as a result 
of the emergency or disaster prevent or impede such prompt 
filing, whereupon the proclamation, regulation or directive shall 
be filed as soon as practicable. 

 
(3) Other powers, duties or responsibilities as specified in Chapter 

418 of the Texas Government Code, City ordinance or resolution, 
or the emergency management plan, as appropriate. 

 



(d) Any order or proclamation declaring, continuing, or terminating a state 
of disaster must be filed promptly with the City secretary and given 
prompt and general publicity, such as through newspapers, radio, 
television, website, and or social media. 

 
Sec. 30-40. Duties and Responsibilities of the City Manager. 
 
(a) To assist the emergency management director, the City Manager shall be 

responsible for preparing and distributing to all appropriate City officials 
and employees a clear and complete statement of the disaster or 
emergency responsibilities of the departments within the City, including 
departmental support of the office of emergency management and the 
emergency operations center. This statement shall include, but is not 
limited to: NIMS compliance; a plan for the continuity of government; 
and a plan for the continuity of operations during the occurrence of a 
disaster or emergency. 

 
(b) The operational emergency management organization of the City shall 

consist of the City Manager and officers and employees of the City so 
designated by the City Manager. The functions and duties of this 
organization shall be distributed among such officers and employees in 
accordance with the continuity of operations plan. 

 
(c) The City Manager, working with the emergency management 

coordinator, shall be responsible for planning, coordinating, developing, 
operating and maintaining a comprehensive emergency management 
program in compliance with state and federal law, including all phases of 
emergency management activities. 

 
(d) The City Manager, working with the emergency management director 

and emergency management coordinator, shall coordinate the City’s 
efforts with county, regional, state and federal emergency management 
officials, declarations, orders and plans. 

 
(e) The City Manager or designee shall be responsible for the coordination 

of the recruitment, training and supervision of emergency management 
volunteer personnel and agencies needed to augment the personnel, 
facilities and functions of the City for emergency management purposes. 

 
Sec. 30-41. Emergency Operations Center 
 
(a) The office of emergency management is responsible for developing and 

maintaining the emergency operations center. The emergency operations 



center shall be equipped and maintained to support the management of 
disasters and/or emergencies within the City. 

 
(b) The office of emergency management shall maintain trained emergency 

operations center staff members in sufficient numbers who are available 
in the event of emergency operations center activation. Emergency 
operations center staff members may be City employees from any division 
of the City, employees of other local governments with whom the City has 
a contract, or emergency management volunteers who are trained and 
assigned to the emergency operations center in the event of emergency 
operations center activation. 

 
(c) The office of emergency management will conduct periodic training and 

exercises to evaluate and practice the functions that will be necessary 
during a disaster or emergency. 

 
(d) The office of emergency management shall maintain a secondary 

emergency operations center for use in the event the primary emergency 
operations center is not available. 

 
Sec. 30-42. Interjurisdictional Cooperation and Mutual Aid Agreements. 
 
(a) The emergency management director and/or city manager may, on behalf 

of the City, enter into reciprocal aid, mutual aid, joint powers agreements, 
intergovernmental assistance agreements, or other compacts, plans, or 
agreements with other governmental entities for the protection of life and 
property. Such agreements may include the furnishing or exchange of 
supplies, equipment, facilities, personnel, and/or services and authorize 
employment by the county and other cities and governmental entities 
within the county with the director as area coordinator for mutual aid. 

 
(b) The City Council or any of its committees, boards, commissions, or 

authorities may exercise such powers and functions in light of the 
exigencies of the emergency or disaster and may waive compliance with 
time-consuming procedures and formalities prescribed by law. 

 
(c) The director shall recommend for adoption by the City Council mutual aid 

plans and agreements, which are deemed essential for the emergency 
management plan or program. 

 
(d) The director is authorized to join with other city, county, state and federal 

officials to form joint emergency management plans and programs and in 
the appointment of a joint emergency management coordinator and to 
participate in county-wide, regional and state-wide programs of 



emergency and disaster management and to present any such plans or 
programs for the approval of the City Council.  
 

Sec. 30-43. Other provisions superseded. 
 
At all times when the orders, rules and regulations made and promulgated 
pursuant to this article are in effect, they shall supersede and override all existing 
ordinances, orders, rules and regulations insofar as the latter may be inconsistent 
with this article.  
 
Sec. 30-44. Immunity 
 
(a) This section is an exercise by the City of its governmental functions for the 

protection of the public peace, health, safety, and welfare and neither the 
City, the agents and representatives of the City nor any individual, receiver, 
firm, partnership, corporation, association or trustee nor any of the agents 
thereof, in good faith carrying out, complying with or attempting to comply 
with any order, rule or regulation promulgated pursuant to the provisions 
of this article, shall be liable for any damages sustained to persons as the 
result of the activity. Any person owning or controlling real estate or other 
premises who voluntarily and without compensation grants to the City a 
license or privilege or otherwise permits the City to inspect, designate and 
use the whole or any part of such real estate or premises for the purpose 
of sheltering persons during an actual, impending or practice enemy attack 
or natural or manmade disaster shall, together with his successors in 
interest, if any, not be civilly liable for the death of or injury to any person 
on or about such real estate or premises under such license, privilege or 
other permission or for loss of or damage to the property of such person. 

 
(b) Any officer, employee, or volunteer of the City performing a homeland 

security activity or other emergency activity under this section shall also 
be entitled to the protection of the limitations on liability contained in 
Chapters 418 and 421 if the Texas Government Code or any successor 
statute or any other applicable law. 

 
Sec. 30-45. Commitment of funds. 
 
(a) No person shall have the right to expend any public funds of the City in 

carrying out any emergency management activity authorized by this article 
without prior approval by the City Council except in accordance with the 
approved City and/or county budgets or as authorized by this article and 
other applicable law. During a declared disaster, the Mayor may expend 
and/or commit public funds of the City when deemed prudent and 
necessary for the protection of health, safety, welfare, life or property. 



 
(b) Notwithstanding any provision of this code or City policy, the Mayor, upon 

declaration of a state of emergency, may authorize the City Manager or 
the City Manager's designated representatives to procure by purchase or 
lease, such goods and services as are deemed necessary for the City's 
emergency response effort. This emergency procurement of goods or 
services may be made in the open market without filing a requisition or 
estimate and without advertisement for immediate delivery or furnishing.  

 
Sec. 30-46. Authority for Enforcement. 
 
The members of the police force of this City and other law enforcement agencies 
having jurisdiction or as otherwise authorized by the Mayor, the Denton County 
Judge, the Texas Governor, the county public health department, the fire 
department, or such other persons as authorized by the Mayor, are hereby 
authorized and directed to enforce the orders, mandates, rules, and regulations 
made or issued pursuant to this article. 
 
Sec. 30-47. Offenses; penalties. 
 
(a) A person commits an offense if the person, during the period of an actual 
or impending disaster has been declared: 
 

(1) enters or remains upon the premises of any retail establishment 
not open for business to the general public without the consent of the 
owner or tenant of the premises; 
 
(2) violate any order duly issued by the mayor, the director, the City 
Council, the County Judge of the Denton County, the Commissioner’s Court 
of Denton County, the Governor of the State of Texas, or other officer or 
governing body pursuant to emergency powers authorized by this article, 
Chapter 418 of the Texas Government Code, or other City, state, or federal 
law. 

 
(b) It is unlawful for any person willfully to obstruct, hinder or delay any 
member of the emergency management organization in the enforcement of any 
rule or regulation issued pursuant to the authority contained in this article. 
 
(c) It is unlawful for any person to wear, carry or display any emblem, insignia 
or any other means of identification as a member of the emergency management 
organization of the City unless authority to do so has been granted to such person 
by the proper officials. 
 



(d) Any unauthorized person who operates a siren or other device so as to 
simulate a warning signal or the termination of a warning is guilty of a violation of 
this article and is subject to the penalties imposed by this article. 
 
(e) Convictions for violations of the provisions of this article are punishable by 
a fine not to exceed $500.00.  
 
Sec. 30-48. State, federal and military provisions unimpaired. 
 
This article shall not be construed so as to conflict with any state or federal statute 
or with any military or naval order, rule or regulation.  

 
SECTION 2.  All provisions of the Ordinances of the City of Lake Dallas, Texas, in conflict with the 
provisions of this ordinance be, and the same are hereby, repealed, and all other provisions of 
the Ordinances of the City not in conflict with the provisions of this ordinance shall remain in full 
force and effect. 
 
SECTION 3.  An offense committed before the effective date of this ordinance is governed by prior 
law and the provisions of the Code of Ordinances, as amended, in effect when the offense was 
committed, and the former law is continued in effect for this purpose. 
 
SECTION 4.  Should any sentence, paragraph, subdivision, clause, phrase or section of this 
Ordinance be adjudged or held to be unconstitutional, illegal or invalid, the same shall not affect 
the validity of this Ordinance as a whole, or any part or provision thereof other than the part so 
decided to be invalid, illegal or unconstitutional, and shall not affect the validity of the Ordinance 
as a whole. 
 
SECTION 6.  This ordinance shall take effect immediately following its passage and publication in 
accordance with the provisions of the state law and the Charter of the City of Lake Dallas. 
 
DULY PASSED BY THE CITY COUNCIL OF THE CITY OF LAKE DALLAS, TEXAS ON THE 23RD DAY OF 
APRIL 2020. 
 

APPROVED: 
 
 
___________________________________ 
Michael Barnhart, Mayor 

 

ATTEST: 
 
 
___________________________ 



Codi Delcambre, TRMC, City Secretary 
 
APPROVED AS TO FORM: 
 
 
____________________________ 
Kevin B. Laughlin, City Attorney 
(kbl:4/16/2020:115150) 



   AGENDA ITEM 8 
 
  

 
CITY COUNCIL 

AGENDA MEMO 
Prepared By: Daniel Rusnak, Code Compliance Officer                                April 23, 2020 

Amending Chapter 22 “Buildings and Building Regulations” Article III “Fences” 
 
DESCRIPTION: 
 
Consider and Act on an Ordinance amending Chapter 22 “Buildings and Building Regulations” 
Article III “Fences” of the Lake Dallas Municipal Code by amending Section 22-242 “Permits” to 
add subsection (f) to provide for a waiver of fence permit fees under certain conditions, and 
amending the City’s Master Fee Schedule relating to permit fees for fences. 
 
BACKGROUND INFORMATION: 
 
At the August 22, 2019 council meeting, staff was directed to review the current fence 
ordinance with regards to when a permit is required.  Our fence permit requirements are found 
in Section 22-242 “Permits”. The language specifies that any work on a fence must go through 
the permit process. There is no exception language to this requirement, and our current fence 
permit is $125 (Bureau Veritas $100; Lake Dallas $25). 
 
At the November 14, 2019 council meeting, staff presented council with a set of recommended 
revisions to the ordinance which included waiving of the permit fee under certain conditions, 
but still requiring a permit and a one-year exception period to complete the planned work. The 
fence permit fee would be waived if: 

 
(1) the permit is related to partial replacement of an existing fence; 
 
(2) the fence is located on a single-family residential lot/tract, 
 
(3) no more than 50% of the entire length of the fence (measured in linear feet) is 
being replaced (inclusive of all sides of the property on which the fence is located) 
 
(4) the replacement fence will be installed at the same location on the property 
from where the old fence was removed; and 
 



(5) no similar waiver of the permit fee has been granted for a partial fence 
replacement on the same lot/tract within the twelve (12) months prior to the date of 
the application for the permit for which the fee waiver is granted. 

 
Council directed staff to proceed with revisions and bring forth an ordinance amendment for 
adoption. Staff recommends adoption of the proposed ordinance. 
 
FINANCIAL CONSIDERATION: 
 
None 
 
RECOMMENDED MOTIONS: 
 
I move to approve/deny an ordinance amending Chapter 22 “Buildings and Building 
Regulations” Article III “Fences” of the Lake Dallas Municipal Code by amending Section 22-242 
“Permits” to add subsection (f) to provide for a waiver of fence permit fees under certain 
conditions, and amending the City’s Master Fee Schedule relating to permit fees for fences. 
 
ATTACHMENT(S): 
 

1. Proposed Ordinance 



CITY OF LAKE DALLAS, TEXAS 
ORDINANCE NO. 2020-____ 

 
AN ORDINANCE OF THE CITY OF LAKE DALLAS, TEXAS AMENDING CHAPTER 22 
“BUILDINGS AND BUILDING REGULATIONS” ARTICLE III “FENCES” OF THE LAKE 
DALLAS MUNICIPAL CODE BY AMENDING SECTION 22-242 “PERMITS” TO ADD 
SUBSECTION (f) TO PROVIDE FOR A WAIVER OF FENCE PERMIT FEES UNDER 
CERTAIN CONDITIONS; AMENDING THE CITY’S MASTER FEE SCHEDULE RELATING 
TO PERMIT FEES FOR FENCES; CONTAINING A CONFLICTS RESOLUTION CLAUSE; 
CONTAINING A SAVINGS CLAUSE; CONTAINING A SEVERABILTY CLAUSE; AND 
PROVIDING AN EFFECTIVE DATE. 

 
 WHEREAS, the City Council has previously established fees and charges to be levied with 
respect to the permitting and inspection of buildings and building systems that are constructed, 
reconstructed, repaired, maintained, and/or remodeled within the City of Lake Dallas; and 
 
 WHEREAS, the City Council of the City of Lake Dallas, Texas, finds it to be in the public 
interest to amend the City’s fees with respect to issuance of permits for construction of fences 
within the City to provide for waivers of such fees under certain conditions. 
 
 NOW, THEREFORE, BE IT ORDAINED BY THE CITY COUNCIL OF THE CITY OF LAKE DALLAS, 
TEXAS, THAT: 
 
 SECTION 1. Chapter 22 “Buildings and Building Regulations” Article III “Fences” of the 
Lake Dallas Municipal Code is amended by amending Section 22-242 “Permits” to add Subsection 
(f) to read as follows: 
 

(f) The permit fee to be paid pursuant to this section shall be waived if: 
 

(1) the permit is related to partial replacement of an existing fence; 
 
(2) the fence is located on a single-family residential lot/tract, 
 
(3) no more than 50% of the entire length of the fence (measured in 

linear feet) is being replaced (inclusive of all sides of the property on 
which the fence is located) 

 
(4) the replacement fence will be installed at the same location on the 

property from where the old fence was removed; and 
 
(5) no similar waiver of the permit fee has been granted for a partial 

fence replacement on the same lot/tract within the twelve (12) 
months prior to the date of the application for the permit for which 
the fee waiver is granted. 



 
Nothing in this subsection (f) should be construed as waiving the 
requirement to obtain a permit for the fence replacement for which the 
permit fee has been waived. 

 
 SECTION 2.  The City’ Master Fee Schedule is amended by adding the following fees to be 
collected by the Development Services Department for applications fence permits relating to 
inspections of work performed in association with construct of fences within the City: 
 

Fences 

Residential1 $125 

Commercial Table 1 

Screening Wall2 (Commercial) Table 1 

Screening Wall2 (Residential) $125 

Retaining Wall2 (Commercial) Table 1 

Retaining Wall2 (Residential) $125 
1The permit fee is waived if (i) the permit is related to partial replacement of an existing fence, (ii) the fence is located on a 
single-family residential lot/tract, (iii) no more than 50% of the entire length of the fence (measured in linear feet) is being 
replaced (inclusive of all sides of the property on which the fence is located),(iv) the replacement fence will be installed at 
the same location on the property from where the old fence was removed, and (v) no similar waiver of the permit fee has 
been granted for a partial fence replacement on the same lot/tract within the 12 months prior to the date application for the 
permit for which the fee waiver is granted.  
 
2 Includes initial reviews; additional reviews will be billed to the applicant 

 
 SECTION 3.  In the event of a conflict between a fee set out in the Master Fee Schedule and 
the provisions of any other City ordinance, the provisions of the Master Fee Schedule shall prevail; 
however, this ordinance shall not amend, abolish or change any fee heretofore established that is 
not listed in the Master Fee Schedule and such fees shall continue in effect for all purposes until 
amended by ordinance or by ordinance or resolution transferred to the Master Fee Schedule. 
 
 SECTION 4. Should any article, paragraph, subdivision, clause or provision of this 
ordinance or the Lake Dallas Municipal Code as amended hereby be adjudged or held to be invalid, 
unenforceable or unconstitutional for any reason, such judgment or holding shall not affect the 
validity of this ordinance as a whole or any part or provision hereof other than the part so declared 
to be invalid, unenforceable or unconstitutional. 
 
 SECTION 5. This Ordinance shall take effect immediately from and after its passage and 
the publication of the caption as the law in such cases provide and shall be applicable to permits 
for which application is made on or after the effective date of this Ordinance. 
 



 DULY ADOPTED AND APPROVED by the City Council of the City of Lake Dallas, Texas, on 
this the 23RD day of April 2020. 
 
      APPROVED: 
 
 
      ______________________________ 
      Michael Barnhart, Mayor 
 
ATTEST: 
 
 
______________________________ 
Codi Delcambre, TRMC, City Secretary 
 
APPROVED AS TO FORM: 
 
 
______________________________ 
Kevin B. Laughlin. City Attorney 
(kbl:4/16/2020:113808) 
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OBJECTIVE

8/22/19 Council requested Staff review 
current fence ordinance related to permits.

City Staff shares current Lake Dallas 
ordinance and ordinances from 6 local 
municipalities. 

City Staff makes recommendation of new 
language for proposed ordinance.

2

Lake Dallas 
Current Ordinance Language

Sec. 22-242. Permits.

(a) It is unlawful for any person to erect, construct, enlarge, alter or 
replace any fence regulated by this article or cause such work to be done without 
first obtaining a separate permit for each fence from the building department.

(b) To obtain a permit, the applicant shall first file an application in writing on a 
form furnished by the building department.

(c) Plans and other data deemed necessary by the building department shall be 
submitted with each application.

(d) All permits issued under this article shall comply with the requirement of the 
Uniform Building Code adopted by the city.

(e) The fee for each permit shall be as set forth in the city's master fee schedule.

(Ordinance 89-03, sec. 2; Code 1989, sec. 15.28.020; Ordinance 12-13, Sec. 4, adopted 7/26/12)3

3

4
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EXAMPLE SCENARIO

Two (2) panels 
in disrepair. 
Less than 33% 
of total linear 
footage. Fixed 
with two new 
posts & 2’ x 4’s.

4

• Corinth – 50% Exception. No Permit.  2 Years

• Shady Shores – 25% Exception. No Permit. 1 Year

• Hickory Creek – 50% Exception. No Permit.

• Denton – 50% Exception. No Permit

• Highland Village – All fences require permits.

• Lewisville – All fences require permits. 
• Building Inspector may waive.

5

Neighboring Cities

5

6
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Why Important?

Flexibility and latitude for repairs

Kings Manor easement/alley – Access Gates

Ensures that installed fence is placed outside 
of easements and on the property line. 

Flood Plain

Permit Fees – Currently $125 
• (Bureau Veritas - $100; Lake Dallas - $25) 

11

Pros and Cons

PRO – Reduces fees for residents

PRO – Improves documentation on front 
end of process.

CON – Added work load for staff

CON – Added complexity and challenges

12

7

8



5

Recommendation & Proposed 
Language

Keep existing ordinance language.

Adopt and add City of Corinth’s ‘exception’ 
language allowing for up to 50% exception.

Add language allowing for waiving of Permit Fee 
with completed Permit Application.

Adopt and add language allowing for one year 
exception period. 

13

QUESTIONS?

14

9

10
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